
October News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger

Thank You!
Thank you for all of your help and support throughout the month of September. It is a pleasure 
working with you and your amazing children. 

During  September,  we’ve  really  encouraged  the  students  to  take  more  ownership  over  their 
learning.  They  even  worked  with  curriculum expectations  to  create  their  own  literacy  centres 
(http://adunsiger.com/2012/09/06/giving-students-control-over-the-curriculum/).  In  Language, 
Math, Social Studies, and Science, the students have done a lot of work with partners and in small 
groups. They’ve learned the importance of communication, problem solving, and collaboration. 
Students are realizing the importance of staying on topic and being engaged in their learning. 
They are now worrying less about just knowing that they have the “right” answer, and celebrating 
the process that they used to find various answers. Learning can be messy, and that is all part of  
the fun!

Our  approach  to  teaching  and  learning  means  that  we  do  not  just  rely  on  textbooks  and 
workbooks. We often create our own activities and encourage student research. Answers are not 
just recorded with a pencil and paper either. Students are creating comic strips and movies online, 
recording their thoughts using the iPods, iPads, tablets, and Livescribe Pens, tweeting their answers, 
and  making  movies  using  our  class  flipcams.  We  want  you  to  see  what’s  happening  in  the 
classroom  though,  so  we’re  posting  completed  work  on  our  Grade  6  blog/website 
(http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca),  our  student  blog (http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca), 
and  our  Board  Daily  Shoot blog  (http://dailyshoot.commons.hwdsb.on.ca).  Please  feel  free  to 
contribute  to  the  conversation  and add comments  with  your  thoughts  and questions.  We  will 
respond to them. You can also use the information that’s posted here to talk to your child about 
what’s happening at school and what he/she is learning. Talking is a great way to develop ideas  
and demonstrate understanding!

It has definitely been a fantastic start to the school year, and we look forward to many more great 
months to come!

Important Dates
We add dates on a regular basis to our online Calendar of Events that you can find on both our 
Grade  6  blog/website  (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca)  and  our  student  blog 
(http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca). Please check this calendar to find out about any new dates 
or changes to previous dates.
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Here are our current Important Dates for October:

• October  1st –  Grad  Lunch  forms are  due.  You  can  find  an  online  version  here: 
http://schools.hwdsb.on.ca/ancastermeadow/forms/

• October 4th – Meet the Teacher Night. Classrooms will be open from 3:45-4:15.
• October 15th, 22nd, and 29th – Pizza Day for students that have pre-ordered pizza.
• October 16th – Hot Dog Day. This is one of the Grad Lunches.
• October 24th – 26th – Aviva is away presenting at Minds on Media and ECOO in Toronto. These 

are conferences/workshops about technology in education. While I  (Aviva) will  not be at 
school, I should have some email access during these three days, and will reply to any emails 
that I receive as soon as possible.

Homework
Thank you to all  of the students  that  have been submitting their  homework on time. We really 
appreciate  it.  We  will  be  continuing  with  our  regular  weekly  homework  on  Multiple  Choice 
Mondays,  Writing Wednesdays,  and  Formula Fridays. You can find out more information about 
these three homework activities on the Grade 6 blog/website under a sub-menu of Photographs 
and  Information  About  Class  and  School  Activities 
(http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/photographs-and-information-about-class-and-school-
activities/).  Please check these  homework  links  regularly,  as  we often  add helpful  videos  and 
resources along with electronic copies of the homework assignments.

For  homework,  all  students  should  also  be reading at  least  20  minutes  a  night.  In  addition  to 
reading, they should be talking about what they’ve read. What did the text say? What questions 
do they have after reading? What connections can they make to the text? These are all questions 
that help students demonstrate their understanding of what they read.

Reading aloud is  also important for older students  as well  as younger ones. During our literacy 
centres, some students were reading out loud with their friends, and they noticed that they were 
stumbling over words and not heeding to punctuation. Now they’re reading aloud more often. 
Reading aloud helps students become more fluent readers while also checking for understanding 
throughout the reading process.

During September, we also noticed that a number of students are struggling with spelling. They are 
not consistently using spelling patterns (e.g., word families) as they spell unfamiliar words. If they 
learn how to spell new words, they are not carrying over this spelling into their writing. To help with 
this,  we  added  a  Spelling  Suggestions link  to  the  Grade  6  blog/website 
(http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/photographs-and-information-about-class-and-school-
activities/homework/spelling-spelling-and-more-spelling/).  We  hope that  you’ll  try  some of  the 
suggested activities with your child if your child is having spelling difficulties. Board games such as 
Scrabble, Boggle, and UpWords are also great for developing spelling skills, and they’re lots of fun 
as well. Thanks for your help with this! If you have any other spelling activity suggestions, please let 
us know, and we’ll definitely add them to the website.
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Curriculum Topics
Below there is a chart of the major topics that we will  be teaching for the month of October. 
(Please see September’s Newsletter for information about Physical Education, Health, Dance, Visual 
Arts,  Music,  and  French.)  Homework  will  be  based  on  these  topics.  In  October,  we  will  also 
continue with our first TLCP (Teaching Learning Critical Pathways) on acceptance. You will  see 
some connections to our TLCP under the different curriculum areas.

Language Our  focus  continues  to  be  on  making  meaningful  connections  and 
summarizing work.  Students will  focus on this in the reading, writing, and 
oral language activities that they do. They are also writing and creating 
media works using various forms.

In October, students will also learn about report writing. They will be writing 
their own report, which will overlap with research that they do in Science. 

On October 1st, we will also start the Global Read Aloud on The One and 
Only Ivan. This book links to our TLCP on acceptance. As part of the Global 
Read Aloud, students  will  get to share their  connections, questions,  and 
inferences  with  other  classes  from  around  the  world  using  a  private, 
educational  social  media  site  called,  Edmodo 
(http://www.edmodo.com/). Students will receive their own username and 
password for this site when the project begins.

Math We are still  working on number sense. We are finishing our small  unit on 
prime factorization, and then moving on to addition and subtraction of 
whole numbers. After that, we will introduce order of operations, and then 
we will end the month with number patterns. 

Science Miss Bucciacchio continues to focus on Biodiversity in Science. Students are 
learning  about  classification,  and  exploring  similarities  and  differences 
between species. This focus on similarities and differences will connect with 
our TLCP on acceptance. In October, students will also be doing a research 
project  on  an  animal  of  their  choice,  which  will  overlap  with  writing 
expectations from Language.

Social Studies Miss  Dunsiger  continues  to  focus  on First  Nation peoples  and European 
explorers  in  Social  Studies.  Students  are  learning  about  the  interaction 
between  these  two  groups,  focusing  on  both  cooperation  and 
disagreements.  This will also connect to our first TLCP on acceptance. To 
help students understand more about First Nation peoples, the Grade 6’s 
will be Skyping with a group of Grade 4 and 5 students from a First Nations 
School. These students will answer our questions and give us a better insight 
into their cultural background and way of life.

Drama In October, Drama will be linked to Language, Science, and Social Studies. 
Students will  need to create a myth or a legend about the animal that 
they research in Science, and in the tradition of Native storytelling, present 
their  myth  or  legend to  the  class.  We  will  first  explore videos  of  Native 
storytelling,  and learn  techniques  from these  videos  that  can assist  the 
students in their own storytelling. More information about this project will be 
shared throughout the month.

http://www.edmodo.com/

