Reading Strategy – Asking Questions

Learning Goal:  I will be able to ask and discuss effective questions to help me improve my comprehension of the text I am reading.

The levels and types of comprehension questions are described below.
A. In the Text : The answers are right there in the text. These types of questions are literal.
· Right There The answer is in one sentence of the text; the question and answer usually have the same wording. Answers usually are one-word or short-phrase responses. There is usually only one right answer to Right There questions. Some examples of phrases used for Right There questions:                                                                                                                                     Who is....? 
When is...? 
Where is...? 
How many..? 
When did...? 
What is...?                                                                                                                                                                            
· Think and Search The answer is found in several parts of the text. The question and answer have different wordings. Answers are usually short answers. Some examples of phrases used for Think and Search questions: 
For what reason...? 
How did...?
Why was...? 
What caused...?

B. In My Head:  You must use your prior knowledge to answer these types of questions.
· Author and Me:   The answer to the question comes from both clues in the text and your prior knowledge.  You will need to synthesize the text to fully understand the question. Some examples of phrases used for Author and Me questions are:
Would you...? 
Which character...? 
Did you agree with...? 
What did you think of...?

· On My Own The answer comes entirely from your prior knowledge. These questions require inferential and evaluative thinking. Answers do not require information from the text, but do require that you make some type of judgment about or relate to the topic of the text.                        Some examples of phrases used for On My Own questions are:                                                                 Do you know...?                                                                                                                                              Have you ever...?                                                                                                                                          Would you ever …?
How might you …?

Sam and Tanya were hiking in the Black Mountains. The rain from the night before made the leaves and rocks slippery. They planned to reach the top of the mountain by noon, so they started hiking early in the morning and planned to reach the bottom of the mountain before dark. Halfway up the mountain Sam slipped and broke his leg.

	




Questions:
	Right There Question
	Where did Sam and Tanya go hiking?
	



	
	Think and Search Question

	How did Sam fall?
	





	
	Author and Me Question


	Do you think that they got down the mountain before dark?
	






	
	On your own question
(Higher order type of question 
	Do you think that it is smart for inexperienced people to do serious hiking on their own?
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Questions:
	Right There Question
	Where did Sam and Tanya go hiking?
	Sam and Tanya went hiking in the Black Mountains



	
	Think and Search Question

	How did Sam fall?
	Sam probably fell on the slippery rocks and leaves

	
	Author and Me Question


	Do you think that they got down the mountain before dark?
	No, I do not think that Tanya could carry Sam down because the path was slippery and they were already halfway up the mountain. She would have to get help, and it would take a while to hike all the way back down, find help, and then hike back up. I think that it would be dark by the time all of that happened.

	
	On your own question
(Higher order type of question 
	Do you think that it is smart for inexperienced people to do serious hiking on their own?
	I do not think that inexperience people should go hiking on their own unless they are very familiar with the area that they are in, unless they have a way to contact help in case of an emergency, such as a cell phone.  Too often we hear of cases where emergency services have to go in and rescue people who get stuck while hiking in unfamiliar or unsafe locations.



