
 
Life of Pi 

Symbolism Package 
 

There are many examples of animals coming to surprising living arrangements. All are instances of that animal 
equivalent of anthropomorphism: zoomorphism, where an animal takes a human being, or another animal, to be one 

of its kind. (93) 
 

So tell me, since it makes no factual difference to you and you can't prove the question either way, which story 
do you prefer? Which is the better story, the story with animals or the story without animals?” (352) 

 
STUDY GUIDE



the zebra 
 

Passage Study 
 

The zebra’s thick, strong, black lips grasped the carrot eagerly. Mr. Kumar wouldn’t let go. The 
zebra sank its teeth into the carrot and snapped it in two. 

 
 
Page reference?  Page 92 
 
Put the passage in context (what is going on 
at this time?) 
 
Pi is showing both Mr. Kumar and Mr. Kumar 
around the zoo. Each Mr. Kumar gives the zebra 
a carrot to eat, one holds on to the carrot so the 
zebra has to work for it, and the other gives it to 
the zebra gently, letting go when he knows the 
zebra won’t drop it. 
 
 
 
 
 

Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references 
 
We believe that this passage is foreshadowing that the zebra will break it’s leg. It is very descriptive about 
how the zebra “sank it’s teeth into the carrot and snapped it in two” (Martel 92) which is what the hyena did 
to the zebra’s leg in Part II of the novel. 
Mr Puley says: This is an intersting idea, but is also a bit of a stretch. In a more simplistic form, the two 
Kumars (the baker and the teacher) are demonstrating that there are many different ways to do the same 
thing (we did talk about this is class). Neither way is right or wrong as both serve the purpose of feeding the 
zebra – the outcome is the same. Symbollically, this interaction represents religion and culture – all serve 
similar purposes, even if they are different in practice. There is no ONE right way to feed a zebra – there is 
no ONE right religion either! 
 

 
Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

During the storm, Pi sees 3 
crewmembers. After the 
crewmembers throw Pi into the 
lifeboat, he looks up and sees 
only 2 crewmembers. At that 
moment the “zebra” jumps over 
into the lifeboat and breaks its 
leg. In the book, it’s described as 
a “creature” jumping over the side 
of the boat. 

Pi explains that the sailor had 
broken his leg when he was 
jumping from the ship. 

Pages 115-116, 120 
“It had badly broken a rear leg” 
 
Page 337 
“…he broke his leg jumping from the 
ship” 

Explanation 
 



Both the zebra and the sailor broke a leg as they jumped off of the ship into the lifeboat.  
Mr Puley adds…This quotation is important but it is the catalyst for the coming episodes in Part II involving 
the various animals and their natural instinct to survive. The boat becomes a microcosm of the foodchain 
and the question of “Who will Survive?” begins. Additionally, the alpha and omega positions are 
established early (but are also ever-changing) – refer to page 26 for the introduction of the Greek alphabet – 
refer to your notes for explanation of importance to the novel. Also review page 48, where Pi discusses the 
psychology and social behaviour of animals. This is especially important!!! 
 
 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

The hyena rips the leg off of the 
zebra during the night leaving the 
zebra alive but in pain. 
 
 
 

 
 

The cook cuts the sailor’s leg 
off, supposedly to stop the 
infection spreading through 
his blood. 
Mr Puley says: Don’t forget 
that the cook wanted to use it 
as bait as well (339) 

Page 133 
“The zebra’s broken leg was missing. 
The hyena had bitten it off and dragged 
it to the stern, behind the zebra” 
 
Page 338 
“The cook worked the knife quickly. 
The leg fell off” 

Explanation 
 
While in the lifeboat, both creatures had a leg removed. 
Mr Puley says: This is not an explanation for the event. This is important to the novel because it sets the 
stage for the coming cannibalism that lays beneath the surface of the narrative. ALL of Chapter 43 is 
devoted to the exploration of the hyena and its behaviour patterns. Martel puts this episode in the novel to 
foresahdow the coming killing. On page 129, Pi says “It’s an open question as to what hyena’s won’t eat.” 
The importance here, of course, is that the hyena is about to eat a zebra – but you later find out that the cook 
eats the sailor – the cook IS a hyena in behaviour and action! 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
The zebra survived about a day 
and a bit after having its leg 
removed. 

The sailor was still alive the 
dawn after his leg was 
removed and he lived until a 
few hours or so after that. 

