
November News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger

Thank You!
Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the month of October. We love how the 
students are becoming so much more independent in the classroom and at home. They’re 
using the website to find the information that they need to help them with their work, and 
they’re emailing us if they have questions or concerns. 

It’s great that the majority of students are remembering to complete their regular, nightly 
homework.  Please note that this homework supports the learning that’s happening in the 
classroom and we look at homework completion when completing the Learning Skills on 
the report card. We know that some students have very busy extracurricular schedules, and 
we appreciate when they take responsibility for all of their commitments and let us know if 
they need to hand in homework later than expected.

If you have any questions about classroom work or routines, please feel free to email us or 
write a note in your child’s agenda. We’re always happy to help!

Important Dates
We add dates on a regular basis to our online Calendar of Events that you can find on 
both our Grade 6 blog/website (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca) and our student 
blog (http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca). Please check this calendar to find out about any 
new dates or changes to previous dates.

Here are our current Important Dates for November:

 November 1st –  Skype Call with author Stephen McCranie – Stephen will tell us more 
about his graphic novels, and give us a lesson on creating characters in stories as 
well.

 November 2nd – Aviva’s Class is hosting a radio show on 105 The Hive – Aviva’s class 
will be hosting a LIVE radio show on the Internet radio station, 105 The Hive. Students 
will be discussing deeper meanings in the texts that they’re reading.

 November 2nd – Math Test on Number Sense and Numeration Unit (Chapter 2 in Math 
Textbook)

 November  9th –  The  In-School  Science  Projects  Are  Due  Today –  Students  are 
researching and writing about an animal of their choice as a culminating task for the 
first science unit, Biodiversity. This activity is completed in class.

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/


 November 14th – Bulldogs Game – The Bulldogs Hockey Game is today. Please make 
sure that all  trip forms and money are returned on  Tuesday, October 30th.  No late 
forms can be accepted.

 November 20th – Progress Reports Go Home Today
 November 23rd –  PA Day and Interview Day For Progress Reports  – More information 

will be shared soon.

Explaining Levels For Progress Reports
Progress reports are different than the other report cards, as the students do not receive 
letter grades.  We think that it’s important to help you make sense of these Progress Report  
levels. Here’s an explanation of the different levels:

1) Progressing With Difficulty – This level is used for students that are really struggling with 
meeting curriculum expectations. They are receiving marks of a D or below on daily in-class 
activities as well as on tests and assignments. If your child is “progressing with difficulty,” we 
will have already discussed this with you.

2) Progressing Well – This level is used for students that are meeting (or almost meeting) 
curriculum expectations. They are receiving marks of a B to a C on daily in-class activities as 
well as on tests and assignments. If your child is on an IEP, this level would mean that your 
child is meeting the accommodated and/or modified expectations outlined in the IEP. The 
majority of students are progressing well in all subject areas.

3) Progressing Very Well  – This  level  is  used for students that are consistently exceeding 
curriculum expectations. They are receiving marks of an A on daily in-class activities as well 
as on tests  and assignments.  In Language, these students would expand on all  of  their 
ideas in writing, always use various reading comprehension strategies to show their thinking 
before,  during,  and  after  reading,  make  connections  to  what  they  have  read  and 
construct  new knowledge based  on these  ideas,  and edit  and revise  all  of  their  work 
before submitting it.  In Math, these students would not just  get the correct answer,  but 
communicate all of their thinking in words, solve problems in more than one way, and show 
their work when answering all math problems. Very few students will be “progressing very 
well” at this point in the school year.

Have your children use the ideas on the website and the information in the descriptive 
feedback that they receive to “bump up their work” and set goals in anticipation of the 
next report card.

Curriculum Topics
On the next page, there is a chart of the major topics that we will  be teaching for the 
month of November.  (Please see September’s  Newsletter  for  information about Physical 
Education,  Health,  Dance, Visual  Arts,  Music,  and French.)  Homework will  be based on 
these topics. In November, we will be starting a second TLCP (Teaching Learning Critical 
Pathways) on citizenship. You will  see some connections to our TLCP under the different 
curriculum areas.



Language Many of our Language activities will link with our new TLCP on citizenship. Here 
are the details on this new TLCP:

Big  Idea: What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  responsible  citizen  in  various 
communities?

Learning  Goal: We  are  learning  to  identify  and  order  main  ideas,  use 
supporting  details  to  make judgements  and  draw conclusions,  and  use  a 
variety of strategies when we read and write.

Success Criteria: 

K – I can gather useful information and make judgements about what I have 
read.

T – I can find direct or hidden evidence in what I have read to support my 
ideas.

C – I can share my ideas and the evidence that supports them.

C – I can use my editing checklist to check my work.

A – I can gather evidence to draw conclusions about topics and show it in 
different ways. 

We  will  be  focusing  a  lot  on  reading  for  meaning.  Students  will  need  to 
support  their  ideas  with  proof  from  the  text.  They  will  need  to  work  on 
rewording the information in the text to show their understanding of what the 
author is stating. These reading activities will also be linked with various writing 
and media literacy ones.

Math We  are finishing off  our  unit  on number  patterns  and beginning a  unit  on 
graphing. This data management unit will link with some in-class projects that 
we do leading up to and following the Bulldogs Game. Please continue to 
check the Photographs and Information About Class And School Activities link 
on the website for more information about weekly math activities. 

Science Miss Bucciacchio is finishing her Science unit on Biodiversity with an animal 
project. Students are completing this project in class, and all projects are due 
on November 9th.   At this point,  she’ll  be starting her  new unit on Flight.  In 
connection with our TLCP, students will be gathering information from different 
articles that they read, and constructing their own knowledge based on this 
information.

Social Studies Miss  Dunsiger  continues  to  focus  on  First  Nation  peoples  and  European 
explorers in Social Studies.  In connection with our new TLCP, students will be 
reading  different  articles  on  these  groups  of  people,  and  discussing  the 
concept  of  citizenship  as  it  relates  to  First  Nation  peoples  and  European 
explorers. 

Drama In November, students will continue to work on the play that they’re writing 
about an animal of their choice. They need to film or present this play live in 
the Native storytelling tradition. Students created the success criteria that will 
be used to evaluate these final dramatic pieces.


