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Teaching 1:1
Issue 2

MORE THAN ONE WAY TO COMMUNICATE

In a digital age, students need to be able to demonstrate their learning and understanding in more than one way

It seems that everywhere you look, 
traditional forms of communicating information 
are changing and morphing to incorporate 
digital media.  From Twitter to YouTube, Obama 
to The New Yorker leveraging technology to 
reach a broader audience and still 
communicate your message is increasingly 
important.  How are we preparing students to 
leverage these different tools for appropriate 
uses?


From the lab report, to the essay (5 
paragraph or otherwise) to the resume, we 
often rely on traditional forms of 
communication as the only way for students to 
demonstrate their understanding.  Interestingly 
rarely does a curricula explicitly detail how a 
student should communicate, more often it 
simply asks them to communicate effectively to 
a wide range of audiences.  Could they still 
meet that need another way?


In the "real world" we see these traditional 
methods are changing.  For example, there are 
science Ph.D. candidates that are using 
interpretive dance to defend their thesis (check 
out bit.ly/dancephd) and many job-seekers are 
using alternative resumes to make themselves 
stand out in the sea of black font on white 
paper (check out bit.ly/altresumes).  The tools 
that our students have at their fingertips allow 
them to explore these different modalities.


The apps that are available to students 
level the playing field when it comes to 
demonstrating understanding, and the tools 
can force them to be more purposeful in what 
they include.  Imagine trying to explain your 
understanding in a tweet (140 characters or 
less!) or a one-minute movie trailer.  Suddenly, 
writing as much as possible and hoping the 
right answer is there isn't an option!


From a teachers perspective, those 
assessments and evaluations can become 
more enjoyable to mark as they are varied in 
nature.  Instead of reading the same lab report 
over and over again, they can watch a video, 
look at a poster or listen to a podcast.  It also 
forces the teacher to assess and evaluate the 
overall expectations of the curriculum 
regardless of the type of product submitted, 
allowing them to  provide feedback that is 
content based rather than product based.


There is still a role for the traditional 
however.  After all, good writing is good writing, 
being able to clearly report findings is a skill 
and we all will need a resume at some point.  
It's when students never have an option to try 
an alternative that it becomes limiting, when 
they can't show they "get it" another way that 
we are missing the chance to engage them and 
meet them where they are.

http://bit.ly/dancephd
http://bit.ly/altresumes
http://bit.ly/dancephd
http://bit.ly/altresumes


Made on my iPad using Pages! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

ePortfolio allows students 
and teachers to collect 

artifacts (reflections, 
pictures, videos, audio) on 

any topic of their choice.  
They can categorize and 

tag these artefacts for quick viewing later.  

Once created, these artifacts can be 

shared with others for comments both within 
and outside of the system.


After collecting the artifacts, users can 
curate them into a presentation with a URL 

that can be shared.

Teachers could collect observation data 

on students for use in assessment, students 
could collect reflections that will be complied 

into a final culminating task.  

Since the portfolio is tied to the user and 

not the class, their work lives beyond that 
grade, allowing them to refer back to their 
learning at any time.  After they graduate, 

students can upload their ePortfolio to a free 
online service hosted by Desire2Learn. 

For more information on ePortfolio, check out 
bit.ly/TVePort.


Explain Everything 
is a white board that 

records what you are 
doing.  You can import 

documents, images, 
videos onto the 

whiteboard and then 
interact with those elements and  record what 

you’re doing.  

In addition to creating on-the-fly, you can 
also create slides in advance and simply 

annotate and record as you are going.  For 
students, they can document their thinking 

process while answering a question, 
demonstrate their learning by creating a mini 

lesson or  create a “written” product which 
includes audio or video voiceover.


For teachers, this is the best tool for 
creating “flipped classroom” lessons, 

explaining a quick concept,  or helping to 
support students in the classroom with 

common issues.  Some teachers have used 
this tool when they are answering a student in 

class, recording their support and then making 
it available to other students in the class.


For more resources on Explain 
Everything, check out bit.ly/explainevery
!!

The camera  app on 
the iPad is quite 

powerful and can be 
used to not only take 
pictures and video of 
work, but the quality 

of those videos and pictures are such that 
users can take them into other apps to further 
annotate or work with.  Most apps can access 
the camera roll, so if you can get the picture or 
video there, you’ll be able to bring it into other 

locations as well.

Different Forms of 
Product

Pages is more than a word 
processor, it also is a very powerful 

desktop publisher.  These 
newsletters have been created on 
Pages using an iPad and 

demonstrate the power of the tool.  
Students can easily create brochures, posters, 

as well as typed documents that include graphs, charts 
and even movie files!  Consider having the students 
explore the various templates and identify ways they 
could use it with their own projects.
!!

iMovie allows you to quickly 
and easily create movie projects 
either from video clips that you 
already have or by ones that you 
create on the spot.  One of the 
great tools with iMovie is the 
Trailer feature.  This template allows you to create 
stunning trailers using your own video clips (here is an 
example bit.ly/tvmultimedia).  If you want even more 
control of the videos you create, you can use the free-
form editor.  This allows you to add titles, sound effects, 
music and transition to your movies. For more 
information on iMovie, watch this bit.ly/tvimovie 
!! !

Garageband is another easy to 
use app that allows you to create 
audio files quickly and easily.  
Students can create their own 
music, insert sound effects and 

voiceovers.  Using this tool, 
students can easily create podcasts and other types of 
audio projects that can be used in their classes.  While 
there are some paid add-ons, the basic app (available 
in the Apple App store), provides a solid tool with a lot 
of power.

Documenting Student Learning

Support at Henderson - Sept. 29 - Oct. 3 
Sonya Clarke and myself will be onsite every day this week.  We are located in the Learning Commons and are here to help with any questions 

you may have!

Have a Video?!
If you’ve made a video or other 

multimedia resource, you often need a 
place to upload it to share.  tv.HWDSB is 
our board provisioned video hosting 
solution.  From with The Hub, you are 
able to upload a video into a private 
collection that only the students in your 
class can see.  


If you wish to share with a larger 
audience, you can use the public side of 
tv.hwdsb and share with the group at-
large.

http://bit.ly/tvmultimedia
http://bit.ly/tvimovie
http://bit.ly/TVePort
http://bit.ly/explainevery
http://bit.ly/TVePort
http://bit.ly/explainevery
http://bit.ly/tvmultimedia
http://bit.ly/tvimovie

