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Important	  Dates	  
January	  5	   First	  day	  back	  to	  school	  

after	  the	  Holiday	  Break	  

Bring	  in	  recyclable	  
materials	  for	  Science	  and	  
Math	  	  

January	  9,	  16,	  
and	  30	  

Family	  Friday	  Visits	  –	  2:45-‐
3:05	  for	  interested	  parents	  

	  

January	  News	  
Happy New Year everyone! It’s hard to believe that it’s January already. 
First term is almost over, and we’re about to begin our second (and final) 
term at school. Students often demonstrate a lot of growth in these final 
six months of school, and it’s really important to support this literacy and 
math learning at home as much as possible. 

Here are some activities that you can try in the coming months that will 
help your child continue to develop his/her reading, writing, and math 
skills.  

• Try the Daily Shoot Blog Post 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-
shoot/) suggested activities. In bold, at the end of each 
Language and Math block section, I suggest things that you can 
do at home to reinforce the skills learned in class. These are 
open-ended activities that often link to learning in the content 
areas (i.e., Science, Social Studies, and The Arts). Students are 
always welcome to bring in their work to share with their 
classmates. This makes the learning meaningful, and often 
makes students want to try these activities out at home. 

• Bring writing materials wherever you go. Whether on a walk, on 
the bus, or driving in the car, pack along a notebook, a pencil, a 
pen, and/or some markers. Let your child write down the words 
that he/she sees. Can your child read these words? Play a game 
of “I Spy,” and get your child to make a list of all of the different 
things that he/she spies. If your child is still learning letter-names 
and sounds, connect these to the “I Spy” clues (e.g., I spy 
something that starts with an “s.”). When making the list, get your 
child to use letter-names and sounds to spell the different words. 
Children can then even try writing sentences using these words.   

• See stores as learning environments. Many students are still 
learning how to recognize larger numbers and count groups of 
objects (especially counting by 2’s and 5’s). Stores are great for 
this! Get your child to identify numbers in signs and on shelves. 
What do they mean? Let your child count out the fruits and 
vegetables that you need for the week (e.g., Get me 10 apples. 
Get me 12 carrots.) Encourage your child to group these items 
and count by more than 2’s or 5’s.  

I know that students are tired after a long day at school, and I don’t 
want them to see this home learning as something frustrating that they 
don’t want to do. Hopefully these activities are ones that you can do 
when spending time together: making learning a meaningful part of all 
that you do! 

Aviva 

January	  15	   Grade	  1	  teachers	  visit	  
from	  a	  neighboring	  
school	  (in	  the	  morning)	  –	  
Coming	  to	  see	  our	  
Writer’s	  Workshop	  in	  
action.	  

January	  23	   PA	  Day	  –	  No	  School	  for	  
Students	  

January	  29	  Visit	  from	  Lee	  Academy	  
–	  Reading	  Buddies	  in	  the	  
Morning	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of January.  Every 
month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is learning in 
school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue focusing on decoding and reading comprehension 
skills. I’ve found that many students are struggling with blending sounds to read 
unfamiliar words, so we’re going to work on this in small groups. During guided 
reading time, I’ll also be reinforcing various phonemic awareness skills through the 
use of Class Act.  

We will also continue with our Writer’s Workshop, which is helping students develop 
their writing skills. We’ll still be working on generating ideas, using various spelling 
skills to spell unfamiliar words, and writing using different forms. I’m also going to 
spend more time helping students edit their work, based on feedback from me and 
from their peers. 

Math In Math, we’ll continue to work on counting skills (especially counting by 2’s and 
5’s). This will tie in nicely to a further exploration on money and counting various 
amounts. Our Science unit on Structures will also lend itself to examining 2-D shapes 
and 3-D figures in more detail. 

 Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find 
out more specific information about our math learning. 

Science In Science, we are beginning a new unit on Structures. I blogged about some of my 
planning on my professional blog: http://adunsiger.com/2014/12/30/studying-
structures-what-would-you-do/. In this blog post, you can see the links to the Overall 
Expectations in Science, as well as some links to Language (Writing and Media 
Literacy) and Math (Data Management, Number Sense, and Geometry). 

Social 
Studies 

We finished our first unit in Social Studies on roles and responsibilities, and while the 
main ideas in this unit will continue to be discussed throughout the year, we won’t 
be officially exploring a new Social Studies unit until a little later on in second term. 

Drama, 
Music, 
Visual Arts, 
and Dance 

The Arts are linking well with language. Students are starting to dramatize some of 
their favourite stories (taking on different character roles) and even write some of 
their own songs (the special paper that I bought with musical notes on it inspired 
many students to write songs). After meeting with the Arts Consultant again in 
December, I have some new Visual Arts and Music activities to try out in class. There 
are some famous artists that use shapes in their work, so I think that this would make 
a great connection to Math learning as well. Exploring some of their work on Math 
Talk Mondays is one of my current plans. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out 
more about how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-
content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 


