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Important	  Dates	  
March	  3	   Grade	  1	  and	  2	  teachers	  

visiting	  from	  a	  
neighbouring	  school.	  
Observing	  our	  Literacy	  
Block.	  	  

March	  4	   Visit	  to	  Lee	  Academy	  –	  
Leaving	  at	  9:00.	  

	  

March	  News	  
February seemed to go by so quickly, and it’s hard to believe that March 
is almost here. With March comes March Break and a week off from 
school (March 16th-20th). While I know that students enjoy this week as 
some time off and a chance to recharge, I also wanted to provide some 
home options for students to continue practicing their academic and 
learning skills. Here are some activities that you might want to consider: 

1) Cook or bake together. Cooking and baking provide great 
opportunities to practice math skills, including measuring skills and 
counting skills. Students can also talk about healthy and 
unhealthy foods, and look at how to make unhealthy recipes, 
healthier ones. 

2) Go on a walk together through the community. Look at different 
natural items and man-made structures. Talk with your child 
about the community helpers that they might see in these 
different areas. What are their roles? What would happen if 
these structures or natural items no longer existed? 
Encourage your child to use letter-sounds and familiar 
words to write down some of his/her thoughts and new 
learning. 

3) Visit the library or bookstore. Many libraries and bookstores 
have story hours. Children can go and listen to what’s 
shared and partake in different follow-up activities or 
question/answer sessions. 

4) Create plays, dances, songs, and/or artistic pieces together. 
Students love using The Arts to express themselves. Creating 
plays, dances, songs, and/or artistic pieces together are 
great ways for them to share their learning and collaborate 
with others (you and/or a friend or sibling). 

5) Read together. Students can login to Raz-Kids over the 
holidays, or even use some of the Virtual Library links to 
read along with the computer (e.g., Pebble Go). If you still 
need the login information, please email me and let me 
know (adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca). 

If you have other activity suggestions, please email them to me 
(adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca). I would love to share them with other 
parents, so that we can all learn from each other. 

I look forward to another great month! 

Aviva 

March	  13	  and	  
27	  

Family	  Friday	  –	  Parents	  
invited	  to	  visit	  and	  join	  
in	  with	  our	  learning	  from	  
2:45-‐3:05.	  

March	  16-‐20	   March	  Break	  –	  No	  School	  

March	  6	   Mentorship	  Afternoon	  –	  
No	  Family	  Friday	  –	  Aviva	  
Away	  In	  The	  Afternoon	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of March.  Every 
month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is learning in 
school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue to spend more time looking at editing work and publishing 
completed work. We conference regularly during Writer’s Workshop, and students are 
getting better at going back and using the ideas from these conferences to add to or 
revise their work. 

During the guided reading groups, I’ll continue to work on different decoding and 
comprehension skills. I’m also getting students to talk more about how they know that 
they’re correct: developing their metacognitive skills. 

Math In Math, we’ll continue exploring addition and subtraction skills. Students are also learning 
how to tell time to the hour and half-hour, and learning about key times during the day.  

Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find out more 
specific information about our math learning. You will notice that we continue to review 
previously taught skills while introducing new ones to help students further develop their 
mathematical understanding of concepts. 

Science We are almost finished exploring structures, and will officially take a break from Science for 
most of March. That being said, the students are still interested in creating and examining 
different structures, and they’ll have opportunities to do so through links with Language, 
Math, and Social Studies learning (e.g., creating structures in the community or making a 
setting for the play that they’re writing). 

Social 
Studies 

In March, we’ll start looking at our next Social Studies topic on Communities. Students get 
to explore both items in the community, as well as the responsibilities of people that work in 
these different places. At this point, they’ve started to look at different structures in our 
community, and talk about the roles and responsibilities of the community helpers that are 
associated with these structures (e.g., garbage collectors that pick up the garbage from 
the buildings). After generating some more background knowledge on our community, 
we’ll start to ask questions that align with the overall expectations. We can then begin to 
explore the answers to these questions. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out more about 
how the students are progressing with their Social Studies inquiries. 

Drama, 
Music, 
Visual Arts, 
and Dance 

We often explore The Arts through Language. Many students are writing their own plays, 
and taking on different character roles as they dramatize them. They continue to write and 
sing many of their own songs, and often link them to the phonemic awareness concepts 
that we’re focusing on in class. Visual Arts often links with our Math Talk Mondays. Students 
are exploring work of famous artists, and even showing their understanding of different 
math concepts through the artistic pieces that they create. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog 
Posts (http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out more 
about how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-
content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 

	  


