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Blogger of the Week Inquiry Assignment 
 
My Week to post and moderate conversation on my blog is: __________________________ 
 
On your blog you will post your own personal inquiry into something you are curious about, what you 
want to learn more about, and want to engage others in conversation over. 
 
Ultimately, you will be leading a class discussion on a topic of your choice. Rather than 
leading this conversation in class, however, you will be leading, moderating, and 
guiding it over the course of one (1) week on your personal blog. 
 
Topic = your choice: Must be approved by me so don’t wait to just before your week. 
 

● Blog about topics from other classes. For example, make connections between what you’re 
studying in another class and the text we are talking about in our class. 

● Create awareness for a local, provincial, national, or global issue. Try to change behaviour - 
channel your inner activist. (Social Justice) 

● Teach us how to do something you love and can do well. Create a post with screenshots, 
screencasts (like the ones I made you teaching you about the blog). 

● Write about something in the news or other media that has you interested.  
● What makes you go hmm? 
● The sky's the limit 

 
SWITCH IT UP! 
Remember, you don’t have to type everything all the time! Create a video blog of you discussing the issue 
or topic. Be the roving reporter and post your discoveries for us! 
 
Create a radio show (podcasts) where you express your thoughts and ideas through voice. Interview class 
members, other teachers, parents, experts, people in the community in your podcasts. Be creative. 
 
Photo Galleries can be very effective. Create a photo essay of a topic, post all of the images to your blog, 
and give us something to reflect on. Stimulate our minds and want us to explore your images with you. 
 
Not sure of all the tools, widgets, and pieces of software available on the web to help you out? Visit 
http://cooltoolsforschools.wikispaces.com/. It’s an awesome website jam-packed with tools to help you 
create awesome on your blog. 
 
Assessment and Evaluation (Exempt from Overall Blog Assessment) 
 
I will conference with you prior to your blogging week to walk through your topic with you and 
ensure that it is rich enough to sustain conversation (Assessment as & for Learning) 
 
Individually, you will receive the following grades (Assessment of Learning): 
Blog Post: (Reading, Writing, Media) /50 
Promotion (Oral): /40 
 
Active Participation throughout the semester (Reading, Writing): /40  

http://cooltoolsforschools.wikispaces.com/


 
But, Mr. Puley, I’m stuck! What do I write about? 
 

Write Something that Matters to You - I find that when I write a post that matters to 

me (as opposed to one that is merely reporting news or tapping into a popular topic) that it 

tends to connect on a deeper level with readers. I guess it is logical really – when 

something matters to you it shines through in the way you communicate about it and this 

has a way of engaging others who also think it matters. Another way to say this is to ‘let 

your topics choose you’ rather than you choosing what topics you want to write about. 

Write Something Topical - Writing on a topic that is currently popular or that people 

are searching for information on is definitely something to keep in mind as you select a 

topic to post on. Use a tool like Google Trends to watch trends of what people are 

searching Google for, keep an eye on social media sites to see what people are voting for 

there – these topics can be well worth tapping into – particularly if you find a fresh way to 

explore them. Local newspapers, blog posts, tweets, and memes are all great sources. 
 

From: “How to craft a Blog Post” (http://bit.ly/blogcrafting) <<--  Read it! It’ll be helpful! 
 

Research 
 
Your posts must be well-researched and demonstrate your understanding and thinking of the 
topic you are writing about. Demonstrate that you are aware of other conversations and debates 
about the topic by linking out to other blog posts and websites. It is called the world wide WEB 
because everything is connected like a giant spider web. Always be sure to link your ideas and your 
blog to other blogs. Identify that the conversation is bigger than you and that others have ideas on 
the subject. Very little is original anymore. Remember that and try to prove it wrong. 
 