The zebra’s health was declining from 
page 133-142. 
 
The sailor clung to life from page 338-
341. 

Explanation 
 
Both creatures suffered a lot before they died and their death was a slow, drawn-out process. 
Mr Puley says: It would have been more humane to put both the zebra/ sailor out of their misrey – but this is 
not how animals operate. This would be mpore of a human trait but, at this point, humanity was not part of 
the equation. 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
The hyena ate the zebra. It started 
with the zebra’s leg and then ate 
its organs before it died. 

The cook ate a piece of the 
sailor’s dead body. 

The hyena is eating the zebra’s internal 
organs from page138-139. 
Page 342 
“he lifted his head up and quite openly 
put the rest of the strip in his mouth” 

Explanation 
 
Both the zebra and the sailor were eaten by their murderer. 
Mr Puley adds…Again, more discussion of a symbolic nature is required. You go and review your notes 
now and look at the episodes in the same way as I have commented above. 



the flying fish & The colour Orange 
 

Passage Study 
 

It was this flying fish that had struck me across the face, not Richard Parker. 
 

 
Page reference?  P. 200 
 
Put the passage in context (what is going on at 
this time?) 
 
At this time, Pi is just starting to realize that he has to 
worry about surviving Richard Parker as well as 
keeping himself nourished.  This is after Richard 
Parker has killed the hyena on the lifeboat.  When the 
flying fish strikes Pi across the face, he believes his life 
to be over.  He was under the impression that Richard 
Parker had attacked him.  But to his surprise, he was 
alive, and now had food for Richard Parker.  He threw 
the tiger the fish, but it swerved and went back into 
the ocean.  After this, a swarm of flying fish came up 

to the lifeboat.  One of these flying fish became the first animal Pi had killed to survive. 
 
 
Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references 
 
Without these flying fish, Pi would never have survived those 227 days on the lifeboat.   
“After that [killing] it was easier.  Now that it was dead, the flying fish looked like fish I had seen in 
the markets of Pondicherry.  It was something else, something outside the essential scheme of 
creation.  I chopped it up into pieceswith the hatchet and put it in the bucket” (203).  
That passage explains how simple it was for Pi to extract food from the corpses of other sea life he 
would have to kill in order to survive.  After that first flying fish, he became a killer of animals, and 
left the idea of being a vegetarian behind. 
 
Significance of the Colour Orange 
 
In Life of Pi, orange represents the colour of survival and protection.  Pi finds salvation in religion 
and orange is one of the official colours of the Hindu faith.  Also, Richard Parker’s coat is orange.  
Without Richard Parker on the lifeboat, the hyena would have most likely attacked and eaten Pi 
within the first week.  Richard Parker acted as a form of protection from the hyena, even killing it 
when the two animals finally met.  In addition, many items on the lifeboat were, in fact, orange.  
The life buoys and life jackets were orange, in addition to other things.  The life boat was orange, 
which gave him refuse from Richard Parker.  In Story Two, Orange Juice the orangutan was 
represented by Pi’s mother, who has always protected him and given him shelter.   
Mr Puley says: Never forget the page reference, it is your lifeboat ☺ - page 153 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 

The first flying fish 
that struck him in the 

face 
 
 

 
The death of his 

mother 

 
“A line of blood struck me across 

the face.  No whip could have 
inflicted a more painful lash” 

(344). 
Mr Puley says: Link the pages from both 

parts to each other! 
Explanation 
 
In Story One, when the flying fish hits Pi in the face, he expected it to be Richard 
Parker.  If it was Richard Parker, he was expecting the worst.  A 450 pound 
carnivorous predator would inflict a blow more powerful than any human could 
imagine.  In Story Two, Pi’s mind reacts in the same way.  The line of his mother’s 
blood symbolizes the mental anguish he was facing at the time while the 
fish/Richard Parker hit in Story One represents unimaginable physical pain which 
his mind led him to expect. 
Mr Puley says: We need to be clear here – at first, Pi thought that Richard Parker swatted him across the 
face (199). He soon realizes that “[i]t was [a] flying fish that had struck me across the face, not Richard 
Parker. (200) Later, in Part III, we find out that it was blood that struck him across the face because the cook 
threw his mother’s head at him. He catches it, and holds it in his hands. (344) 
 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
The first flying fish he 

killed 
 
 
 
 

 
The death of the cook 

 
“He had no expression on his face, 

neither of despair nor anger, 
neither of fear nor pain. He gave 

up.  He let himself be killed, though 
it was still a struggle” (344). 

