
Frequently Asked Questions (2015/16 edition) 
 
 

Q.   What is this IPP stuff all about?  I never had to complete the IPP info at option sheet time last 
year. 

 
A. The Individual Pathway Planner (IPP) is a useful tool that helps you gather information about 

your post-secondary education and/or career plan so that you will be able to make informed 
and meaningful choices regarding course selections.  The Ministry of Education has mandated 
that all students in grades 7 – 12 complete the applicable sections of the IPP every year.  You 
should complete the IPP activities before you make your course selections – so start early.  
Support is available in the LC lab if you need help getting started. 

 
 
Q. What do I need to graduate? 
 
A. You need to earn 30 credits, including 18 compulsory credits; complete 40 hours of community 

service; and pass the literacy test or course. 
 
 
Q. I still have courses I didn’t finish from last year (ie. carryovers).  What should I do? 
 
A. Make sure you select those courses for next year as part of your 8 selections. 
 
 
Q. What do I do if I will be in grade 11 or 12 next year and wish to take co-op (including OYAP)? 
 
A. Select co-op as an option (you can choose from semester one morning or afternoon and/or 

semester two morning or afternoon), go to the co-op office (located down the hall from the 
cafeteria) to pick up a co-op application form, and discuss your options with the co-op teacher, 
Mrs. Boehm.  Mrs. Boehm can be reached most frequently at lunch time in the co-op office or 
through school email:  lboehm@hwdsb.on.ca  Students also should check for co-op 
announcements/information posted on the bulletin board outside the co-op office.  Information 
sessions will be held on Feb. 18, period 4, in room 105, and Feb. 19, period 3, in room 105 
and are MANDATORY (attend only one session).  Always check the announcements and 
Student Services web site (http://guidance.commons.hwdsb.on.ca) for updates. 

 
 
Q. What if I want to take an all-day co-op (system experiential learning) through one of the 

Board’s special programs (Healthcare, Building Careers from the Ground Up, Militia, Lime 
Ridge Mall, etc.)? 

 
A. Because placements in full-day co-ops are highly competitive, you should select 8 courses, 

write a note on your Course Request Sign Off Sheet that you intend to apply for a full-day co-
op, and then make an appointment to meet with your guidance counsellor ASAP to discuss 
your options and to follow the application process.  Once you have been ACCEPTED into a 
full-day co-op program, make another appointment to see your guidance counsellor to have 
your option selections revised.   

 
 
Q. What if I want to take a Specialist High Skills Major program (SHSM) at another school for 

grades 11 and 12? 
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A. Again, these placements have limited enrollment, so follow the same process as above for 
course selection and book an appointment to discuss your plan with your guidance counsellor.  
There is a Pathways Information Night being held at Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre at 1555 
Upper Ottawa St. on Feb. 11, 2015 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

 
 
Q. I plan to apply to college next year.  Should I know of any special considerations? 
 
A. Colleges will consider both mid-semester and final marks from FIRST semester to make the 

vast majority of admission decisions.  Therefore, you should make an appt. to see your 
guidance counsellor at the beginning of June to see if you can take the courses you need for 
college in first semester – this is especially important for competitive programs with science 
prerequisites.  Because of timing, you should aim to be on track in your courses at mid-
semester, or else a grade that does not reflect your ability will be sent to the colleges.  (Note:  
semester 2 achievement is still very important – the colleges retain the right to rescind their 
offers, if applicable, if you do not continue to meet admission requirements).  Admission 
requirements can be found at www.ontariocolleges.ca  Watch the gr. 12 powerpoint 
presentation for other important information if you missed the assembly in the auditorium.  See 
also the next answer. 

 
 
Q. I plan to apply to university next year.  Should I know of any special considerations? 
 
A. Although universities may use your grade 11 marks to determine whether to make you an early 

offer of admission, only your grade 12 marks will be used for final admission decisions.  
Universities will receive your final marks for both semesters, as well as your mid-semester 
marks for second semester.  On-track marks (ie. zeroes for incomplete units) will be 
calculated for both semesters for report card purposes.  It would be wise to choose your 
courses carefully and to commit to them – you will be challenged to manage your time well if 
you start and drop courses (and therefore start new courses late).  Remember that all 
programs require 6 gr. 12 U/M level courses.  Co-op may be used to fulfill G1, G2, and G3 
credit requirements (max. of 2), but co-op does NOT count toward the 6 gr. 12U/M courses 
required for university admission.  Admission requirements can be found at 
www.electronicinfo.ca 

 
 
Q. I would like to become an apprentice when I graduate.  Do I apply to college for that? 
 
A. No, you don’t.  An apprentice is a person who has been hired by an employer to work in a 

specific trade.  If you manage to secure an apprenticeship position (perhaps as the result of a 
successful co-op placement), your employer and a government representative will jointly 
determine when you will attend college to do the in-school component of your apprenticeship.  
See this web site for further details:  http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/employmentontario/training/ 

 If you have not been hired as an apprentice but you are interested in a trade, you may be able 
to find a pre-apprenticeship program at a college that will make you more marketable to 
potential employers.  Information about college programs can be found at 
www.ontariocolleges.ca 

 
 
Q. I would like to take an elearning course during the day.  What should I do? 
 
A. Choose all of your courses as though there is no elearning.  Then check the Student Services 

web site regularly to find out when elearning course offerings are available (usually April).  
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Book an appt to see your counsellor to have your day school course switched out with an 
elearning course. 