CITE EVERYTHING IN PROPER MLA FORMAT (http://citethisforme.com) 
 
Considerations for Writing - Focusing on Readability: 
 

● Include a catchy introduction (with a recognizable lead technique). 
● A “what’s it about” paragraph should appear early on. Your topic should be clear. 
● Refer to the Inverted Pyramid diagram for blog writing - it should follow this format. 
● Include bullet points and lists. Break up your text. 
● Keep your paragraphs short. Include quotations and multimedia components. 
● Include transition / connecting words in your sentences to ensure unity. 
● Your conclusions should include questions to engage your audience and encourage them to 

get involved. Questions that start with “How” or “Why” will start the best 
discussions as they promote higher order / less ‘Googleable’ thinking! 

 
 
  

http://bit.ly/blogcrafting
http://citethisforme.com/


Approaches for the blogger / facilitator to consider during the discussion week:  
 

1. Keep the conversation focused on the topic: - point out that the discussion has drifted - 
restate the original topic  

2. Clarify and accept communication: - summarize a contribution - relate ideas to the main 
point 

3. State problem / topic in a constructive way - help clarify discussions / disputes in a 
non-judgmental way  

4. Summarize periodically - especially if the conversation goes long 
5. Behaviours to avoid: - judging or criticizing ideas or feelings - asserting own ideas too 

strongly - validating the opinions or thoughts of one student too strongly - lengthy 
comments - responding only to friends  

 
Facilitation is about seeing what the group needs to move forward and providing guidance and 
empowering the group; to do so, the facilitator can use any of the following strategies to facilitate 
the discussion: 

● Ask questions: to inspire a response is perhaps the most important strategy of the 
facilitator. Questions should be open-ended questions, such as ‘what, how, who, why’ type 
questions that encourages brainstorming and creativity.  

● Probe in-depth into a comment/idea: encourages more in-depth analysis, such as 
‘why did you say that? Or could you be more specific?’  

● Paraphrase: only for clarification of a comment made by a student, not to evaluate or 
improve it . 

● Refer back to earlier comments: which ties the discussion to previous student’s 
contributions. 

● Be comfortable with silence: the facilitator must be willing to wait once a question is 
posed as people need time to think and frame a response. Thus a facilitator should not step 
in and answer one’s own question . 

● Give positive reinforcement: this is a way to encourage participation, especially to 
students who are quieter . 

● Include quieter members: some ways to draw people out are to ask a student directly 
for their opinion on something that has been brought up, to refer back to comments that 
quieter people make to draw them out further. Refer to students by name. 

● Shift perspective of the discussion: if all students seem to agree, it may be less likely 
that a single or few students who feel differently would speak up. To get these students to 
speak up, the facilitator can ask if there ‘might be another viewpoint that could be missing 
from the discussion’. In addition, the facilitator can ask for the implications of the topic or a 
big-picture question; or the facilitator can ask for a specific example or for details to enrich 
the discussion that may be at too broad of a level.  

● Summarize: Occasional summary is helpful to keep the group focused. The facilitator can 
briefly summarize what has been said before moving on. Or, better yet, the facilitator can 
ask for another blogger to summarize, but it is important that enough time is provided for 
students to think before answering.  

  



DISCUSSION REFLECTION LOG FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS 
** Your discussion reflection log entries are due at the end of the week’s blogging period the 
following morning after class. Use as much space as you need to answer the questions effectively.  
 
DISCUSSION REFLECTION LOG ENTRY  
 
Name:  
Date:  
How often did you participate: 
Discussion blog title(s) and author(s):  
 
CONTENT 
 
1. Is there some aspect of the topic, results, conclusions, or concepts for which you gained a deeper 
understanding of through the blog discussion? Was there some aspect of the post that you had not 
thought of or that you ‘learned’ about from the discussion? In other words, what aspect of the post 
was clarified or illuminated as a result of the blog discussion?  
 
 
2. Were there aspects of the discussion that led to more confusion for you compared to when you 
read the blog post alone? Was the confusion resolved through discussion? Please explain.  
 
DISCUSSION SKILLS  
 
3. Evaluate your role in this week’s discussion period, in particular please answer the following 
two questions: What did you do that was effective at contributing to the discussion? What areas do 
you need improvement in?  
 
4. Can you think of a contribution from another student that stood out in your mind that helped 
move the discussion along or help the class to move to a deeper understanding of the material? 
What did the student do? (no need to mention names, just describe what the students did or said).  
 
