SK October Newsletter
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Dear Parents,

Wow!  It is hard to believe that September is over.  It has been a wonderful month.  Your children have been working very hard. We start October with a fresh new start!  Thank you for your patience as many tough decisions were made at Ancaster Meadow after the reduction of our Grade 1 teacher Mrs. Pirie.  I am pleased to announce that we have five new grade one students joining our class.  Please stay tuned to our website for more updates.  

Monthly Curriculum Topics:

Math: This month we will continue working on number patterns, as well as developing number recognition and counting skills: counting by 1’s, 5’s, and 10’s.  We will also extend these skills by focusing on graphing to learn new information.  Following this we will look at sorting and number patterns to number 10.  An excellent way to practice these skills is by counting together, playing number card games like Go Fish or War.  Also, having your child write down meaningful numbers like family birthdays or your phone number for additional practice.  
Reading: Your children have been bringing home a reading folder every night.  Please ensure that this folder is returned daily.   The children are encouraged to read or be read to for ten minutes a night. They should also practice the word ring to develop their sight vocabulary.  I will be adding new words weekly.  Please have your child retell things that happened in the book. 

Writing:  Your child is encouraged to write daily in many meaningful and engaging ways.  For example; in September we wrote all about us!  What we like, What we can do, who our family and friends are etc.  We wrote mail in the writing centre and the children created menus and took orders in our restaurant.  My goal is to equip your child with any many strategies for accessing writing…. whether it be sounding out the word, looking for clues around the room or within a flyer or on the label.  Please help them to notice these things at home too.  
Oral Language: This month we will begin our Student of the Week Program.  Each child is going to have the opportunity to be the student of the week.  This special role involves some preparation but will be very meaningful to each child.  Please watch the website as more details are forthcoming.  
Social Studies:  Our focus on Rules and Responsibilities will continue this month.  Look forward to seeing the Rules your child prefers when they are BOSS for the Day!  
Gym: The children are required to have proper running shoes for gym.  They have gym on Day 2, Day 4, and Day 5 .  Running shoes are also needed for DPA (Daily Physical Activity) on the days that the children do not have gym.  Thank you! 

Dates to Remember: 
 


    October 1st , Milk Days begin everyday (Including A Days)
    October 4th, Picture Day and Meet the Teacher 3:45-4:15
                                     October 5th, Terry Fox Final Assembly 




    October 8th, Happy Thanksgiving (No School) 



    October 15th, Pizza Days begin 



    October 31st, Halloween 
Halloween:
This is always an exciting celebration for our students.  The children will be wearing their costumes to school on October 30th, 2012 excluding any items that may be easily lost or broken.  We will begin our parade after the announcements.   All parents are welcome to join us for this time.  We will have many fun activities planned including some additional snacks.  It would be my recommendation to send in healthy yet fun options like fruit kebabs, or fun shaped cheese and crackers, muffins or popcorn treats.  Please note we do have a student wilth serious allergies to nuts, eggs, and shellfish so please plan accordingly.  Many thanks for your consideration.  More information will follow closer to the date.  
I look forward to meeting you on Thursday.  If you are unable to attend but would like to meet or come for a classroom visit, please call or email and we can coordinate. Many thanks

Mrs Reed 

