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Important	  Dates	  
December	  2	   Holiday	  Bazaar	  –	  

According	  to	  the	  note,	  
students	  &	  parents	  can	  
both	  purchase	  items.	  

December	  5	   Visit	  from	  the	  Police	  Officer	  
on	  Stranger	  Danger	  –	  No	  
Friday	  visits	  because	  the	  
time	  overlaps.	  

December	  News	  
It’s hard to believe that the winter holidays are almost here. It’s been a 
great three months of school! 

The two weeks off for the holidays provides a great opportunity for 
students to rest, relax, and enjoy family time. I don’t want the holidays to 
be full of schoolwork, but I also think that it’s important to continue to 
develop literacy and math skills, even when on a break. Here are some 
activities that you might want to try at home. 

• Login to Raz-Kids (http://www.raz-kids.com/main/Login) and 
read together over the holidays. Students all know the login 
information, and I’ve emailed it out before as well. If you want 
more information, please just let me know 
(adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca).  

• Bake or cook together. Baking and cooking provide great 
opportunities for reading instructions, measuring, and counting. 

• Write “thank you” cards or emails. Many children receive 
presents over the holiday, so they can work on their writing skills 
by writing “thank you” cards or emails. Encourage your child to 
use letter-sounds and familiar words when writing. Even if not for a 
“thank you,” students can still write letters, emails, and cards over 
the holidays. I’ll be around for the two weeks, and if students 
email me (adunsige@hwdsb.on.ca), I promise to write back. 

• Counting, sorting, and patterning! Often, the gifts that children 
receive over the holidays are wrapped, and the wrapping is 
great for counting, sorting, and patterning. Count the items on 
the wrapping paper. Look for rows of 5 or 10 items, and try skip 
counting by these amounts. Get your child to talk about the 
patterns on the wrapping paper, and even create some of 
his/her own patterns based on the ones that he/she saw. 
Children can even look at different ways of sorting the wrapping 
paper to maybe even re-use for wrapping other presents. The 
presents themselves may be good for sorting too. See if your child 
can explain his/her sorting rules, and why certain ones are better 
than other ones. 

• Go on winter walks. Get your child to bring along a notebook 
and write down what he/she sees. Encourage your child to read 
environmental print (e.g., street signs). Children can even count 
steps that they take, or try to use their body to measure different 
items in the environment. Even getting your child to talk about 
his/her observations and wonders provide great oral language 
opportunities! 

Have a safe and wonderful holiday! See you in the new year! 

Aviva 

December	  12	   Visit	  from	  Lee	  Academy	  
–	  Reading	  Buddies	  

Family	  Friday	  Visits	  –	  
2:45-‐3:05	  for	  interested	  
parents	  

December	  19	   Last	  day	  before	  the	  
holidays	  

Family	  Friday	  visits	  
cancelled	  because	  of	  the	  
holidays	  

December	  22-‐
January	  4	  

Winter	  Holidays	  –	  No	  
School	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of December.  
Every month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is 
learning in school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will continue focusing on decoding and reading comprehension 
skills. We’re going to do some more work with word families and sight words to help 
students when reading unfamiliar words. I focus on this a lot through our shared 
reading texts as well as guided reading groups. Students get to review sight words 
and word families when reading their stories on Raz-Kids. 

We will also continue with our Writer’s Workshop, which is helping students develop 
their writing skills. While we are always focusing on generating ideas, using various 
spelling strategies, and experimenting with different writing forms, writing from 
different points of view and editing work will also be areas of focus in December. 

Math In Math, I noticed that many of the students are still struggling with skip counting 
and recognizing numbers, so we’ll focus on this more in December. This will tie in 
nicely to a further exploration on money and counting various amounts.  

 Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find 
out more specific information about our math learning. 

Science In Science, we are finishing energy in our lives. While we won’t be officially 
exploring living things until Term 2, the death of our class pets (some snails, a 
cockroach, and a centipede) helped the students make sense of living and non-
living things. We discussed this topic more as we went looking for new class pets, 
which include a worm and some ants. Living Things is an ongoing Science 
exploration for us! 

Social 
Studies 

We finished our first unit in Social Studies on roles and responsibilities, and while the 
main ideas in this unit will continue to be discussed throughout the year, we won’t 
be officially exploring Social Studies again until the new year. 

Drama, 
Music, 
Visual Arts, 
and Dance 

The Arts are linking well with language. After going on a snail hunt, students started 
to experiment with writing their own songs and singing them aloud. They’re also 
starting to act out some simple stories during and after read alouds. Music and 
Dance will be big areas of focus as we practice The Reindeer Pokey with the other 
Grade 1 classes. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out 
more about how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-
content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 

	  