5. Do you have any recommendations to the class as a whole to improve discussions for the next 
‘Blogger of the Week’ period?  
 
RATINGS 
 
Please provide a rating for YOUR overall contributions to discussion [1(excellent) – 5 (poor)]:  
 
Please provide a rating for the effectiveness of the class discussion at improving overall 
understanding and insight of the article: [(1(excellent) - 5(poor)]:  
 
Explain. 
 



 

Select a topic you want to research. In the first column, write what you already know about the 
topic. In the second column, write what you want to know about the topic. After you have 
completed your research, write what you learned in the third column. 
 

What I Know What I Want to Know What I Learned 

   



 



Rubric for Blogger of the Week and Class Discussion 
 

 80-100% 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% Score 

Dimension Level 4 
(Exemplary) 

Level 3 
(Acceptable) 

Level 2 
(Limited) 

Level 1 
(Minimal) 

10 marks 
Each 

Initiating Your Own Blog Post for Discussion (The Author) 

Discussion of 
Concepts from 
Readings, Class 

Content, or 
Personal Research 

Accurate; integrates 
breadth of concepts and 
ideas from class or from 
personal research. 
Correctly formatted 
MLA referencing is 
included. 

Accurate; several 
concepts addressed in 
a manner that 
stimulates thought. 
MLA referencing 
included with minor 
errors. 

No inaccuracies 
expressed, but few 
concepts presented 
and little effort to 
stimulate thoughts. 
Attempt made to 
reference using MLA. 

Several inaccuracies or 
misconceptions; 
minimal discussion of 
related concepts or 
from personal 
research. No MLA 
referencing present. 

 
 
 
 
 

/10 

Expression of 
Your Perspectives 
and Questions for 

Your Readers 

Intellectually robust 
perspectives and 
questions; substantive 
reaction to readings / 
research and provides 
support for reactions 

Perspectives and 
questions (2-3 each) 
are provided; 
substantive and 
related to readings or 
personal research. 

Perspectives and 
questions are provided 
but they are rather 
shallow. 

One perspective or one 
question is provided 
with little substance 
and/or lacks relation to 
readings or personal 
research. 

 
 
 
 
 

/10 

Monitoring Your Own Blog Discussion (The Author) 

Stimulates 
Additional 

Conversation 

Suggestions are made 
for investigating new 
questions related to 
peer’s post; invites 
additional viewpoints 

Open-ended 
questions are posed 
related to peer’s post. 

Yes/no questions 
posed related to peer’s 
post. 

No attempt is made to 
stimulate additional 
dialogue. 

 
 
 
 

/10 

Sensitivity 
Towards Others 

Views 

Has an open mind and 
respect for the views of 
peers; seeks the views of 
others. 

Acknowledges views 
of others and conveys 
respect for those 
views. 

Simply acknowledges 
views of others. 

Conveys antagonistic 
attitude toward view of 
peers, or ignores 
views(s). 

 
 

 
 

/10 

Discussions on Peer’s Blogs (The Active Participants) 

Thoughtful 
Reflection 

Reply makes multiple 
references to and 
integrates information 
from initiating post; 
questions post in 
initiating post are 
explicitly addressed. 

Reply makoes some 
references to and 
integrates 
information for 
initiating post; reply 
conveys substantial 
thought. 

Reply incorporates 
bits of information 
from initiating post; 
some thought appears 
to be given. 

Reply conveys minimal 
though about initiating 
post or about the topic 
in general; appears to 
be done hastily. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

/10 

Contribution to 
Discussion 

Makes substantial 
contribution and 
attempts to stimulate 
additional discussion; 
provides additional 
meaningful website for 
exploration. 

Makes a substantial 
contribution to initial 
posting; new ideas 
are supported by 
valid information (i.e. 
you need to provide 
references!) 

Provides limited new 
ideas etc., with no 
supporting reasons. 

No new ideas, 
information, or 
perspectives provided 
(basically reiterates 
initiating post). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

/10 

Sensitivity 
Towards Others 

Views 

Has an open mind and 
respect for the views of 
peers and seeks the 
views of others. 

