
December News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger

Thank You!
Thank you for continuing to be so supportive throughout the month of November. It’s been 
great to work with you and your child. The students are even more independent now in the 
classroom and at home, and we are so glad that they talk to us or email us if they have 
questions  about  what  they’re  learning  in  the  classroom  or  what  they’re  doing  for 
homework.

We really enjoyed meeting with you for the Progress Report Interviews. Students have done 
a lot of thinking about their individual Learning Goals. We will be working with them in the 
classroom to meet these goals, and we appreciate your support at home as the students 
strive to improve in both their academic skills and learning skills. 

If you have any questions about classroom work or routines, please feel free to email us or 
write a note in your child’s agenda. We’re always happy to help!

Important Dates
We add dates on a regular basis to our online Calendar of Events that you can find on our 
Grade  6  blog/website  (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca).  Please  check  this 
calendar to find out about any new dates or changes to previous dates.

Here are our current Important Dates for December:

 December 3rd, 10th, and 17th –  Pizza Day – This is for students that have already pre-
ordered pizza. Pizza is distributed during the second nutrition break.

 December 4th –  Subway Lunch  – This is for students that have already pre-ordered 
subs. Subs are distributed during the second nutrition break.

 December  7th (Morning Only)  –  Numeracy PD Session  –  We are  both  out  for  the 
morning at a Board mandated numeracy professional development session. We will 
be back in the afternoon.

 December  10th (Morning Only)  –  TLCP Planning Session  – We are both out  of  our 
classrooms for Periods 1 and 2 for a TLCP Planning Session. We will be back in our 
classrooms after the first nutrition break.

http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/


 December 12th –  Drama Presentations Begin  – Students have been working on their 
drama presentations in class. They are connected to our Social Studies unit on First 
Nations Peoples. Students will be told the specific date of their presentation prior to 
the  12th.  Please  let  Aviva  know  if  you  have  questions  about  this 
(aviva.dunsiger@hwdsb.on.ca). 

 December 14th – Holiday Bazaar – Students can bring money to purchase items at the 
bazaar. Most items are around $1. More information will be sent out about the bazaar 
prior to the 14th. 

 December 21st – Last Day of School Before the Winter Break – Students are dismissed 
at the regular time on the 21st.

 December 24th – January 4th –  Winter Break  – Have a wonderful winter holiday! We 
look forward to seeing you back at school on January 7th!

Curriculum Topics
Below there  is  a  chart  of  the  major  topics  that  we will  be  teaching  for  the  month  of 
December.  (Please see September’s Newsletter for information about Physical Education, 
Health, Dance, Visual Arts, Music, and French.) Homework will be based on these topics. In 
December,  we  will  be  continuing  our  TLCP  (Teaching  Learning  Critical  Pathways)  on 
citizenship. You will see some connections to our TLCP under the different curriculum areas.

Language Many of our Language activities will link with our new TLCP on citizenship. Here 
are the details on this TLCP:

Big  Idea: What  does  it  mean  to  be  a  responsible  citizen  in  various 
communities?

Learning  Goal: We  are  learning  to  identify  and  order  main  ideas,  use 
supporting  details  to  make judgements  and  draw conclusions,  and  use  a 
variety of strategies when we read and write.

Success Criteria: 

K – I can gather useful information and make judgements about what I have 
read.

T – I can find direct or hidden evidence in what I have read to support my 
ideas.

C – I can share my ideas and the evidence that supports them.

C – I can use my editing checklist to check my work.

A – I can gather evidence to draw conclusions about topics and show it in 
different ways. 
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In  guided  reading,  we  will  continue  focusing  on  having  students  find 
information in the text to support their inferences and connections. We will also 
work on summary writing, and having students decide on the main ideas in 
the  text  to  include  in  their  summaries.  The  text  types  and  levels  will  vary 
depending on the individual strengths and needs of the students.

Students  will  apply  what  they’ve  learned  during  guided  reading,  as  they 
independently  complete  various  reading comprehension activities  in  class. 
They will  use our descriptive feedback to “bump up” their work, and apply 
what they’ve learned in future reading comprehension activities.

When writing in class, students will use our class-created anchor charts and our 
editing checklist  to  assist  them as  they proofread their  work.  Many writing 
activities will link with what the students are reading in class.

For  modelled  reading,  we  will  be  reading,  Tunnels  of  Treachery. This  text 
provides  many  great  opportunities  for  summary  writing,  working  on 
visualization skills, and inferring.  This book also links to our TLCP big idea on 
citizenship.

Math We are finishing off our unit on graphing (data management) and will then 
begin our measurement unit. In this new unit, students will learn about length, 
perimeter,  and  area.  Please  continue  to  check  the  Photographs  and 
Information About Class And School  Activities link on the website for  more 
information about weekly math activities. 

Science Miss  Bucciacchio  is  starting  a  new  unit  on  Flight.  Students  participated  in 
collaborative  unit  planning  when  they  worked  with  Miss  Bucciacchio  and 
used the Science curriculum expectations to organize experiments for this new 
unit.  In  connection  with  our  TLCP,  students  will  be sharing their  own ideas 
based on different Science articles that they read, and using evidence from 
the texts to support these ideas.

Social Studies Most  of  November  was  spent  on  Drama instead of  Social  Studies,  so  Miss 
Dunsiger will continue her unit on First Nations Peoples and European Explorers 
during the month of December. Students will be researching different topics 
related to this Social Studies unit, and then presenting their findings to each 
other.  They  will  be  creating  their  own  knowledge,  while  also  sharing  their 
knowledge with their peers. This again links to the expectations from our TLCP 
on gathering evidence and sharing ideas.

Drama In December, students will work on practising and performing their plays that 
they  wrote.  They  will  need  to  film  or  present  this  play  live  in  the  Native 
storytelling tradition. Students created the Success Criteria that will be used to 
evaluate these final dramatic pieces. Performances will begin on December 
12th. 


