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Important	  Dates	  

April	  3	  Good	  Friday	  –	  No	  school	  
today.	  

April	  News	  
It’s hard to believe that it’s April already. Before you know it, the students 
will be ready to start Grade 2! The reading, writing, and math 
expectations increase next year, and I want the students to be ready. 
Here are some things that you can do at home to develop important 
language and math skills that will help your child this year and in future 
years. 

1) Read aloud to your child. Read together every day. You don’t even 
need to read together in English. There are lots of benefits to reading 
and talking to your child in your first language. Even look at pictures 
together. Discuss what words mean. Tell stories based on the pictures. 
Help your child develop language/vocabulary skills as he/she continues 
to build his/her reading skills.  

2) Talk with your child. Talk all the time. Go on walks outside and 
talk about what you see. Ask questions. Make inferences. Go the 
grocery store together. Talk about the places that you pass on the 
way. Label the items that you see, and talk about what these 
different words mean. Even play games of “I Spy” as you’re out 
together, but add in phonemic awareness concepts (e.g., I spy a 
word that rhymes with _______. Or I spy a word that starts with 
_________. Or I spy a word that ends with ________.)  

3) Write together. Make up silly songs, stories, rhymes, and plays. 
Encourage your child to use familiar words and letter-sounds as 
he/she writes. Help your child with difficult words, but even just 
encourage the use of the first and last sound in words (especially if 
your child is a beginning writer). Have fun playing with language 
together. We do a lot with nonsense words in the classroom (i.e., 
words that don’t make sense, but that children can read – e.g., 
bij, ut, etc.). Even write down one or two of these words, and have 
your child change letters in them to make new words. Playing with 
language is a good thing! 

4) Talk and think about math in the environment. When you’re out, 
look at patterns and shapes. Look at 3-D figures. Discuss why they 
might be used. Could another shape or 3-D figure replace the 
current one that’s being used? Why or why not? Baking and 
cooking also allow for lots of talk on measurement, addition, 
counting, and subtraction.  

Thanks for supporting your child’s learning at home! 

Aviva 

April	  6	   Easter	  Monday	  –	  No	  
school	  today.	  

April	  1	   Presenting	  at	  the	  Rewired	  
Conference	  –	  Supply	  
Teacher	  

April	  2	   Wear	  Red	  to	  support	  
Autism	  Awareness	  

April	  8	   Trip	  to	  EcoHouse	  –	  Bring	  
in	  forms	  and	  $3	  by	  April	  
2nd	  

April	  10	  and	  
17	  

Family	  Fridays	  –	  2:45-‐
3:05	  –	  Join	  us	  in	  our	  
learning	  this	  afternoon	  

April	  24	   Lee	  Academy	  Reading	  
Buddies	  Visit	  

No	  Family	  Fridays	  
because	  Green	  Team	  
Clean-‐Up	  in	  the	  
afternoon	  

April	  28	   NTIP	  Steering	  Committee	  
–	  I’m	  off	  in	  the	  morning	  
(supply	  teacher)	  



	  	  

Curriculum	  Topics	  
Below there is a chart of the major topics that I will be addressing in the month of April.  Every 
month I will give you this overview, so that you know more about what your child is learning in 
school. 

Language 

 

 

In Language, we will focus on adding more details to our written work. We’ll look at writing 
from different points of view and for different audiences. We’ll continue to work on editing 
and publishing our work, and choosing the pieces that we wish to edit and publish. 

During the guided reading groups, I’ll continue to work on different decoding and 
comprehension skills. I’m also getting students to talk more about how they know that 
they’re correct: developing their metacognitive skills. I’ll focus on developing some 
phonemic awareness skills in these guided groups (based on the results from the Dibels 
assessments). 

Math In Math, we’re going to start looking more at fractions. We’re also going to work on 
addition and subtraction skills, but especially at developing some mental math strategies.  

Continue to check the weekly Planning Minutes 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/planning-minutes/) to find out more 
specific information about our math learning. You will notice that we continue to review 
previously taught skills while introducing new ones to help students further develop their 
mathematical understanding of concepts. 

Science Our trip to Eco House will be a good introduction to our next Science topic on living things. 
We will be bringing back a vermicomposter, and students will be learning more about 
worms (and the role that they play in composting). The changing seasons provide a good 
opportunity to explore both living and non-living things, and even what causes some living 
things (e.g., plants) to die. 

Social 
Studies 

In April, we’ll continue looking at our new Social Studies topic on Communities. Students 
get to explore both items in the community, as well as the responsibilities of people that 
work in these different places. To help the children ask better questions and share more 
information about communities, try to talk to your child as you’re out in the community. 
What do you see? Who helps in the community? How might our community compare to 
other ones? We’ll be discussing these questions more in class as well. Check out the Daily 
Shoot Blog Posts (http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find 
out more about how the students are progressing with their Social Studies inquiries. 

Drama, 
Music, 
Visual Arts, 
and Dance 

We often explore The Arts through Language. Many students continue to write their own 
plays, and take on different character roles as they dramatize them. They continue to write 
and sing many of their own songs, and often link them to the phonemic awareness 
concepts that we’re focusing on in class. We’re even using some songs and plays for 
Shared Reading texts. Visual Arts often link with our Math Talk Mondays. Students are 
exploring work of famous artists, and even showing their understanding of different math 
concepts through the artistic pieces that they create. Check out the Daily Shoot Blog Posts 
(http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/category/daily-shoot/) to find out more about 
how students are using The Arts in class every day.  

Physical 
Education 
and Health 

Please check out the September Newsletter to find out more about these subjects: 
http://missdunsiger.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-
content/blogs.dir/3156/files/2014/08/Grade-1-September-Newsletter-2014.pdf. 

 

	  


