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Important	  Dates	  

September	  2	   First	  Day	  of	  School	  

September	  8	   Home	  Reading	  Book	  
Exchange	  begins.	  More	  
information	  will	  go	  home	  
with	  the	  first	  book.	  

Welcome!	  

September	  19	   PA	  Day	  –	  No	  school	  for	  
students	  today	  

Welcome back to school! I’m very excited to be at Dr. 
Davey and get a chance to work with all of you! If you 
haven’t done so already, please check out my new 
Grade 1 Blog 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca). I will be 
making regular updates to this blog with information 
about class and school activities. There’s also an Events 
Calendar on here, which is updated frequently with 
new important dates. I also have my contact 
information posted on the blog. You can contact me 
by phone, through email, or with a written note. Please 
feel free to use the method that works best for you! 

My monthly newsletters will also be added to the blog 
by the beginning of each new month. If you don’t have 
regular access to the Internet, please write me a note 
and let me know. Then I will make sure to send home a 
hardcopy of the newsletters and other important 
informational items. 

I also frequently email out class and school updates. If 
you are not already on my mailing list, please send me 
an email at adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca. I will make sure to 
add you. Thanks!  

Have a great month! 

Aviva 

 



Homework	  
While students are always learning and sharing a 
lot at school, it’s wonderful when they can 
continue their learning at home. I know that the 
students work hard all day, and that many of them 
are tired by nighttime. Taking this into 
consideration, the only consistent homework this 
year will be our Home Reading Books. Starting the 
second week of school, students will get to bring 
home a book at their reading level. They can read 
the book to you, talk to you about what happens in 
the book, discuss any questions/wonders that they 
have about the book topic, and even look for 
familiar and unfamiliar words in the text. I 
encourage students to read the book a couple of 
times before returning it to get a new book. 
Students should be exchanging their book at least 
twice a week, but they can get a new one up to 
every day if they want. 

 

During our day at school, I’ll also be taking 
photographs and videos that I’ll share on our class 
blog under the Daily Shoot link: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/categ
ory/daily-shoot/. Included in these posts, I will add 
some questions that you can use for further 
discussion and/or investigation of concepts at 
home. This is not required homework, but just 
another way for you to extend the classroom 
learning at home. 

 

If you have any questions about this homework 
routine, please just let me know. 

 

Aviva 

Forms	  
A big package of forms will be sent 
home with your child on the first 
day of school. Please complete 
these forms as soon as possible and 
return them with your child. If you 
have any questions about this, 
please just let me know. 

Technology	  
I believe that technology is a 
wonderful tool that helps students 
learn. That being said, curriculum 
expectations ALWAYS come first, 
and I will not be using any tool in 
the classroom that does not help 
meet these expectations. 

Over the course of the year, 
students will be using computers, 
iPads, Livescribe Pens, the SMART 
Board, flipcams, Nintendo DS’s and 
webcams to share their thinking 
with others and to practice their 
skills. They will also be using pencils, 
pens, markers, chart paper, 
notebooks, and regular paper, as I 
believe strongly in the importance 
of balance. 

Continued on the next page … 

 



Thanks to the use of technology, I also plan on blogging and using Twitter with 
my students. As the year progresses and students begin to write more, I plan 
on creating a group blog for our class through the Commons Blogging 
Platform (our Board Blogging Platform). When we start to blog, I’ll let you 
know, so that you can see our posts and even reply to your child. Since we’ll 
be inquiring a lot this year – asking lots of questions and wondering on 
different topics – students will also get a chance to do some micro-blogging 
(short blogging) through Twitter. We have two class Twitter accounts: one is 
missdunsiger and one is missdunsiger1. I also have my own Twitter account 
that we will use throughout the year: avivaloca. You can definitely follow 
along with these Twitter accounts if you wish, and even tweet the students as 
they pose questions and share their learning. 

Oral language is also very important in Grade 1 as students often share ideas 
aloud before writing them down. One tool that I love to use in the classroom 
is 105 the Hive: an Internet radio station. From school, we broadcast on 
http://105thehive.org, and you can go to this website and listen to our 
broadcast. My plan is to use this radio station for students to share their 
questions/wonders as part of the inquiry process, as well as share their new 
learning. We’ll also perform some “oral plays” online as part of Drama. I will let 
you know before we have a broadcast, so that you can listen in if you want, 
and even tweet your questions or comments to us at @avivaloca. 

While I feel that blogging, Twitter, and radio station broadcasts are great 
ways to provide an authentic audience for student work, learn from others 
around the world, and share learning with others, I also know that students 
need to be taught how to be safe online. We will continually be looking at 
online safety this year. Please note that I also regularly check all blog posts, 
approve all comments, and sign into all Twitter accounts so that students 
never know the passwords. I also don’t have students share their last name or 
any other personal information online, and I only post photographs and 
videos with your permission.  

I see the tremendous value of using technology in the classroom, but I also 
want to make sure that you see this value as well. If you have any questions 
about how I’m using a tool or why I’m using it, please contact me and let me 
know. These conversations are important! 

 

 

	  



	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of September.  
Every month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is 
learning in school. 

Language In Language, we will be focusing on decoding and reading comprehension skills. I 
will be teaching specific decoding strategies that students can use when working 
independently and/or in small groups. I’ll also be testing the students to find out 
their updated reading level, and then forming guided groups to work on specific 
reading strategies that are needed to move the students up to the next level.  

We will also be writing a lot in class. Students will be working on using various 
strategies to spell familiar and unfamiliar words as they write. They’ll be generating 
ideas for writing – most of which will be linked to our Science and Social Studies 
inquiries. We’ll also be learning some different writing forms, including sentence 
writing and list writing. Word Wall and Word Family words will help the students as 
they do more writing at school and at home. 

Math In Math, we will be exploring sorting, patterning, and counting. Instead of just 
focusing on one strand at a time, we’ll be linking math to some real-world contexts, 
which will also overlap with Science, Social Studies, and Language learning. From 
sorting books to exploring patterns in nature to counting groups, students this year 
will hopefully start to really see why math is important. 

Science In Science, we will be learning about daily and seasonal changes. Not only will 
students recognize these changes, but also begin articulating why these matter to 
them. They’ll be asking questions and finding our more about this Science topic in 
both small group and large group inquiries.  

Social 
Studies 

In Social Studies, we’ll be learning about rules and responsibilities and how 
responsibilities change depending on different contexts. Our new Social Studies 
Curriculum Document is largely inquiry-based, and students will be learning about 
different types of questions, so that they can develop their own wonders related to 
the big ideas in the document.  

Drama 
and Visual 
Arts 

Drama and Visual Arts are wonderful ways for students to share their learning 
connected to different inquiries. To help with fluency, students may also be reading 
plays aloud during guided reading. In class though, students will often be 
developing characters, using different mediums to meet various design challenges, 
and exploring the different elements of design. Please be prepared that students 
may get messy at school, but they’re sure to learn a lot during this “messy learning.” 

Physical 
Education, 
Health, 
Music, and 
Dance 

Physical Education, Health, Music, and Dance are all currently taught through prep 
coverage. Talk to your children about what they’re learning in each of these 
different curriculum areas. While students will not be getting Phys-Ed every day, we 
do DPA (Daily Physical Activity) in class on those days that we do not have Phys-Ed. 
Please make sure that your child is always wearing running shoes so that he/she is 
ready for Phys-Ed or DPA. 

 

	  