 
Explanation 
 
When Pi killed the first flying fish with his bare hands, it was not a necessity.  He still 
had food and water on the lifeboat and did not need the flesh of the fish.  But he 
realized he would have to kill and eat fish to survive eventually.  In Story Two he did 
not have to kill the cook.  He would have survived in the cooks company, but he 
needed to avenge the death of his mother.  Both the flying fish and the cook were the 
first things that Pi has killed and devoured.  They symbolize the end of Pi the 
vegetarian and the beginning of Pi the murderer and survivor. 
Mr Puley says: An interesting connection, but we have to think of chronology. The flying fish incident does 
indeed take place at the time that Pi says that the cook kills his mother. Although it is likely that he would 
have had to kill fish to survive for 227 days, it is not clear in story two if this actually took place around the 
same time as the death of his mother or if his memories have blended together as a result of the trauma. The 
link, however between the quotations is interssting: after killing the fish - “All sentient life is sacred. I never 
forget to include this fish in my prayers.” (203) After Richard Parker kills the cannibaliusitc blind 
fisherman in Chapter 90 -  “The smell of blood filled my nose. Something in me dies then that has never 
come back to life.” (283) After admitting that he used the fisherman’s flesh as bait – “I pray for his soul 
every day.” (284) 



the Hyena 
 

Passage Study 
 

The hyena had attacked the zebra. Its mouth was bright red and it was chewing on a piece of 
hide. 

 
 
Page reference? (pg. 133) 
 
Put the passage in context (what is going on 
at this time?) 
 
At this time in the novel, it is still only Pi’s first 
days on the lifeboat. The helpless Zebra who had 
a broken leg was attacked by the Hyena and the 
Hyena viscously ripped the Zebra apart. Chewing 
like a barbarian, the Hyena’s mouth dripped of 
blood and Zebra flesh.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references 
 
This part of the story signifies how human actions represent the process of elmination. The 
Hyena could have gone for any of the other  living creatures on the boat, but out of natural 
instinct, it went for the injured creature- the creature least likely to help the Hyena survive. This 
proves that selfishness rules over. Some people’s descisons and that evil provokes outrageous 
actions.  
Mr Puley says: You haven’t drawn the connections between the quotations and the story itself. Connect this 
quotation from Chapter 45 with that of Chapter 99 (342). In this episode, Pi’s mother notices that the cook 
(hyena) has eaten a piece of the sailor (zebra). She says, “You monster! You ANIMAL! (my emphasis)…He 
kept chewing.” Here, the connection is made clear between the hyena and the animal. You can picturte the 
cook standing there, his face covered in the saiolor’s blood, based solely on the connection made between 
the two narratives. Martel does not need to repeat it here – the reader can make their own connection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
→ The Hyena is known for its 

crazy antics and 

 
→ The French Chef is a    

seemingly insane 

 
Pg. 337 

 



unpredictable moves 
→ The Hyena is very 

dangerous to the group 
because of it’s actions  

 

character 
→ No one on the life boat 

trusts him because he 
is inhumane  

 

Mr Puley adds…where is the 
quotation? You need to provide it 
specifically so as to be helpful to 

yourself and to your peers. 

Explanation 
 
→ In the paralleling stories, the Hyena and the Chef seem to have a lot in common. They both are 

very odd characters, seeming to not care about what’s around them, and only focusing on food 
when it isn’t even necessary. The Chef was kind of alienated from the group, being an 
unstoppable force and having the potential to kill them all, as was the Hyena. In all, both 
characters in the two stories played the insane stereotypical characters, the ones that no one 
trusted. 

→ Mr Puley adds: ALL of Chapter 43 is devoted to the exploration of the hyena and its behaviour 
patterns. Martel puts this episode in the novel to foresahdow the coming killing. On page 129, Pi says 
“It’s an open question as to what hyena’s won’t eat.” The importance here, of course, is that the hyena is 
about to eat a zebra – but you later find out that the cook eats the sailor – the cook IS a hyena in 
behaviour and action! 

