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Select a variety of examples of different types of your writing that you think reflect significant advances 
in your growth and competence as a writer and explain the reasons for your choice. Add links to your 
blog post or upload documents to the post as artifacts of conversation. 

One of my writing pieces that I think I advanced as a writer would be from my 
opinion blog post to the final, recrafted opinion essay. I think I learned from my 
mistakes and throughout the semester, I developed upon many skills such as 
word choice, the use of good evidence to prove a point and many more. Here is 
a link to my original post and here is the revised one. I tried very hard to focus 
on specific points as my original post was all over the place with points leading 
to smaller, insufficient points which I feel made it hard for the reader to follow 
and made my overall point weaker.

http://erepasi9082.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/2015/02/17/zoos-for-better-or-for-worse/
http://erepasi9082.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/2015/06/02/zoos-for-better-or-worse-revised/


    
Describe a variety of strategies you used before, during, and after writing; explain which ones you 
found most helpful; and identify appropriate steps you can take to improve as a writer.

One strategy I use with my writing is planning what I want to say. I usually just 
make quick notes of the main points I want to mention and build upon in my 
writing. While writing, I don’t like to stop. I prefer to keep writing until I am 
done as opposed to stopping and taking breaks. This way I do not lose my train 
of thought and can write quicker. After I am finished writing, I like to take a 
break before reading it again. I will come back later to proof-read my work. I 
will check for spelling and grammatical errors along with other structure errors 
and ways I can improve. To improve on my writing skills, I could use a 
thesaurus to improve the vocabulary used in my papers. Also, I can try to use 
more transition words to improve the flow of my writing and to make it sound 
more professional and appropriate. 



    
Describe a variety of strategies you used before, during, and after reading; explain which ones you 
found most helpful; and identify detailed steps you can take to improve as a reader ( Example: describe 
the strategies you used in reading your literature circle novel and explain how the strategies were 
helpful.)

My strategies I use before reading differ depending on at what point I am in a 
book. If I am just starting a book, I like to read the back and inside flap of the 
book to know what I am reading so I can better understand the book.  While I 
am reading, I like to make notes, either on a separate sheet of paper or with 
sticky notes. I found this really helped me during literature circles because I 
made notes of events that happened and then I remembered while my group 
was doing the discussion. After reading, I like to reflect upon the events that 
just happened in the book and think about what will happen in the future of the 
book. This helps me understand what I just read and also helps me to 
remember if I did not finish the book and I need to continue to read the book. 
To improve I could ask myself questions to further my understanding of the 
story. Furthermore, I could try to read into what the author is writing to get a 
deeper understanding for that piece of writing.



    
Describe a variety of strategies you used in interpreting and creating media texts, explain which ones 
you found most helpful, and identify appropriate steps you can take to improve as media interpreters 
and producers ( Example: What strategies did you use to analyze the various Romeo and Juliet media 
texts studied and what did you learn about media production as a result? How would you apply this 
learning if you were to create a video based on a short story, novel, or play?”) 

While interpreting media texts, I always payed close attention to actors, 
costuming,  lines and more. I tried to analyze why the director did the things 
they did and what the significance was to the audience. For example, while 
watching a variety of Romeo and Juliet movies, I realized that most of them had 
cut out the “thumb-biting” scene. While thinking about the audience and the 
time the movie was filmed in, it was apparent that if they had kept it in, most 
people would not understand how this is an insult. If I were to create a video 
based on a story, novel or play, I would definitely consider the audience I am 
creating the video for and adjust some point in the text to fit the audience. 



    
Describe a variety of strategies you used before, during, and after listening and speaking; explain 
which ones you found most helpful; and identify steps you can take to improve your oral 
communication skills ( Example:  explain how you used visual and audio aids to clarify ideas in your 
small- group presentation and / or your dramatic performance; discuss what you find most difficult 
about presenting orally in class, and list strategies that might make it easier) 

Before speaking, I always prepare what I want to say by writing out the main 
points or ideas of my presentation. Another strategy I use for some presentations 
is memorizing my whole speech and knowing exactly what I want to say word-for-
word. I feel strategy of knowing the gist of my presentation and the main ideas is 
more helpful and more efficient. While speaking, I try to keep my thoughts in 
order in a way that makes sense to the people listening. After speaking, I like to 
reflect upon my skills and see how I can improve from there. To improve my oral 
skills I think I should try to speak slower so people can understand me better. 
While listening, I give all my attention to the person speaking so I am not 
distracted and I can fully understand everything they are saying. After listening, I 
like to think about what they said and think about what my opinions are of what 
they just said. Sometimes I share my opinion and other times I do not. To improve 
I should always try to think of something to say to keep the conversation going and 
to build upon ideas instead of just keeping my thoughts to myself always.



    
Identify a variety of your skills in viewing, representing, reading, and writing and explain how the 
skills help you improve your oral communication skills ( Example: identify and explain listening and 
speaking techniques that you could incorporate into a group oral presentation / literature circle 
discussions) 

For reading, I often make notes for myself to help me remember what I just 
read as well as help me understand better. I brought these points up while 
speaking with my group and it helped me better understand the book. 
Furthermore, I applied the same strategy while listening and speaking where I 
made notes of points made by a group member and I found it really helped me 
when refering back to the book. 



    
Overall, how have you improved as a learner and where do you feel you still need improvement moving 
forward to Grade 11?

As a learner, I feel my writing has really improved. I have learned the proper 
way to write an essay such as writing a proper thesis and lead. Going into grade 
11, I feel my oral skills are something I need to improve on as they will be very 
important moving on in the future whether it be in my career or in university or 
in everyday life. 