Acknowledges views 
of others and conveys 
respect for those 
views. 

Simply acknowledges 
views of others. 

Conveys antagonistic 
attitude toward view of 
peers, or ignores 
views(s). 

 
 

 
/10 

All Posts to Blogs and Blog Discussions (The Author and The Active Participants) 

Writing 
Conventions 

Sentences are 
well-constructed; 
excellent grammar and 
no misspelled words. 

Well-constructed 
sentences and 
minimal grammar 
and spelling errors. 

A few instances of 
improper grammar, 
sentence structure, 
and / or spelling. 

Several instances of 
improper grammar, 
sentence structure, 
and/or spelling. 

 
 
 

/10 

 
 



ENG2D 

 Oral Presentation Rubric: Promoting Your Blog & Generating Interest 
 

 
Comments: 
 

Criteria 

R
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e
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0
%

) 

Level 4 
(80-100%) 

Level 3 
(70-79%) 

Level 2 
(60-69%) 

Level 1 
(50-59%) 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 
 Use of required 

elements 
(summarizing) 

Speaker gives a 
thorough summary of 
the blog topic with 
several important 
details. 
 
Shows a full 
understanding of the 
topic. 
 

Gives a complete 
summary of the blog 
topic – gives some 
details 
 
 
Shows a good 
understanding of the 
topic. 

Gives a partial summary 
of the blog topic – 
includes few details. 
 
 
 
Shows a good 
understanding of parts 
of the topic. 
 

Does not give a 
complete summary of 
the blog topic – includes 
very few details 
 
 
Does not seem to 
understand the topic 
very well. 

Thinking/ 
Inquiry 
 Effective inquiry 

skills 
(questioning, 
planning, 
development of 
logical 
arguments, etc.) 

 Critical and 
creative thinking 
skills  

Evidence of thorough 
questioning, planning 
and development of 
logical ideas/ 
comparisons 
 
Ideas are original, 
insightful, and thoughtful 

Considerable evidence 
of questioning, planning 
and development of 
logical ideas/ 
comparisons 
 
Ideas are thoughtful and 
show considerable 
correlation between 
media and text 

Some evidence of 
questioning, planning 
and development of 
logical ideas/ 
comparisons 
 
Some ideas make sense 
in the context of one or 
both media and text 

Limited evidence of 
questioning, planning 
and development of 
logical ideas/ 
comparisons 
 
Ideas are simplistic or 
unrelated to topic at 
times 

Communication 

 Clarity of ideas 
(organization and 
development of 
ideas) 

Explains each element 
and the similarities/ 
differences between 
them with a high degree 
of  effectiveness 
 
Main ideas are clear and 
supported by insightful 
details 

Explains each element 
and the similarities/ 
differences between 
them with considerable 
effectiveness 
 
Main ideas are clear and 
most are supported by 
details 

Explains each element 
and the similarities/ 
differences between 
them with some 
effectiveness 
 
Main ideas are evident 
and there are some 
supporting details 
 

Explains each element 
and the similarities/ 
differences between 
them with limited 
effectiveness 
 
Ideas are disjointed and 
there are few or no 
supporting details 
 

Application/ 
Presentation 
 Awareness of 

and interaction 
with audience 

 
 

 Oral conventions 
and techniques 
(eye contact, 
facial 
expressions, 
intonation) 

Effective interaction with 
audience; demonstrates 
exceptional awareness 
of audience 
 
 
 
 
Uses oral skills and 
techniques creatively 
and effectively to 
engage the audience  

Considerable 
awareness of and 
interaction with 
audience 
 
 
 
 
Uses oral skills and 
techniques effectively 
and with confidence to 
engage the audience  

Some awareness of and 
interaction with 
audience 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses oral skills and 
techniques with some 
effectiveness to engage 
the audience 

Limited awareness of 
and interaction with 
audience 
 
 
 
 
 
Uses oral skills and 
techniques with limited 
effectiveness to engage 
audience 
 

 