 
 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
→ The Hyena kills the young 

Zebra 
→ The Hyena first eat the 

Zebra’s legs and then later 
moves up and eventually 
eats all of him  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

→  The Cook kills the 
Sailor 

→ The Cook chops one of 
the Sailors leg off and 
leaves him in pain 

→ The Sailor eventually 
dies and the Cook 
chops him up and 
takes him flesh off and 
he eat him 

“And the Hyena bit off the Zebra’s 
leg just as the cook cut off the 

sailor’s”  
Pg.345 

Explanation 
In these two situations the Zebra and the Sailor are helplessly killed. They could not do anything 
about it because they were in pain because their leg was cut off. They were both eaten and the 
Hyena and the Cook are alike because they both killed something for their own pleasure. 
Mr Puley adds…Review the Zebra sheet as well – there are definite parallels between the two. 
 
 
 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 

->Richard Parker kills the hyena 
 
 

 

->Pi kills the Frenchman by 
stabbing him repeatedly with 

a knife. 

“I picked it up. I stabbed him in the 
stomach….I stabbed him repeatedly” 

Pg.345 
 



Explanation 
 
Lindsay writes that, Richard Parker is not another whole person, or animal. Richard Parker is Pi’s animal 
instinct side that keeps him alive. Richard Parker is the side of Pi that helps him survive physically and 
mentally. That’s why when Pi says “So farewell Richard Parker, farewell” pg.317 or “Richard Parker is 
hiding and you will never find him” ( I could not find the page ref. but I remember it.) Richard Parker isn’t 
really hiding, now that Pi is back in civilization and doesn’t need animal instincts to survive anymore and 
can go back to his vegetarian ways, he is letting go of that “evil” (I guess you could say) side of  him. 
 
 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Explanation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Lifeboat & The Zoo 
 

Passage Study 
 

Only the trainer better make sure he always remains super alpha. He will pay dearly if he 
unwittingly slips to beta. Much hostile and aggressive behaviour among animals is the 

expression of social insecurity. 
 

 
Page reference? Page 48 
 
Put the passage in context (what is 
going on at this time?) 
 
 
This section of the novel follows the 
episode in which Pi’s father 
demonstrates the dangerous nature of a 
tiger through its slaughter of a goat. 
This becomes very important later 
when we learn that it is this episode 

that motivates Pi’s later actions on the lifeboat. This section explains the importance of animal training and 
the finer points of it as a means to foreshadow the later events of Part II (Chapters 63-80) 
 
Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references 
 

RE: Chapters 63-80 

Mr Puley writes… 

In class, we briefly talked about the significance of Pi training Richard Parker. I was doing some research 
online and came across one student who was struck by the way in which Pi trains Richard Parker. To him, it 
comes off as quite cruel and calculated. Pi blows the whistle and causes the boat to sway, making an already 
unsteady Richard Parker incredibly seasick. He lets him suffer for a set amount of time, and then gives him 
anti-seasickness pills… only to repeat the process again later (and seemingly several more times). What do 
you think? For all intents and purposes, Pi is establishing himself as the alpha animal on the boat. This 
connection was foreshadowed for you early on in Part I, following the episode with the tiger, Pi, and the 
goat. What other ways does Pi work to train Richard Parker? 

The regularity of events on the lifeboat is reminiscent of the habits of animals in the wild or in a zoo, which 
Pi has remarked on at length earlier in the book. Indeed, the lifeboat itself becomes a sort of zoo enclosure, 
and the tethered raft serves as a cage, protecting zookeeper from wild creature. Pi feeds Richard Parker just 
the way a zookeeper would, cleaning up after him in a similar fashion. The entire setup is familiar—clearly, 
Pi has learned well from his father. Pi follows in Mr. Patel’s footsteps, letting reason and faith in himself to 
serve as his guides. 

A few different points: If Pi is in fact Richard Parker, is this a metaphor for the way Pi trained himself to 
bring out his animal (tiger) instincts? Can we assume he is likening Richard Parker’s physical sickness to 
the physical and mental sickness that he went through…? Going from a non-violent vegetarian to a flesh-
eating animal. 

