
September News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger

Welcome
Welcome back to school! We’re both looking forward to a great year! If you haven’t done so already, 
please  check  out  our  Grade  6  Website  (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca).  We  will  be  making 
regular updates to this website with information about class and school activities. There’s also an Events 
Calendar  on  here,  which is  updated frequently  with new important  dates.  We  also have our  contact 
information posted on the website.  You can contact us by phone, through email, or through your child’s 
agenda. Please feel free to use the method that works best for you!

Our monthly newsletters will also be added to the website by the beginning of the new month. If you don’t 
have regular access to the Internet, please write a note in your child’s agenda and let us know. Then we will  
make sure to send home a hard copy of the newsletters and other important informational items. 

We also frequently email out class and school updates. If you are not already on our school email list, please 
go the Ancaster Meadow Website homepage (http://schools.hwdsb.on.ca/ancastermeadow), and click on 
the  Email List Form link to add your information. You can also email me (Aviva) to get a link to the form: 
aviva.dunsiger@hwdsb.on.ca. 

Important Dates
Important dates will be confirmed during the first couple of weeks of school. We don’t have any confirmed 
events for September at this point, but as soon as we do, we will post these events on the Events Calendar 
on our website. Thank you for being so understanding about this!

Homework
We believe that homework is a great way for students to practice the skills that they’ve learned in class. We 
both believe very strongly in differentiation and ensuring that all students are successful both in class and 
when completing homework. That being said, we know that many students are incredibly busy with after 
school and evening activities, and we understand the importance of these as well. As a result, the majority 
of our homework will be the same each week, and we will give a full week for the students to complete the 
homework that they receive. This way, they can balance their academic and extracurricular needs. For our 
regular homework, we have  Multiple Choice Mondays, Writing Wednesdays,  and  Formula Fridays. These 
homework activities align with curriculum expectations, our TLCPs (Teaching Learning Critical Pathways), 
and  EQAO.  An  explanation  of  each  of  the  homework  activities  is  available  on  the  website  under 
Photographs And Information  About  Class  And School  Activities  and the sub-menu of  Homework. Most 
homework activities will be sent home in hard copy as well as posted on the website. Homework is also listed 
on the Events Calendar, so that you can easily track what is due throughout the year. Please note that for 
the first week of school, there will not be a Multiple Choice Monday (because of the Labour Day holiday) 
and there will  not be a Writing Wednesday (as we will still  be in the process of modelling this writing for 
students and co-developing Success Criteria). Formula Fridays will start the first week though. 
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Forms
A big package of forms will be sent home with your child at the very beginning of the school year. Please 
complete all of these forms as soon as possible and return them to us in your child’s agenda. If you have 
any questions about these forms, please let us know.

Technology
We both believe that technology is a wonderful tool to help students learn.  That being said, curriculum 
expectations ALWAYS come first, and we will not be using any tool in the classroom that does not help meet 
these expectations. 

Over  the  course  of  the  year,  students  will  be  using  computers,  iPads,  iPod  Touches,  Livescribe  Pens, 
Blackberry Playbooks, the SMART Board, flipcams, digital cameras, webcams, old Palm Pilots, and Nintendo 
DS’  to  share their  learning with others  and to practice their  skills.  They will  also  be using pencils,  pens, 
markers,  chart paper,  notebooks, and regular  paper,  as we both believe strongly in the importance of 
balance. 

Royan Lee, a fantastic Grade 7 teacher from the York Region District School Board, wrote a wonderful blog 
post on The Thinking Book, and how he helps find the balance between writing on paper and writing on 
devices: http://spicylearning.wordpress.com/2012/08/19/the-thinking-book. We definitely recommend that 
you read this post, as it’s certainly inspired us, and in fact, we plan on using Thinking Books this year!

Thanks to the use of this technology, we plan on blogging and using Twitter with our students. We will be 
blogging through our Board blogging platform on the Commons, and each student will be a contributor to 
our group blog: http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca. We also have two class Twitter accounts that we will be 
using with the students, particularly for Multiple Choice Mondays: one is 6band6d and one is 6dand6b. We 
also have our own Twitter accounts that may be used throughout the year: avivaloca and _missginab. You 
can definitely follow along with these Twitter accounts if you wish, and even tweet the students during our 
regular Twitter chats.

