[bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/sites/podcasts/files/image/iStock_000008508482XSmall.jpg]Mrs. Hall’s Classroom Blog

I am excited to introduce you to my classroom blog.   I use my blog as a tool to keep parents informed of the ongoing events in our classroom.  It will be used as both a blog and a classroom website and I am hoping this note will help you navigate through the site a little easier.  To access the site please go to www.mrshall.commons.hwdsb.on.ca. 
There are a variety of tabs (near the top of the page) that will help you navigate through the site.  I am planning on using the Reminders tab for quick reminders during the week of events happening in the classroom and the school. This will be particularly helpful during the beginning of the school year, when writing in agendas is new, so keeping our entries short is essential. I may also use it as an additional reminder for those important notes that may be overlooked in the agendas.  I plan on using the In the Classroom tab to post  pictures of student work, anchor charts, success criteria and other information that will help keep you informed as to what is happening in our classroom (particularly useful when they tell you they did ‘nothing’ at school! :)).  I also find this helpful as a lot of what we do in the classroom is hands-on. This makes the connection to home a little easier without a lot of worksheets being sent home.  The Links will be updated with a variety of useful websites that you can use when the kids are looking to play on the computer or other devices – fun, yet educational – my favourite! The Calendar will be updated with important dates, including library and special food days.  The Student Blog is where students can post their learnings to our website through an app on one of our iPads in the classroom.  I am hoping to have this part of the blog up and running by October. On the far right you will find a virtual bookshelf. I will post some of the books we read in class to this bookshelf. You can use this as a launching point for discussions at home (sadly, you can’t click to read online – sometimes if you search YouTube you can find someone reading it!).  
You can subscribe to our blog so you will be notified when there is a new post or you can just go on and view the blog by typing in the website address. To subscribe to our blog, enter your email address on the bottom right side of the blog where is says “subscribe” (with an option to unsubscribe later). I recommend subscribing so you can get email notifications if I post a reminder that requires immediate attention.  There is also a spot for you to post comments and we always welcome positive comments and questions in response to our posts. 
Since I will be keeping you updated on the ongoing events and learning happening through this website, I am not planning on sending home monthly newsletters this year.  I am really hoping to get all parents on board as I think this could be a fun way to keep everyone excited about our learning (and to save a tree in the process). As we dive into new topics, I will let you know what we are working on and will also give you suggestions on what you can do with your child to help them.
There will be photo consent forms coming home in the near future to allow pictures of students to be put up on the website. I will not post any pictures of students until I have all photo consent forms returned.  If you prefer to not have your child’s picture on the blog, I am hoping to still put pictures of their work up for all to see.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Mrs. Hall
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