Room 8 Sight Words
Today you will notice a key ring with playing cards in your child's backpack.  On these playing cards are 'sight words'.  Sight words (a.k.a high frequency words) are words that are found frequently in books.  These are words that your child needs to know in order to become a successful reader.  Many of these words need to be memorized as sounding them out does not work (i.e. the).  Currently there are five words attached to your child's key ring.  I am asking that your child bring these words back and forth daily.  I will review these words with your child every day and I ask you review these words with your child every night.  This does not need to be a long process.  If they don't get them right away don't get frustrated as they will also become frustrated.  If we keep reviewing them, they will eventually remember them.    Once your child has successfully read all five words I will add another five words to their ring.  Eventually they will have a ring full of 103 words they can read through confidently.  They will also use this ring for spelling during our writing block. 

One strategy that I have found to be quite successful with learning sight words is to focus on one or two words a night, particularly when starting off.  When reading a book with your child, have them read that word every time you come to it.  This repetition will help.  Also, have them find particular words in magazines, books, on posters, etc.  They get extremely excited when they find a word they can read!

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, comments or concerns.  Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Hall
