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To better know our students, Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board invited more than 450 students 
representing schools with grades 7 to 12 to the third annual Director’s Student Voice Forum.

This year’s theme – Unleashing Creativity and Innovation – inspired students to express themselves, their way. 
To show us how they learn best, students could choose to write, speak and use creative forms such as photo 
essays, song, poetry and dramatizations. Students were invited to answer any of the following five questions:

1. How do you learn best? What engages you?
2. Share a learning experience(s) that was fun, engaging and motivated you to do your best. 
3. What activities and experiences would you like to do, to share what you learn?
4. Do you have ways to have fun and be creative when sharing what you are learning?
5. How do digital tools and technology support you in your learning? 

Please see a video summary of the Director’s Forum at www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl7G1xPBkVs

HWDSB’s research team, E-BEST, summer up what students told us.*

What matters most to our students as learners?
Responses clustered around the following four themes:

1. how we teach: 
 

“A fun way we learned about Parliament was going to the actual Parliament buildings in Ottawa.” (web)

 
“In Grade 6 we built popsicle stick bridges. We did it to help the math teamwork, collaborative skills  
and math and science skills.” (graffiti wall) 

 
“I learn best when I have a conversation about the topic.” (web)

 
“When we had a test, but it was a game show. It was very fun and we all tried our best.” (web)
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2. Consider students’ learning styles and interests within the 
classroom and school 
“With group-oriented activities, I push myself to be a better student in order to benefit the rest of my group.” 
(Twitter)

“In my Grade 12 English writer’s craft my teacher let all the students make up a topic lesson of  
interest and we got to teach a class.” (graffiti wall)

3. School Environment:
 
“I had a 17%, so I was failing; but at the end of the year because my teacher was so enthusiastic that she got 
me involved with it, I ended up with a 77%.” (video)

 
“In Grade 10, I hated History, but I had a great teacher and he helped  

me to understand and love it.” (video)

 
“I had a teacher in Grade 5 who helped me one on one and I will never forget this teacher. To make a 
student feel important is very good.”(video)

 
“It is 50/50. We can speak our mind but not all the time do we really have a chance to speak out creatively. 

In my class there are some people who I am afraid to speak my mind around because I feel that they will 
make fun of what I say. Sometimes, my opinion is either laughed at, silenced or brought down. But when I 

get a chance to express my creativity, it makes me feel unique and appreciated.” (blog comment)

4. technology: 
 

“They help me do things that books and the classic paper and pencil can’t do. An example  
of this is finding useful information quickly, rather than looking through many  

books until I finally find what I need.” (graffiti wall)

 
“The flat screen televisions in school common areas don’t help our learning at all.” (Twitter)

 
“[The benefits of digital tools and technology] would require students  

to use these digital tools responsibly.” (blog comment)

 
“While some students can bring in their own technology,  
not all can, and that hinders their ability to learn.” (blog comment)

 
*Content analyzed included 506+ tweets, 574 blog comments, 50 blog posts, 409 graffiti wall comments, 269 Parking Lot 
sticky notes, 23 Speaker’s Corner videos and 91 podcasts. The conversation continues at:

Blog: http://directorsforum.commons.hwdsb.on.ca Twitter: #HWDSBvoices


