November 2012 Newsletter
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Dear Parents,

 What another exciting month at school!  Your children have been working very hard and we are pleased with their progress.  Towards the end of this month we transitioned from skip counting, sorting and patterning to addition math stories.  We also completed our Rules and Responsibilities unit when our students were Boss for the day!
Our new learning cycle will be focused on why living things are important and should be treated with care and respect.  We will use this big idea to support our learning goal.  The goal is, we are learning to read, understand and communicate our thinking in a variety of ways.  We are very excited about this new cycle as we will be able bring learning to life as we discover living things in our school yard, as we create habitats in our classrooms and lastly as we problem solve ways to help the environment at school and at home.  The emphasis of our reading will be on non-fiction materials and our writing focus will be writing a simple research report.    Lastly, our character trait of Empathy will be explored further this month as we consider how we treat others including the environment.  
Reading: Your children have been bringing home a reading folder every night.  Please ensure that this folder is returned daily.   The children are encouraged to read or be read to for ten minutes a night. They should also practice the word ring to develop their sight vocabulary.  I will be adding new words weekly.  Please have your child retell things that happened in the book.  
Time permitting please take advantage of the reading materials on your child’s RAZ kids account... the options are endless.  Also, this month we will be sending home our family literacy bags.  These will be sent home on a Monday and can be returned on Friday.  Each bags has a wonderful story along with fun and meaningful activities to do as a family.  I hope you enjoy this wonderful resource.  
Oral Language:  Our ‘Student of the Week’ and VIP program began this month.  Each child has done a wonderful job of decorating their posters and sharing with the class.  We look forward to more this month.  Check out the website for Octobers Special Students.  
Math: This month we will be working on addition and subtraction.  We will also continue to delve deeper into data management.  Our students will be asking many questions this month especially around living things and the environment. Our goal is to learn new information through organized pictorial data and graphs.  

Gym: The children are required to have proper running shoes for gym.  They have gym on Day 2, Day 4, and Day 5 .  Running shoes are also needed for DPA (Daily Physical Activity) on the days that the children do not have gym.  Thank you! 

Dates to Remember: 
 


November 5th, 12th,19th, 26th: Pizza Day

                     November 8th: Picture Retake Day



November 9th: Remebrance Day 




November 15th: Parent Workshop: Know your Brain; Change                  


Your Life 




November 19th: Poinsettia Orders Due




November 20th:  Grade 1-8 Progress Reports Go Home




November 23rd: PA Day Interview Day

Happy Birthday to….
We look forward to meeting you later this month at parent teacher interviews.  More details regarding specific interview times will be forth coming.  Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have any questions.  
Kind Regards, 

Mrs. Reed  

Mrs. Howe            Mrs. Money          Mrs. Doyle 