 
 



 
Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

1. Animals in the wild 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1. Pi (stranded on the 
lifeboat) 
 
 
 

1. “Animals in the wild lead 
lives of compulsion and 
necessity within an 
unforgiving social hierarchy in 
an environment where the 
supply of fear is high and the 
supply of food low..” (17) 

Explanation 
1. The animals in the wild are similar to Pi stranded on the lifeboat because the 
animals left in the wild have a low supply of food and a high supply of fear which is 
the same as when Pi is left stranded in the lifeboat with a 450 pound Bengal tiger. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

Distinguishing social 
hierarchy between 
animals, such as the lions 
in the wild or zoo, some 
being the predominant 
alpha male and others 
omegas.  

 
 

Pi uses the whistles 
and other techniques 
(224) to distinguish 
himself as the alpha 
male on the boat 
between himself and 
Richard Parker. 
 

“It was time to impose myself 
and carve out my territory.” 
(224)  
Techniques used are 
summarized into steps by Pi in 
Chapter 71. 

Explanation 
Pi has to prove to Richard Parker that he is to be feared, so he can get safe travel to 
the locker and sleep on the tarpaulin without being afraid of being attacked at any 
moment. Just as the ringleader in the circus manages to tame the lions to do his 
bidding, Pi is able to provide Richard Parker enough to fear about or at the very least 
prove his necessity to the existence of Richard Parker. 
 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
The rhinoceroses and the 
goats live symbiotically in 
the Pondicherry zoo. 

 
 

 
Pi and Richard Parker 
exist in relative peace 
on the lifeboat 

The rhinoceros/goat 
relationship is described on 
Page 29; Pi’s relationship with 
Richard Parker is found 
throughout Part II of the 
novel, as well as the final 
sentence on Page 354. 

Explanation 
One would never expect to find a rhinoceros and a goat living together peacefully, 
yet there they are in the Pondicherry Zoo. It is even less likely that a young boy and a 
tiger would co-exist peacefully yet Pi managed to do so for hundreds of days. As Mr. 



Okamoto’s report states, “very few castaways can claim to have survived so long…as 
Mr. Patel, and none in the company of an adult Bengal Tiger” (354). This statement 
emphasizes the strangeness of Pi’s relationship with Richard Parker.  
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 

Animals in the Zoo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pi, on the Lifeboat “All living things contain a measure 
of madness that moves them in 

strange, sometimes inexplicable 
ways. This madness can be saving; 
it is part and parcel of the ability to 
adapt. Without it, no species would 

survive..” (45) 

Explanation 
 
Animals from the zoo develop habits, specific habitats and structures they follow; like Pi, 
when they’re given a tough situation, they must endure in the issue and change their ways to 
survive. If an animal faced something they weren’t use to, their minds would set onto 
another division of thought, like Pi when he developed a different routine on the lifeboat to 
sustain himself. Rather than managing his life accordingly, he changes his thoughts of 
religion and through time, he does things beyond his will in order to stay alive.  
 
 
 



Richard parker: the tiger 
 

Passage Study 
 

[W]ithout Richard Parker, I wouldn’t be alive today to tell you my story. 
 

 
Page reference? Pg 182,Yann Martel-life of Pi  
 
Put the passage in context (what is going on 
at this time?) 
 
At the point where Pi says, “Without 
Richard Parker, I wouldn’t be alive 
today to tell you my story” Pi was very 
emotional (Martel 182). Pi wanted to 
tame Richard Parker so that he 
wouldn’t have to watch his back all the 
time. Secretly he wanted Richard to 
stay with him because without him he 
would have been alone and probably 
would have lost the will to live. 
 
 
 

Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references) 
 
The significance of the passage to the overall story is to inform the reader of the 
significance of Richard Parker. Richard Parker plays a huge role in keeping Pi sane 
and protecting him. On page 283 of Life of Pi, Pi is attacked by a blind Frenchman 
who tries to kill him. Richard Parker saves Pi’s life by killing the Frenchman 
 

 
Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
 
Pi goes onto the raft so 
that he is safe from 
Richard Parker but he 
isn’t. 
 

 

 
Pi goes on the raft to 
escape from the cook 
and even though he 
was out on it he wasn’t 
safe. 

 
“I had tied the……….from 
Richard Parker.” (pg 199. Y. 
Martel) 
 
“I spent the rest………the raft 
loose.” (pg 344. Y. Martel) 

Explanation 
 
Richard Parker represents Pi but in both situations Pi’s reaction to Richard and the 
cook are very similar 
 

 



 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
 
 
Richard Parker kills the 
blind Frenchman after he 
starts strangling Pi. 
 

