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Important	  Dates	  
November	  3	   Start	  bringing	  in	  

recyclable	  materials	  for	  a	  
Math/Science/Music	  
activity	  

November	  5	  
and	  6	  

Away	  presenting	  at	  a	  
conference.	  There	  will	  be	  
a	  supply	  teacher.	  

November	  News	  

November	  11	   AM	  –	  Remembrance	  Day	  
Assembly	  

PM	  –	  Away	  at	  an	  NTIP	  
Steering	  Committee	  
Meeting.	  Supply	  Teacher.	  

Thank you everyone for another great month of school! I love 
looking back at where the students started and where they are 
now. It’s great to be able to celebrate their growth with them. 
Below are a couple of important notes about our third month of 
school. 

Friday Classroom Visits – Thank you to everyone that has come to 
our Friday classroom visits. The students definitely love learning 
with you, and showing you what they do in the classroom. This is 
just a reminder that all parents are welcome to visit every Friday. 
Please meet down in the office and join us in the classroom from 
2:45-3:05 pm. If you have anything specific that you’d like to see 
(e.g., a reading or a writing activity or a math problem), please 
let me know, and I’m happy to accommodate. Feedback after 
the visits is always appreciated! Please share what you’ve 
enjoyed about the visits and any changes that you’d like to see. 

Progress Reports – Progress Reports go home on Tuesday, 
November 18th. These progress reports do not include marks, but 
instead, three levels of achievement: progressing very well, 
progressing well, and progressing with difficulty. There are various 
decisions that go into determining your child’s level of 
achievement. More than looking at this achievement level, 
please read through the comments to find out more specific 
information about what your child can do, and what he/she 
needs to continue to work on. In the next week or two, I’ll talk to 
you about your child’s progress report during our weekly phone 
conversations. There is also an interview date on November 21st, 
where we can meet to discuss the report in more detail. 

Have a great month! Please let me know if you have any 
questions about anything shared here (adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca).  

Aviva 

 

 

November	  17	   Visit	  from	  Lee	  Academy	  
–	  Reading	  Buddies	  

November	  18	   Progress	  Reports	  Go	  
Home	  

November	  19	   Picture	  Retake	  Day	  

November	  21	   PA	  Day	  –	  Progress	  
Report	  Interview	  Day	  

November	  7,	  
14,	  and	  28	  

Classroom	  Visits	  –	  2:45-‐
3:05	  pm	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of November.  
Every month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is 
learning in school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue focusing on decoding and reading comprehension skills. We’re going 
to do some more work with word families and sight words to help students when reading unfamiliar 
words. I’m going to try to introduce this through our Shared Reading texts, and then work more 
specifically with groups of students during guided reading. Many students are also receiving 
additional reading support through our ESL teacher, LLI teacher, and Learning Resource teacher. In 
class, students are also reading independently, largely using the program Raz-Kids. Students can use 
this program at home too. I have the information on the class blog and also emailed everyone the 
details. 

We will also continue with our Writer’s Workshop, which is helping the students see themselves as 
writers and getting them to write much more. Students are currently taking an interest in writing 
longer texts – i.e., stories and comic strips – so we’re going to explore these forms more during our 
writing time. These writing forms lend themselves well to point of view writing, so we’re going to also 
look more at how to communicate point of view in our writing. We’ll continue to focus on 
conventions (i.e., spelling, capitalization, and punctuation) during our writing time. 

Math In Math, we are going to start looking more at measurement. I met with our Arts Consultant on 
Friday, and she gave me some ideas to link measurement, music, and dance. We’re going to 
explore these ideas in class in the coming weeks, and then link them with our big Project-Based 
Learning Art Gallery idea. This project continues to evolve based on student interests and needs, but 
the project is helping students see a purpose for their math learning. 

 As we explore more on measurement, there are also lots of opportunities to continue to practice 
counting, addition, and subtraction. Recording and analyzing data links with many of these learning 
opportunities too. Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find out more specific 
information about our math learning. 

Science In Science, we are still exploring energy in our lives. Students can investigate the use of energy at 
school and at home, and even look at how they can be responsible for saving energy (this will align 
with our Social Studies unit as well). Thanks to Angie Harrison, a Kindergarten teacher in York Region, I 
now also have a math/energy connection: allowing students to explore the different distances that 
toys move. Students will begin to see why toy makers might choose to use different forms of energy 
depending on the distance that they want their toys to move.  

Social 
Studies 

In Social Studies, we’ll continue learning about roles and responsibilities, and how responsibilities 
change in different situations. We are currently modifying some of our inquiry questions related to this 
topic, and then looking at sources we can use to answer these questions. Continue to check the 
Weekly Planning Minutes (http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) 
to find out more about where we’re going with this unit, and look at the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to see what the students have 
already learned. 

Drama, 
Music, Visual 
Arts, and 
Dance 

The Arts are linking well with our current measurement exploration in Math. We’re also looking at 
how to read and write different music, which is aligning with our Language expectations. Check out 
the Daily Shoot Blog Posts (http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find 
out more about how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-
September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 

	  


