
Vocab Activity – Haiku Poem



Vocabulary Collectors
A haiku is an English imitation of 
a Japanese poetry format.  The 
traditional Japanese haiku
contains seventeen syllables 
expressed in three lines. Haikus
are often about mankind’s 
connections to nature, to the 
seasons of life, or they juxtapose
two seemingly unrelated objects.  
All in just seventeen syllables!



Juxtapose

• to place close together or side by side,

especially for comparison or contrast.

Examples

- Black and white photos

- Small person, big world



Vocabulary Collectors
A Haiku:

A haiku is a three-line poem, consisting
of seventeen syllables.

The first line has five syllables, the 
second line has seven, and the third has 
five.



Vocabulary Collectors

Oh, powerful sun                               (5)   
When juxtaposed with our Earth,  (7)
We seem small indeed.                    (5)



Vocabulary Collectors
In the twilight rain
These brilliant-hued hibiscus --
A lovely sunset.

-- Matsuo Basho (1644-1694)

Toward those short trees
We saw a hawk descending
On a day in spring.

-- Masaoka Shiki (1867-1902)

Over the wintry
forest, winds howling in rage
with no leaves to blow.

-- Natsume Soseki (1867-1916)



Vocabulary Collectors
Check out the following student samples.  

Decide if they should earn a 3 or a 4:

Online Student Samples to 
Analyze:

Sample #1 - Hannah

Sample #2 - Joseph

Sample #3 - Natalie

Sample #4 - Cole

Sample #5 - Chris

Sample #6 - Pat

http://api.ning.com/files/dIvj8Y3G1krCkthufctk62cBJFyENLVBbhzdGYnk069fDAWEOV5vV0iZZxLhZM-x8eOd5nZlHsU*swT4Aw9TPAtixeLhvPcN/Hannah8thpermeate.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/zNSLWuvsJ1J1ZZf3AW-fHExG7cQFzbx0NlurF2G4QmX93m4G*ysYpVLDlMVEpSvD6U9hHM*AZcJlYTs7ZZ6OuM1*lB8AvKaH/Joseph116.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/Tc1DvjhnAzX01EEhz56keVpEd1j6motaDGkF2mg8jDqN49zdju77pQdJ0g-pXsXgF*oOHUB8VX0rsYEnLxD*zNtbfSvwDcxy/Natalie1116.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/Pwx68GFnuuBGjAtZWiPpIn8aT9*an4vybdu0FHo6tZl-DM-UH3cT3Dkk4*UI7LDoz2BG83ZM3PVsY-Z2oPJjuhbjStuSqqn9/Colehaiku.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/ea4x8ggFHeLPZO8dhj465UpOUO26VwkkTmIqzrks7n*H8LtKbvMuGZnUCiv3pB2f7Oxcx2-6RcWjKEqTpy1e9Yuk8U8V9faS/ChrisSCHOLERIC.jpg
http://api.ning.com/files/ea4x8ggFHeIrihntoBwxETIK1dgMr-GZPFD6c4lC4EQR631GaFxivbWgvUQDynBC9fbfF9oTgZ4Vyrza0pVmNLvofvw5QS1Z/PatrickDOMINION.jpg


Haiku Success Criteria:

 All the words are spelled correctly 

 The vocab word is underlined

 The haiku juxtaposes two unrelated items OR
links to nature somehow

 The haiku uses the 5-7-5 syllable pattern

 The haiku is neatly presented in a colourful or 
visual way

 I have included all the required elements of a 
vocab entry (definition in own words, found, part 
of speech)


