
 
March News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger 

 

Change Is Good! 

 
As the year continues to progress, we continue to relook at what we’re doing in the classroom, 

and think of ways to make our program even better. When working with small groups of 

students during guided reading and writing activities, we noticed that many students need 

even more opportunities to practice writing using different forms, carry-over their learning 

about conventions (i.e., punctuation and spelling) into their everyday writing, expand on their 

ideas in their writing, pre-plan more before writing, reflect more on what they read, and 

consistently use a combination of their own ideas and information from the text when 

answering questions about their reading. Based on student needs, we decided to make a 

change to our literacy centre and guided reading routine.  

 

We’re now doing Genius Hour for literacy centres. You can read more about Genius Hour here: 

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/2013/02/16/genius-hour/. Students are really enjoying 

reading, researching, and writing about their passions, and we’re able to then use writing 

topics or reading comprehension topics and various materials (from non-fiction books to 

newspaper articles to computer websites) for our guided reading and guided writing sessions. 

More frequent one-to-one and small group intervention also increases the amount of 

immediate feedback that we can give to students (both orally and in writing), which John 

Hattie notes is important for student success: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3pD1DFTNQf4. Our PA Day 

session on February 15th (more specifically, the information that we learned from John Hattie’s 

video), definitely helped convince us that this change is a good one. 

 

Genius Hour also aligns with our current TLCP on point of view and reading for meaning. More 

of these links are noted in our Curriculum Topics Chart at the end of this newsletter. It is also with 

our TLCP and student needs in mind that we’ve decided to make a change to our Writing 

Program. Three days a week (one period a day), students will be working through a Writing 

EQAO question in class. On the first day, they’ll complete the organizer, on the second day, 

they’ll do their rough draft, and on the third day, they’ll use the editing checklist to revise their 

work. We’ll do full class and small group writing mini-lessons in class that help students with 

areas of difficulty that we continue to notice, such as proper paragraphing, sentence variety, 

conventions (i.e., spelling and punctuation), and expanding on ideas. We think that this 

addition to our program will definitely help students improve their writing skills. 

 

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/2013/02/16/genius-hour/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3pD1DFTNQf4


Our final change is one to our Multiple Choice Mondays routine. Since we know that many 

students need to continue to work on their reading comprehension skills, every other week, 

we’re going to do a reading comprehension activity for Multiple Choice Mondays. Students will 

work in partners to read one of the EQAO Reading Comprehension Texts, and we’ll give them 

a Level 2 or Level 3 short answer response from the marking guide. Students will then use their 

own ideas and the feedback on the answer to “bump up” this work. We’ll explore our student 

responses in class and provide feedback to the students that they can use when writing their 

own answers as well. We’ll then tweet out the multiple choice questions that align with the text, 

and students will work in partner groups to answer these questions, citing specific information 

from the text to support their answers. This activity also aligns with our current TLCP. 

 

Thank you for your support as we make these changes to our program! If you have any 

questions or comments about these changes, please let us know. 

 

Aviva and Gina 

 

Important Dates 

 
We add dates on a regular basis to our online Calendar of Events that you can find on our 

Grade 6 blog/website (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca). Please check this calendar 

to find out about any new dates or changes to previous dates. 

 

Here are our current Important Dates for March: 

 

 March 1st – Pizza Forms Due – Pizza forms (and cheques) are due today. 

 March 4th, 18th, and 25th – Pizza Day – This is for students that have already pre-ordered 

pizza. Pizza is distributed during the second nutrition break. 

 March 8th – Mystery Skype Call – We have a Mystery Skype call planned for today. This 

Skype call is to discuss an upcoming real world math project with a Social Studies 

connection. Talk to your child about what he/she learned today. 

 March 8th – Trade Projects Due – Right now, our Social Studies Trade Projects are due 

today. This date will likely be changed until after the March Break, as with the two Snow 

Days and some illnesses during Museum Day, we are not as far ahead as expected. 

Students will receive the Trade Project during the last week in February (when it will be 

posted on the student blogs as well – http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca), and then 

closer to the 8th, we’ll change the due date if required. Please check the calendar for the 

updated due date. 

 March 11th-15th – March Break – There’s no school this week. Enjoy the break! 

 March 25th – MacMillan Orders Arrive – MacMillan orders arrive today, and they can be 

picked up at the school from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm. 

 March 26th – Subway Day – This is for students that have already pre-ordered subs. Subs 

are distributed during second nutrition break. 

 March 29th-April 1st – Easter Long Weekend – Enjoy the long weekend! There is no school 

on Friday or Monday. 
 

http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/


Curriculum Topics 
 

Below there is a chart of the major topics that we will be teaching for the month of March. 

(Please see September’s Newsletter for information about Physical Education, Health, Dance, 

Visual Arts, Music, and French.) Homework will be based on these topics. We are just beginning 

a new TLCP at the end of February (as we send out this newsletter), and you can read more 

about it in the chart below. 

 

Language Our focus is on reading for meaning and point of view. Both of these topics 

are addressed in our latest TLCP. 

 

TLCP #3 

 

Big Idea: How does “ONE” affect the world? 

 

Learning Goal: We are learning to interpret clues from the text and evaluate 

different points of view to draw our own conclusions about what we “read”. 

 

Success Criteria: K – I can gather useful information and make judgements 

about what I have read. 

