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Important	  Dates	  

October	  2	   Visit	  from	  Lee	  Academy	  
–	  Reading	  Buddies	  

October	  9	   Meet	  the	  Teacher	  –	  3:30-‐
5:00	  –	  Hope	  you	  can	  
come!	  

October	  News	  

October	  13	   Thanksgiving	  Monday	  –	  
No	  School	  

Thank you everyone for a great first month of school! I can’t 
believe that October is almost here. Below are a couple of 
important notes about our second month of school. 

Friday Classroom Visits – As all of you know, I’m a big believer in 
the home/school connection, and I’d like to try something to 
further this connection. Beginning on Friday, October 17th, I’m 
inviting all parents into the classroom from 2:45-3:05 every Friday. 
Anyone that can come will be able to participate in and add to 
our learning environment. Sometimes we’ll do some full class 
activities together and sometimes we’ll do some small group 
activities together. I’ll explain to the students that some parents 
will not be able to come, but everyone can still participate in the 
learning.  

On the class blog, I included an important survey to find out more 
about your interest in these visits as well as any topics of interest 
that you’d like to explore more. Here’s a direct link to the survey: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13t5eFDcqppPO4wyE-
juELizdV93i8ZEnjH7UaearpGI/viewform?usp=send_form. Please 
complete it as soon as possible so that I can plan ahead for our 
first visit. Just as an important note, for all of you that can come, 
please meet down in the office at 2:45, and someone will meet 
you there to bring you up to the classroom. Thanks for your help 
with this! 

Halloween – Many parents have already been asking me about 
Halloween. I don’t usually do many Halloween activities, as I know 
that not all students celebrate the holiday, and many activities 
were done last year in Kindergarten. The topic might come up as 
we discuss seasonal changes (in Science) or responsibilities (in 
Social Studies). I do anticipate that we will have many of our 
regular classroom routines on the 31st, but knowing that some 
students may choose to write about the holiday as it aligns with 
their interests. Once I find out about any school-wide events, I’ll 
let you know. 

Have a great month! Please let me know if you have any 
questions about anything shared here (adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca).  

October	  17,	  
24,	  and	  31	  

Friday	  Classroom	  Visits	  –	  
See	  the	  Newsletter	  for	  
more	  information.	  

October	  22	   Photo	  Day	  –	  Students	  get	  
their	  pictures	  taken	  
today.	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of October.  
Every month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is 
learning in school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue focusing on decoding and reading comprehension skills. I will be 
teaching specific decoding strategies that students can use when working independently and/or in 
small groups. Now that the students have all been tested, I’ll be working in class with them, and the 
Learning Resource Teacher, LLI Teacher, and ESL teacher will also be working with them on different 
phonemic awareness, letter-recognition, and reading activities. 

We will also continue with our Writer’s Workshop, which is helping the students see themselves as 
writers and getting them to write a lot. They will continue to use various strategies to spell familiar 
and unfamiliar words as they write. We’ll also work on generating ideas for writing – most of which will 
be linked to our Science and Social Studies inquiries. We’ll continue learning about different writing 
forms, including sentence writing and story writing. Many students that are just beginning to write are 
also very interested in list writing, and we’ll learn how to expand on the ideas in these lists. 

Math In Math, we will continue to explore counting, while also looking at measurement and graphing. 
Instead of just focusing on one strand at a time, we’ll be linking math to some real-world contexts, 
which will also overlap with Science, Social Studies, and Language learning. We’ve already tried 
some Project-Based Learning in Math, and will continue to do so with the opening of Aviva’s 
Abstract Art Gallery (at the beginning of October). Many students are still finding it difficult to count 
by different numbers (1’s, 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s) and recognize various numerals. This art gallery activity 
will link with these expectations. Check out the weekly planning minutes to then find out about our 
next Project-Based Learning opportunity (connected with student interests and curriculum 
expectations).  

Science In Science, we will be finishing our unit on daily and seasonal changes. We’ll then begin learning 
about energy in our lives. Students can investigate the use of energy at school and at home, and 
even look at how they can be responsible for saving energy (this will align with our Social Studies unit 
as well). 

Social 
Studies 

In Social Studies, we’ll continue learning about roles and responsibilities, and how responsibilities 
change in different situations. While we’ve discussed this topic a bit in class already, we’ll start 
looking at it more in-depth the last week in September. I blogged about my current plans, and will 
likely be blogging again as the students share some of their interests and knowledge related to this 
topic: http://adunsiger.com/2014/09/27/making-the-abstract-concrete/. Please also check out the 
Daily Shoot Blog Posts for some suggestions of follow-up activities you can do at home (related to 
this topic): http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/.   

Drama and 
Visual Arts 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-
September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. In our Daily Shoot Blog Posts you can also see more about how 
students use Drama and/or Visual Arts at school: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/.   

Physical 
Education, 
Health, 
Music, and 
Dance 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-
September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 

	  


