
MACBETH 

 

Essay Topics 

 
1. Blood and violence are prominent in the tragedy of Macbeth. These 

motifs contribute to the theme of the drama. Trace the use of blood 

and violence throughout the play and cite images that contribute to the 

theme. 

2. Banquo and Macduff are foils to Macbeth in the play. Are we dealing 

here with entirely “black” and “white” characters, or is there some form 
of moral ambiguity at work in Shakespeare’s characterization? Explain 
with specific examples from the play. 

3. Macbeth makes a number of decisions based on the prophecies of the 

witches. Write a paper describing how the Witches are a controlling 

factor in Macbeth’s destiny. 
4. In some respects, Macbeth is a meditation upon "manhood."  Discuss 

moments in the play that deal with "manliness," masculine identity, 

being a man, etc.  How do the various characters in the play define 

"manhood"? How do these definitions shift over the course of the play? 

5. The character of Macbeth changes many times over the course of the 

play. What are the catalysts of the change? 

6. “Faith, here’s an equivocator” (II.iii, 8-9). Equivocation is a major 

theme in Macbeth. Discuss. 

7. Metaphors that relate to clothing are prominent throughout Macbeth. 

Explain using specific examples. 

8. Shakespeare uses many literary devices to tell his story (i.e. metaphor, 

symbolism, meter, hyperbole). Using specific examples, describe how 

these devices add to, or detract from the play. 

9. Is Lady Macbeth more responsible than Macbeth for the murder of the 

King? Is Lady Macbeth a more evil character than her husband and, if 

so, why? 

10. Examine Macbeth's mental deterioration throughout the play. 

11. Shakespeare has utilized a cyclical structure in Macbeth. Using Act V, 

Scenes i, vii, and viii as your basis, illustrate contrasts or ironic parallels 

within the play. 

12. Guilt is a powerful emotion, one that Macbeth has an abundance of. 

Discuss using specific examples from the play. 