 

K/T – I can find the point of view and other possible perspectives 

 

T/C – I can analyze the point of view and decide whether I completely agree 

with it. 

 

T – I can find direct or hidden evidence in what I have read to support my 

ideas. 

 

C – I can share my ideas and the evidence that supports them. 

 

C – I can use my editing checklist to check my work. 

 

A – I can gather evidence to draw conclusions about topics and show it in 

different ways. 

 

*For the Success Criteria, five of the seven of them are also from our last TLCP. 

When re-creating this Success Criteria with our students, we thought we’d try 

something different. The two new pieces of Success Criteria both come from 

the reading expectation on “point of view.” We’re going to show our students 

this expectation, and have them work in partners to write the Success Criteria: 

one piece for Knowledge and Understanding and Thinking and one piece for 

Thinking and Communication. We’ll then discuss the various ideas and use 

their wording as our wording for the final two pieces of Success Criteria. As 

such, these two pieces of Success Criteria may vary slightly from those listed 



here, and they may vary slightly between classes as well. 

 

As discussed in our introduction to the newsletter, we’ll continue with Genius 

Hour during the month of March. We’ll be using our guided reading and 

guided writing time to work with small groups of students on reflecting on 

what they read, using information from the text and their own ideas to 

support their conclusions, writing using various forms, carrying over what 

they’ve learned about conventions into their everyday writing, editing their 

work, and experimenting with word choice and sentence variety. All of these 

concepts align with our TLCP. 

 

Our new Multiple Choice Mondays Reading Comprehension idea and our 

Weekly EQAO Writing idea (both outlined in our introduction to the 

newsletter) also address the Success Criteria outlined in our TLCP. These 

activities also allow us to work with the full class as well as individual students 

on areas of need. 

 

For modelled reading, Miss Bucciacchio’s class will continue reading, Variant, 

and Miss Dunsiger’s class will continue reading, Divergent. These two novels 

have similar themes, and the students have really been thinking deeply about 

the content. To differentiate for the various needs in our classrooms, we have 

students responding orally and in writing to many higher-level listening 

comprehension questions. We’re finding that engaging the students in oral 

discussion first, helps them as they progress to independent or shared writing 

activities. We will definitely continue with this approach. Both of these novels, 

allow students to explore various points of view. They also align to our big idea 

of how “one” affects the world. 

Math Noticing our student needs, we decided to make a slight change to our math 

plan, and we chose to start with geometry before surface area. Students are 

currently learning about different types of triangles and quadrilaterals, and 

they’re reviewing how to use a protractor to measure various angles. After 

learning more about different shapes, we’ll move onto flips, slides, and turns. 

Please read our weekly note under “Photographs and Information About 

Class And School Activities” to find out more about our weekly math 

activities.  

Science Miss Bucciacchio is continuing her unit on electrical devices. In this unit, 

students will learn the appropriate scientific vocabulary, as well as apply what 

they’ve learned through different science experiments. In this Science Unit, I 

(Gina) will also address the big idea from our Language TLCP on how “one” 

affects the world. Talk to your children about different “ones” in Science. 

Social 

Studies 

Miss Dunsiger has started her unit on Canada’s Links To The World. In this unit, 

students will learn about Canada’s connections with other countries and 

Canada’s trading partners.  

 

 



Our First Learning Goal For This Unit 

 

We are learning about Canada’s links to the world through trade. 

 

Curriculum Expectations For Success Criteria (From The Ontario Curriculum 

Document – Social Studies) 

 Identify products that Canada imports or exports (K) 

 Use a variety of sources to locate and process relevant information 

about Canada’s links with the world (C, T) 

 Use and construct a variety of graphic organizers to sort, classify, 

connect, and interpret information (T, A) 

 Describe some ways that Canada has influenced other countries OR 

other countries have influenced Canada (A, C) 

 

In class during the last week in February, students will work in partners to 

reword these curriculum expectations as Success Criteria. I’ll (Aviva) post this 

Success Criteria on the student blog – http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca – so 

that the students can use it as they work through the Trade Assignment in 

class (which will also be posted on the student blog). 

 

This Social Studies activity has students gathering evidence to draw 

conclusions about a topic, finding direct and hidden evidence in what they 

read to support their ideas, and sharing their ideas and the evidence that 

supports them (which all aligns with our Language TLCP as well). Our current 

Social Studies topic also addresses our big idea of how “one” affects the 

world. Students will be asked to reflect on this as they work on the Trade 

Assignment. 

Drama During our Staff Meeting on February 21st, we got to listen to a presentation by 

our Arts Consultant, Karen. She really helped inspire us, and we’re now 

relooking at how we can use Drama in all subject areas. We’ve already 

developed a Math/Drama activity, where students need to engage in drama 

exploration and role play, and communicate ideas to a specific audience 

(this time through their actions as different triangles). As we planned this 

Drama activity, we touched briefly on how we could use Drama and Dance 

for flips, slides, and turns. Check out our Grade 6 Blog/Website – 

http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca – to hear more about upcoming 

Drama activities. 

 

Please note that many students are also addressing Drama expectations 

through the media texts they’re creating for their Genius Hour Projects. Final 

projects will be posted on the student blogs – 

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca. As one of the Success Criteria in our 

Language TLCP indicates, students can use drama to share their ideas and 

the evidence that supports them. We’re excited to use Drama in this way! 

 

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/

