[image: http://www.musiccitydental.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/back-to-school-2.jpg]Dear Parents/Guardians


Welcome back to a new school year! It is an exciting time of year as your child begins Grade One or Two in our class.  I hope that you all had an enjoyable summer holiday filled with many wonderful memories.  I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and give you some basic information on how our classroom procedures will be set up. 
My name is Paula Hall and I have been teaching Grade 1 and 2 for many years now (over a decade, but I don’t always like to admit that). Although I have been teaching this grade for a while, my teaching styles and strategies are ever-evolving. This summer I spent some time reading books and articles that helped me better understand the philosophies behind “Inquiry Based Learning”, which is already woven throughout the Ontario Curriculum. This style of learning essentially has the students’ thoughts and interests at the core.  I will share some of my learning with you as the year progresses, via the classroom blog, but I wanted to share with you this one quote from a book, Unscripted Classroom, that really emphasizes why this type of learning is pivotal.    
	Robinson (2009), when referring to creativity and the lack of it within education, raises an interesting point: Since we do not know what the world will look like in twenty years, when today’s young children will be adults in the workforce, how can we possibly know what to teach them? The answer, of course, is that teaching facts that will quickly become obsolete is of no use. Rather, we must empower children to learn how to learn and to enjoy the process. Children will also need many chances to construct their own knowledge. Knowing how to investigate and think is a powerful tool that will stay with them forever. And if they become creative thinkers, they will have the potential to discover previously unknown paths.
I am really looking forward to a fun year of learning together!
Classroom Supplies
Students will be provided with all the materials they need to do their work at school (pencils, crayons, scissors, glue, etc.). The only item I am requesting is headphones for your child. Students use headphones for computer time and when using iPads (particularly when listening to books on the iPad). If possible, please send in a pair on headphones in a labelled ziplock bag so we can store them in the classroom.    All of our supplies in our room are communal (shared between all). If your child has brought in special items that they do not wish to share, please ask them to bring these items back home. Each student does have a small magazine holder where they may keep a few special items. If you would like to send in school supplies, we are currently in need of play doh and boxes of tissues.





Classroom Environment
This year I am working hard at making our classroom a warm and inviting space.  Check out our classroom blog (www.mrshall.commons.hwdsb.on.ca)  for pictures of our classroom layout. If possible, could you please send a family photo (or 2 photos for families living under two roofs) that we can put up (and keep up) in our class all year. I know I love to post pictures of my family in my workspace, so I think the students would love this also. If you only have electronic photos, just email them to me at phall@hwdsb.on.ca and I can print them for you. If you don’t have a family photo, I would love to take a picture if you visit the school at Meet the Teacher night.   
Inside Shoes
If possible, please try to send in a clean, safe pair of shoes or sneakers to wear inside only. This helps keep our classroom work areas clean and makes sure you child is prepared for Gym and DPA (Daily Physical Activity). 
Getting to Know You
Attached to this note is a questionnaire for you to fill out. This is a great way for me to get to know your child a little better and to get an understanding of your wishes for your child. Please fill this in when you get a chance. 
Remind App
I am trying out a new way to quickly and easily stay in contact via email or text (your choice). This is a more personalized form of communication (versus mass-communication via the blog). If you were in Mrs. Murray’s class last year you will be familiar with this form of communication. I can send out a mass text/email or send it to parents individually.  If you have access to a cell phone and prefer texting, enter the number 289-270-0981 and text the message @h9hdbkf. If you prefer email, send a blank email to h9hdbkf@mail.remind.com (the subject can be blank).  Thanks! 

If you have any questions or comments on how our classroom is operating, or if you have any questions, I would welcome the opportunity to hear from you.  You can contact me any time through the office or through a short note in your child’s agenda (or via email).  I am very excited to start another year here at Franklin Road and look forward to learning with your child! 
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