 
 
 
Pi finally gets 
somewhat even with 
the man who killed his 
mother!!! 

 
“Then we fought 
and……….pieces of his flesh.” 
(pg 344-345. Y. Martel) 
 
“I tried to hold………..come 
back to life!” (pg 283. Y. 
Martel) 
 

Explanation 
 
The killing of the blind Frenchman by Richard Parker is a symbolic version of when 
Pi kills the cook. 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 

 
Richard Parker, 
metaphorically speaking, 
isn’t even on the boat until 
the hyena kills the zebra 
and the orangutan. 

 

 
 
 
Pi’s animalistic 
instincts aren’t even 
apparent until the 
cook kills Pi’s mom 

 
“Between my feet………Richard 
Parker’s head.” (pg 146. Y. 
Martel) 
 
“Worse still, he met evil in me-
-selfishness, anger, 
ruthlessness.” (pg 345. Y. 
Martel) 
 

Explanation 
 
The animal in Pi (Richard Parker) isn’t revealed until he it is absolutely essential. 
Which is kind of stupid when you think about it since Pi kills the cook after he kills 
his mom rather than while he’s still attacking her. 
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 
 
Once the hyena realizes 
what it has coming he 
doesn’t even put up a fight, 
he knows that his death is 
inevitable. 

 

 
The cook realizes only 
after he butchers Pi’s 
slain, beheaded, 
sweat, sweat mother 
that his actions where 
of satanic proportions. 
Because of this he 
allows Pi to kill him. 
 

 
“My brief experience 
with……...without a sound.” 
(pg 166. Y. Martel) 
 
“Then we fought………living 
any more.” (pg 344 Y. Martel) 

Explanation 
 
Only the cook’s and the hyena’s actions are similar not their reasons for do so. The 
hyena didn’t put up a fight because it knew it was useless, while the cook on the 
other hand didn’t put up a fight because of his guilt. Nonetheless the hyena’s lack of 
a struggle symbolizes the cook’s lack of a struggle. 
 
 

 



the Orangutan 
 

Passage Study 
 

Orange Juice was in a dangerous mood too…Dumb with pain and horror, I watched as Orange 
Juice thumped the hyena ineffectually and pulled at its hair while her throat was being squeezed 

by its jaws. 
 
 
Page reference? 
 
Put the passage in context (what is going on at 
this time?) 
 
Page 142 and 145 
 
Basically, at this time Pi is watching the hyena kill 
Orange Juice. He was watching, and he couldn’t do 
anything about it. There was no stopping the hyena, 
he couldn’t.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Significance to the story overall? 
Explain with specific examples from the novel – with page references 
 
 
 
 

 
Draw Parallels Between the Story Told in Part II and the Story Told in Part III 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
Orange juice is a mother 

and a provider of her 
young.   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Gita Patel is a mother 
and a provider of her 

children.  

 
Story One – “Oh blessed Great 
Mother Pondicherry fertility 

goddess, provider of milk and 
love” (123). 

 
“Orange Juice, zoo star and 

mother of two” (123) 
 

Part Two – “Mother, who is 
normally so unruffled, so 

calm, was worried, even upset, 
meant we were in serious 

trouble” (35) 



 
“Oh really, is this necessary? 

Piscine? He’s only eight!” (35) 
Explanation 
 
Both Orange Juice and Gita Patel are soul providers for their children.  They each 
have two young boys with whom they love and nurture.  Their maternal instincts 
make their main priority protecting and caring for their children.  
 

 
Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 

 
 

Orange Juice, the 
orangutan, was uninjured 
up until her death by the 
hyena.  She fought to stay 

alive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gita Patel was 
uninjured up until her 
murder by the French 

cook. She fought to 
stay alive.  

“Orange Juice hit the hyena on 
the head with her other arm.  

She was more than 
defenseless” (144) 

 
“Orange Juice lay next to the 

dead zebra.  She was 
beheaded” (145) 

 
“(the cook) hit me.  My mother 

hit him.  My mother was 
fighting an adult man. She 

shrieked and fell” (343) 
 

“He killed her.  The cook killed 
my mother” (343) 

Explanation 
 
Both Orange Juice and the Orangutan did all they could to survive.  They fought for 
their lives although they were both much weaker than their enemy.   
 

Story One Story Two Quotation / Page Ref 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Explanation 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


