
 
April News from Miss Bucciacchio and Miss Dunsiger 

 

Some Reminders 

 

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost April. With March Break and the Easter long weekend both in 

March, the last month definitely flew by. As we continue to get closer to the end of the year, 

here are some important reminders: 

 

 EQAO is scheduled from May 27th-June 7th. Students will be writing the test in small chunks 

each day. Please try not to schedule trips or appointments during this time. It is really 

important that the students are at school during these two weeks. If you foresee any 

problems, please let us know as soon as possible (aviva.dunsiger@hwdsb.on.ca or 

gina.bucciacchio@hwdsb.on.ca). Thanks for your help with this! 

 

 As the year progresses, some students are forgetting to complete their nightly homework. 

It is really important that students complete and submit all homework. These activities 

align with what the students are learning in class, and they give students an opportunity 

to review these skills at home. Homework completion is also assessed as one of the 

Learning Skills on the Report Card. If your child is having difficulty submitting the 

homework on-time, please let us know so that we can develop a plan together 

(aviva.dunsiger@hwdsb.on.ca or gina.bucciacchio@hwdsb.on.ca). 

 

 All in-class projects are also shared on the blog (either on 

http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/ or on http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/). 

While students are to complete these projects at school, we want you to know what they 

are doing in class so that you can talk to them about their learning at home. Many 

students also complete the projects on the computer, so having these assignments 

available online allows them to access them quickly and easily. If you have any 

questions or concerns about these projects, please let us know 

(aviva.dunsiger@hwdsb.on.ca or gina.bucciacchio@hwdsb.on.ca). 

 

Thank you for your continued support! We know that the students benefit when we work 

together. 

 

Aviva and Gina 

 

Important Dates 

 

We add dates on a regular basis to our online Calendar of Events that you can find on our 

Grade 6 blog/website (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca). Please check this calendar 

to find out about any new dates or changes to previous dates. 
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Here are our current Important Dates for April: 

 

 April 1st – Easter Monday – There is no school today. 

 April 3rd – Grad Lunch Forms Due – Grad lunch forms (and cheques) are due in today. 

 April 4th – SEF Visit – Principals and/or superintendents will be visiting each of the classes in 

the school today (for about 20 minutes each) to talk to students and see how they are 

using Learning Goals and Success Criteria. 

 April 5th – Trade Projects Due – The Social Studies Trade Projects are due today. Students 

have been working on these projects in class. 

 April 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th – Pizza Day – This is for students that have already pre-ordered 

pizza. Pizza is distributed during the second nutrition break. 

 April 12th – Leaps and Bounds Inservice – We are both out in the morning at an inservice 

for Leaps and Bounds (a math program that we use in class). 

 April 16th – Hot Dog Day – This is for students that have already pre-ordered hot dogs. Hot 

dogs are distributed during the second nutrition break. 

 April 17th – Aviva Presenting At Another School (In Brampton) – I (Aviva) am out 

presenting at another school for the day. I will have a supply teacher today. 

  

Curriculum Topics 
 

Below there is a chart of the major topics that we will be teaching for the month of April. 

(Please see September’s Newsletter for information about Physical Education, Health, Dance, 

Visual Arts, Music, and French.) Homework will be based on these topics. We are continuing 

with our TLCP from last month, and you will see specific links to other subject areas in the chart 

below. 

 

Language We’ll continue with Genius Hour during the month of April. We’ll be using our 

guided reading and guided writing time to work with small groups of students 

on reflecting on what they read, using information from the text and their own 

ideas to support their conclusions, writing using various forms, carrying over 

what they’ve learned about conventions into their everyday writing, editing 

their work, and experimenting with word choice and sentence variety. All of 

these concepts align with our TLCP. Students will use the information from the 

guided reading and guided writing sessions as they continue to work on their 

Genius Hour Projects. 

 

Our new Multiple Choice Mondays Reading Comprehension idea and our 

Weekly EQAO Writing idea (both outlined in our March Newsletter) also 

address the Success Criteria outlined in our TLCP. These activities also allow us 

to work with the full class as well as individual students on areas of need. 

During April, students will start to share their thinking about these reading 

comprehension passages as they participate in weekly Multiple Choice 

Mondays Radio Shows.  

 

We will also continue to address the reading and writing needs in the 

classroom with many independent and small group reading comprehension 



and written language activities. We are using old EQAO questions to have 

students practice using evidence from the text and their own ideas to support 

their answer. Students are also writing using different forms, and using the 

anchor charts in the classroom to support their writing. You can find many of 

these same anchor charts on the website 

http://6bd.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/2013/03/12/our-tlcp-big-idea-learning-

goal-success-criteria-bump-it-up-wall-and-anchor-charts/. 

Math In Math, we are finishing our unit on geometry. Then we will move onto 

surface area. The surface area unit is a very short one, so once we are done 

it, we’ll begin fractions. Often students struggle with fractions, so please 

regularly check the website (http://amgrade6.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/) for 

different videos and pencasts that we’ll upload to help students throughout 

the unit.  

Science Miss Bucciacchio is finishing her unit on electrical devices. In this unit, students 

continue to learn appropriate scientific vocabulary and apply what they’ve 

learned through different science experiments. In this Science Unit, I (Gina) 

also address the big idea from our Language TLCP on how “one” affects the 

world. Talk to your children about different “ones” in Science.  

Social 

Studies 

Miss Dunsiger continues to work on Canada’s Trading Partners. At the 

beginning of April, students will finish their project on trade. They are also 

learning about imports and exports as part of this project. 

 

Once students finish this project, they will start learning about mapping skills. 

We will explore different types of maps and discuss why people use different 

maps. Students will use maps for various purposes, and then create some of 

their own maps. The mapping component of this unit aligns with our 

Language TLCP big idea on how “one” affects the world. Students will realize 

the value of each individual map and what it would mean if one map was 

unavailable to them. 

Drama Thanks to our Staff Meeting at the end of February, we continue to 

incorporate Drama during Math, Language, and now, Social Studies and 

Science. After the Easter long weekend, we are meeting with The Arts 

Consultant, