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Dear Family

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful, restful and memorable summer, and are looking forward to great learning and new experiences this school year.

My name is Mrs Jones and I will be your child’s teacher this year.

Being in a portable is a new experience for some of the students this year. Some suggestions for making it a good experience are the following:

· Please send your child to school every day with a refillable water bottle, as going into the building for drinks is a bit different than just stepping out into the hall. Not only is your child away from lessons for a longer period of time if they go into the building for a drink, but he/she is also expected to dress fully in the winter before they head inside, and that can take a lot of time away from learning as well.
· As the weeks go by, I will also encourage your child to use the bathroom during all nutrition breaks.  They will never be denied a bathroom break, but hopefully, they will take advantage of the time they have at the breaks to go. Please have this discussion with your child at home. 

· If you are comfortable with doing so, please send your child with their own personal hand sanitizer to use, as there is no sink in the portable

· A personal box of Kleenex also comes in handy

A few things to take note of this year:

· I enjoy taking pictures of the students as they learn and grow. If you are not comfortable with my taking pictures, for our own classroom use, let me know, and I will refrain from taking pictures of your child. 

· I will be sending Scholastic book orders home on a regular basis. If your family wishes to buy books, please include cheques and not cash with the order, if at all possible.
· Our Grade 4 students will be learning French this year, and we welcome Mrs Kotecki as our Core French teacher. The Grade 3’s will be joining their peers in Portable 5 for science/social studies at this time.

· Our Grade 3’s will also have Reading Buddies with the students from Portable 1. This will provide valuable reading instruction in a small group setting, while their Grade 4 classmates have their science or social studies instruction. Reading Buddies will focus on reading strategies and interventions as we see needs and strengths develop in the grade 3 students.  
· I am suggesting, but it is certainly not mandatory, that your child have the following items for school: pencils, erasers, glue sticks, scissors, markers/pencil crayons/crayons, and white glue. Please do NOT send a large binder to school. There is no room in the desks for bulky items.
Lastly, please find attached our class’ schedule. It is subject to change, but as it stands now, please take note of the days we have gym and library. 
If you have any questions or concerns at any time, please do not hesitate to see me. I am usually at the school very early in the morning, but can make an appointment at another time if necessary. Please call me at the school anytime.

Best wishes

T. Jones