 
 
Q. I’m a high-achieving athlete and am interested in joining Westmount’s Sport Academy for 

grade 12 next year.  What should I do? 
 
A. You should select 8 courses on your option sheet that do not include Sport Academy courses.  

Then, see Mr. Pain in the phys. ed. office to pick up and complete an application package.  If 
you are accepted into the program, Mr. Pain will advise guidance to adjust your timetable 
accordingly. 

 
 
Q. Can I take a spare next year?  How many? 
 
A. You may take a spare if you have a minimum of 20 credits and can still meet graduation 

requirements by your planned graduation date.  Typically, students not planning for university 
take one spare in grade 11 and one spare in grade 12 (IF they have earned all of their credits 
to date), while university-bound students typically take a spare in each semester of grade 12 
(again, IF they have earned all of their credits to date).  Note – if you are choosing only one 
spare in grade 12, then choosing STUDYH (either semester) will give you the best chance of 
avoiding timetable conflicts. 

 
 
Q. After this year, I will need only one or two more credits to graduate/upgrade.  Is it okay if I 

come back for only one or two more courses? 
 
A. Sorry, this is not okay.  If you plan to return to Westmount, you must select a minimum of three 

courses (maybe co-op would be a good fit for you – that counts for two courses!).  If you need 
only one or two courses, there are other options available to you.  For further details, please 
ask your guidance counsellor for a copy of our Exit Plan. 

 
 
Q. After I graduate this year, I want to come back for two semesters next year.  Is this okay? 
 
A. Sorry, this is not okay, unless you have an IEP or there are compelling extenuating 

circumstances.  Graduates without IEPs may earn up to 34 credits in day school (repeated 
courses are counted).  Plan to return for one semester only. 

 
 
Q. I’m graduating and moving on in life.  Do I still need to enter options in the computer?  Is there 

anything else I need to do to get out of here? 
 
A. Congratulations on becoming a high school graduate!  Yes, you need to login to your IPP to do 

the completion tasks under “My Progress”.  Then you need to enter that you are not returning 
next year (walking figure icon on the upper right corner next to the briefcase icon on the main 
page).  You will need to print the Course Request Sign Off sheet, have it signed by a parent if 
you are under 18, and return it to guidance by the deadline – March 2.  In June, you will also 
need to complete a Grad Withdrawal Form which is available in the guidance office.   

 
 
Q. I’m not graduating next year, but I do plan to transfer to a different school.  What should I do? 
 



A. See the previous answer with the following exceptions – instead of completing a Grad 
Withdrawal Form in June, you will complete a regular withdrawal form.  You will also need to 
indicate on the Course Request Sign Off sheet the name of the school to which you are 
transferring and have a parent/guardian contact your new school to make the transfer 
arrangements.   

 
 
Q. I don’t have internet access from home, and even if I did, I don’t feel comfortable with 

technology.  Do I really have to do the IPP tasks and enter options on my own? 
 
A. Most students will appreciate the freedom of being able to complete these tasks at their leisure 

from home.  However, if comfort or accessibility is an issue for you, you can enter options in a 
lab during the week of Feb. 24th, or you can book an appointment to see your guidance 
counsellor before Feb. 24th.  There are also helpful staff members in the LC who can help you 
get started if you sign in on your own to complete your IPP and course selections. 

 
 
Q. I tried entering my student number and birth date as my username and password, but it’s not 

working. 
 
A. You probably changed your password to a different password last year.  Try a password you 

typically use.  If that doesn’t work, click “forgot your username and/or password?” and your 
password should be emailed to the account you provided last year.  If that STILL doesn’t work, 
see or email your guidance counsellor or speak to a staff member in the LC. 

 
 
Q.  I love band and want to make sure I take it again – how come I can’t choose music repertoire 

on the course planner like I did last year? 
 
A. That 9th option was confusing the students not taking rep.  This year you will sign up for rep 

through Mr. Bohn, and Mr. Bohn will pass on your name to the guidance office to have you 
added to the applicable rep course. 

 
 
 
Helpful Resources at a Glance: 
 
University info:  www.electronicinfo.ca 
College info:  www.ontariocolleges.ca 
Apprenticeship info:  http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/employmentontario/training/ 
Career Cruising - access your IPP from www.hwdsb.on.ca/westmount (click Career Cruising on the 
left sidebar) 
Student Services web site:  http://guidance.commons.hwdsb.on.ca (check frequently!!) 
Remind (receive text alerts from guidance):  text @wsmt to 289-203-1201  
Remind (receive email alerts from guidance):  send a blank email to wsmt@mail.remind.com 
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