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Coalition Government

As leader of the Grits, George Brown opposed
the beliefs of the Conservative party. He was
John A. Macdonald’s political rival. For years,
the two men had hurled bitter remarks at each
other across the floor of the Assembly. If they
passed each other on the street, neither one
would speak.

But the future of the province meant more
to George Brown than his personal feelings or
his political party. He suggested that the answer
to political deadlock was a coalition govern-
ment. A coalition government is the joining
of different political parties into one govern-
ment in the time of an emergency. Together
they could do what no one party could do by
itself. George Brown persuaded many other

members of his own party to support the coali-
tion. Of the 130 members in the Assembly, at
least 100 would vote together.

The coalition government had two plans.
The first was to try to form a union or confed-
eration of all the British colonies in North
America. If this first plan failed, the second
plan was to split Canada again into two
provinces (Ontario and Québec). Each province
would run its own local affairs, but there would
be a central government based on representa-
tion by population to look after matters of con-
cern to both provinces. Other colonies could
come in later if they desired. The idea of
Confederation was beginning to gain momen-
tum in Canada.