While we feel  that blogging and Twitter are great  ways to provide a meaningful  audience for  student 
writing, learn from others from around the world, and share learning with others, we also know that students 
need to be taught how to be safe online. Students will often hear us discuss “digital footprints,” as well as 
safe and responsible use of these social media tools. We’ll also be using Edmodo, a private social network, 
for one of our early literacy activities. Having this private interaction first is a great way to slowly teach 
students how to interact in the public forum.

Please also note that we regularly check all blog posts, that we approve all comments, and that we sign 
into all Twitter accounts, so the students never know the passwords. We also don’t have students share their 
last name or any other personal information online, and we only post photographs and videos with your 
approval. We see the tremendous value of using technology in the classroom, but we also want to make 
sure that you see this value as well. If you have any questions about how we’re using a tool or why we’re 
using it, please contact us and let us know. These conversations are important!

Curriculum Topics
On the next page, there is a chart of the major topics that we will be teaching for the month of September. 
Homework will be based on these topics. You will also see some information on our first TLCP (Teaching 
Learning  Critical  Pathways).  This  TLCP  not  only  addresses  Language  expectations,  but  also  Character 
Education, as well as select Science and Social Studies expectations. We’re very excited about this TLCP, 
and we hope that you hear the students discussing some of the key components of it at home.
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Language Our focus is on making meaningful connections and summarizing work. Students will focus 
on this in the reading, writing, and oral language activities that they do. They are also writing 
and creating media works using various forms.

TLCP #1

Big Idea: Why should we accept everybody regardless of differences?

Learning Goal: We are learning to gather and organize our ideas to share new information 
and connections with others using various forms.

Success Criteria: 

1) I can choose an appropriate form to share my ideas.

2) I can make connections to what I’ve read, seen, and heard.

3) I can connect what I’ve learned to new situations.

4) I can find the most important ideas from what I’ve read.

5) I can gather information from various sources to help me with my writing.

Students will be working towards creating their own media literacy piece to inform primary 
students  about  accepting  others  regardless  of  differences.  This  final  project  will  be 
completed in October, but we will be teaching towards this goal in September.

Math Our first math strand is Number Sense. We will be focusing on whole numbers, understanding 
large numbers, and comparing and ordering numbers. We are beginning by exploring one 
million and our first Formula Friday homework will be based on this. Problem solving will be a 
large component of all of our math activities throughout the year.

Science Miss Bucciacchio is teaching Science to both Grade 6 classes. The first unit is on Biodiversity. 
Students  will  be  learning  about  classification,  and  exploring  similarities  and  differences 
between species.  This  focus on similarities and differences will  connect with our TLCP on 
acceptance.

Social Studies Miss Dunsiger is teaching Social Studies to both Grade 6 classes. The first unit is on First Nation 
peoples and European explorers. Students will be learning about the interaction between 
these two groups, focusing on both cooperation and disagreements. This will also connect 
to our first TLCP on acceptance. 

Drama Drama will be linked through Language during Shared Reading (when students read plays 
as  a class)  as  well  as  through Social  Studies  (with a focus on culture and exploring the 
importance of storytelling with First Nation peoples). Students will be sharing their own stories 
in the oral tradition. Some of these stories will also link to our first TLCP on acceptance.

Physical Education, 
Health,   Visual Arts, 
Music,  Dance, 
and French

Physical Education, Health, Visual Arts, Music, Dance, and French are all taught on rotary. 
Talk to your children about what they’re learning in each of these different curriculum areas. 
Students will receive French four to five times a week and Physical Education four times a 
week. Health and Dance will be taught through Phys-Ed. Students will receive Visual Arts and 
Music a total of three times a week. Please note that Dance, Music, and Visual Arts may not 
be taught every term. On the first day of school, all students will get a miniature timetable 
glued into  their  agendas,  which will  outline what  subjects  they  receive on which  days. 
Please look at this timetable carefully, as students will need to have running shoes and a 
change of clothes on all Phys-Ed days.


