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Important	  Dates	  
February	  6	   100th	  Day	  of	  School	  –	  

Listen	  to	  the	  Planning	  
Minutes	  for	  the	  week	  to	  
find	  out	  more	  about	  this	  
day.	  	  

February	  6,	  
20,	  and	  27	  

Family	  Friday	  Visits	  –	  2:45-‐
3:05	  for	  interested	  parents	  

	  

February	  News	  
January was another great month at school, and it’s hard to believe that 
February is almost here. Below is some important information for the 
month. 

1) Valentine’s Day is coming up. I am not planning a big party for 
the day, but instead, considering some different learning 
opportunities that will help the students get to the meaning 
behind the day. You can see some of my thinking in this blog post 
(http://adunsiger.com/2015/01/31/reconsidering-valentines-day/), 
and I’m guessing that my thinking will continue to evolve in the 
next couple of weeks. Please check out my Weekly Planning 
Minutes (on the class blog) to find out more about any formal 
plans. The students are going to play an important role in deciding 
what we do. 

In the meantime, if students wish to bring in Valentine’s Day cards 
(they don’t have to), there are 16 students in our class. Their 
names are Fardus, Samuel, Ricardo, Najma, Dahran, Jordan, 
Shyla, Dibya, Mariana, Sarah, Aiden, Jean, Natalya, Danah, Lili, 
and Cody. If you are sending in cards, please write one for 
everyone, as this is a great way to help all students feel important 
and included. Thank you! Please note that with the PA Day on 
February 13th, any Valentine’s Day Celebrations will happen on 
February 12th. 

2) Phonemic Awareness Groups will begin during the first week in 
February. In the primary division, one of our areas of focus is on 
developing phonemic awareness skills (e.g., syllables, rhyming, 
initial and final sounds, etc.). To best address the different learning 
needs of our students, we are going to try a new group option. 
Students will be split into groups with different students from the 
other Grade 1 classes. For 45 minutes every day, they will be 
working with one of the three Grade 1 teachers to meet their 
specific phonemic awareness and reading needs. We’ll extend 
this learning back in the classroom.  

This is a trial, and we’re going to reflect to see how it’s going and 
what changes we can make to continue to improve the plan. If 
you have any feedback on it, please let me know 
(adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca). Thanks! 

Aviva 

February	  13	   PA	  Day	  –	  There	  is	  no	  
school	  for	  students	  on	  
this	  day.	  

February	  16	   Family	  Day	  –	  Schools	  are	  
closed	  for	  the	  day.	  

February	  12	   Valentine’s	  Day	  -‐	  See	  the	  
newsletter	  for	  more	  info	  

Report	  Cards	  go	  home	  
today	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of February.  
Every month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is 
learning in school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue focusing on decoding and reading comprehension skills. 
Every day, I take the students in guided reading groups, and we work on developing 
different phonemic awareness skills, and then apply our learning when reading and 
discussing a text. Some of these guided groups will now take place in our Phonemic 
Awareness Rotating Group Sessions (described on Page 1). 

We will also continue with our Writer’s Workshop, which is helping students develop their 
writing skills. We’ll still be working on generating ideas, using various spelling skills to spell 
unfamiliar words, and writing using different forms. I continue to work with students on 
editing their work, based on feedback from me and from their peers. 

Math In Math, we’ll finish looking at 2-D shapes, 3-D figures, and symmetry, as we continue to 
explore structures (in a Science/Math combined unit of study). We’re also going to focus 
on developing addition and subtraction skills.  

Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find out more 
specific information about our math learning. 

Science In Science, we are continuing to work on our unit on Structures. I blogged about some of 
my planning on my professional blog: http://adunsiger.com/2014/12/30/studying-structures-
what-would-you-do/. In this blog post, you can see the links to the Overall Expectations in 
Science, as well as some links to Language (Writing and Media Literacy) and Math (Data 
Management, Number Sense, and Geometry). In February, we’re connecting with one of 
the Grade 7 classes to learn about structures together. There are some overlaps in the “big 
ideas” for both grades. We will spend more time creating structures and discussing 
successes, failures, and next steps. 

Social 
Studies 

While we’ve finished our first Social Studies unit for the year on Roles and Responsibilities, 
I’ve decided to relook at some of the big ideas as we create classroom roles (jobs) and the 
responsibilities of each one. We’re going to explore what it means to be part of the Dr. 
Davey family, and what happens when people are not at school. Who takes on the 
responsibilities? I want students to realize that they’re important and play an important role 
in the classroom. Since they’re already showing an interest in helping out more in class, 
now we can develop this “helping plan” together. 

Drama, 
Music, 
Visual Arts, 
and Dance 

The Arts are linking well with language. Students are dramatizing the stories that they write 
in class, as well as taking on character roles in our shared reading texts. They are also 
writing and singing many of their own songs, and linking them to the phonemic awareness 
concepts that we’re focusing on in class. Visual Arts is also important as we continue to 
explore symmetry, 2-D shapes, and 3-D figures. We’ve explored work of different famous 
artists to inspire us in both Math and Visual Arts. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out more about 
how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-
content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 


