
Macbeth Film Assignment  
 

One advantage of movies over text is that movies allow you to 

easily and visualize and experience a story.  However, in order 

to grow and refine our analytic skills, we as audience members 

must learn to deconstruct and view media with a critical eye.  

 

Good film criticism is a process of discovering how a film did 

or did not work its magic on us based on the elements used to 

create it.  How does the use of colour, music, voice, and 

movement come together to manipulate the audience? How 

does the director create a vivid picture, and is picture effective? 

 

After watching Polanski’s “Macbeth,” do a critical analysis.  In your analysis, consider 
some of the following: 

 

 What is the overall atmosphere of the film? Is it an effective choice given the 

content? (actual story being told) 

 

 How is light used to create the mood?  Is it used effectively? 

 

 How are music and sound effects used throughout?  Are they used effectively? 

 

 How is costume used?   

 

 Are the actors appropriately cast given the characters they are portraying? 

 

 Often, when translating a text into a movie parts of the story are left out.  Did 

Polanski leave out anything crucial to the play?  Did he keep anything in that 

may have been eliminated? 

 

 How is the pacing?  Are there some sections that are too drawn out?  Or, in 

contrast, are there some sections that are too quickly over? 

 

Overall, look at Polanski’s big picture.  Is his interpretation effective, or are there areas 
where improvements can be made? 

 

Format: 

Your critique should be at least 1, but no more than 2 pages in length, typed and double-

spaced (12 point font).   

 

You do not need to use quotations, but you should use specific examples from the movie 

to defend your points. 

 

You should write in proper paragraphs, with topic sentences and concluding thoughts. 

 

As this is a review, it is YOUR OPINION, and does not require the conventions of a 

formal writing piece.  You may use “I”, contractions, and other more colloquial forms of 
communication.  However, remember that I am still your audience. 



Film Critique Evaluation 

 
 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 Level R Mark 

Content Strong and 

creative opening 

sentence that 

establishes the 

tone of the 

review. 

 

Provides many 

unique and 

relevant 

examples/ 

illustrations 

from the film to 

support their 

opinions about 

its effectiveness. 

 

 

 

Makes a 

provable case 

for the film’s 
merit and 

analyzes what 

worked and did 

not work in the 

film. 

Strong 

opening 

sentence that 

establishes 

the tone of 

the review. 

 

Provides 

several 

relevant 

examples/ 

illustrations 

from the film 

to support 

their opinions 

about its 

effectiveness. 

 

Makes a good 

case for the 

film’s merit 
and briefly 

indicates out 

what worked 

and did not 

work in the 

film. 

Adequate 

opening 

sentence that 

gives the reader 

your opinion. 

 

Provides some 

examples of 

action/dialogue 

from the film 

that support 

their ideas 

about the film’s 
effectiveness. 

 

 

 

Voices an 

opinion about 

the film’s merit 
and points out 

the film’s 
success and 

failures but 

does not 

explain why 

these things 

worked or 

didn’t work. 

Weak opening 

sentence though 

there is some 

indication of 

your opinion. 

 

 

Provides a few 

examples from 

the film to 

support their 

ideas about the 

film’s 
effectiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

Voices an 

opinion about 

the film’s merit 
but only focuses 

on the success 

OR failures. 

Poor opening 

sentence – the 

reader is left 

wondering how 

you feel about the 

film 

 

Includes no 

specific examples 

from the film to 

support their ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has virtually no 

opinion about the 

film other than that 

“it was good or 
bad” and fails to 
explain this 

opinion OR has an 

opinion about the 

film that is not 

backed up by 

examples. 

/10 

Style Sophisticated 

language and 

sentence 

structure engage 

the reader and 

convey an 

emphatic 

message. 

Inspired word 

choices! 

Language and 

sentence 

structure 

engage the 

reader and 

convey a 

strong 

message. 

Language and 

sentence 

structure are 

varied and 

convey a 

simple 

message. 

Simple sentence 

structure is used. 

There is an 

attempt to 

convey a 

message. 

Not enough focus 

on language usage 

and flow. The 

message is lost in 

translation. 
/5 

Organization Each paragraph 

includes a 

strong topic and 

concluding 

sentence. 

Transitions are 

expertly used.  

Each 

paragraph 

includes a 

topic and 

concluding 

sentence. 

Many 

transitions are 

used. 

An attempt is 

made to include 

topic and 

concluding 

sentences. A 

few transitions 

are well used. 

There are topic 

sentences. 

Limited 

transitions are 

used. 

Organization is 

lacking.  The 

paragraphs are 

choppy. 

/5 

Mechanics No glaring 

errors. 

No errors 

interfere with 

the message. 

Errors are 

evident and 

interfere a bit. 

A few too many 

errors interfere. 

The errors make 

the content too 

obscure. 
/5 
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