Poem Mastery Assignment
Name:__________________________________
For this assignment you will choose a poem or part of a poem of over 100 words in length (150-enriched), study it, figure out every technique used and every deep meaning in it, and then perform it for your teacher with feeling and with the correct rhythms and emphases (it is easier to perform well if memorized), afterwards explaining what techniques the poet uses and the meanings intended. This is all about true mastery of a poem of your choice. You may choose to master any poem you like. Yes, Hip Hop and Pop music lyrics are poems. You MUST have a paper copy of the poem on hand for your teacher to refer to as you perform the poem and for both of you to refer to as you answer questions about it and explain its techniques and meanings. When explaining the poem and its techniques to your teacher be sure to make especial reference to rhythmic patterns such as IAMBS, and to other aspects of prosody such as ASSONANCE, ALLITERATION, and RHYME. You are responsible for discovering what the larger patterns underlying the poem’s construction are, such as IAMBIC PENTAMETER, and even if it is free verse it may have larger patterns of organization that you can discover. If you are doing a part of a longer poem or work, please be sure to explain where your segment fits into the whole.
Course Presentation Rubric
NAME:
	
	0-11
	12-13
	14-15
	16-20

	Knowledge and Understanding
	· Content is not extensive and covers some of the issues at hand.
· Research and/or detailed planning somewhat evident.
	· Content is satisfactory and covers the issues at hand.
· Satisfactory research and/or planning evident.
	· Content is extensive and thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Strong research and/or detailed planning evident.
	· Content is very extensive and very thoroughly covers the issues at hand.
· Very strong research and/or exceptionally detailed planning evident.

	Thinking and Inquiry
	· The presentation is sometimes complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes.
	· The presentation is somewhat complex and varied.
· It covers some ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The presentation is complex and varied.
· It covers a variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically.
	· The presentation is very complex and highly varied.
· It covers a wide variety of ideas and themes, and links them together logically and/or artistically in a highly effective way.

	Application
	· Grammar and vocabulary are sometimes correct, varied and appropriate to the form of presentation at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are mostly correct, somewhat varied and mostly appropriate to the form of presentation at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, varied and appropriate to the form of presentation at hand.
	· Grammar and vocabulary are correct, highly varied and appropriate to the form of presentation at hand. Strong mastery of these skills is highly evident.

	Communication (as presenter)
	· The presentation sometimes makes sense and sometimes conveys the desired message.
· Aids are not used effectively to convey meaning to the audience: e.g. images, costumes, dramatic voices, dramatic body language, sound effects, music, video clips, objects, props etc…
	· The presentation mostly makes sense and conveys the desired message.
· Aids are used somewhat effectively to convey meaning to the audience: e.g. images, costumes, dramatic voices, dramatic body language, sound effects, music, video clips, objects, props etc…
	· The presentation makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message.
· Aids are used effectively to convey meaning to the audience: e.g. images, costumes, dramatic voices, dramatic body language, sound effects, music, video clips, objects, props etc…
	· The presentation makes sense and clearly conveys the desired message in a highly attractive and interesting way.
· Aids are used very effectively to convey meaning to the audience: e.g. images, costumes, dramatic voices, dramatic body language, sound effects, music, video clips, objects, props etc…



[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember that the poem must be performed with zest, feeling, and vim!
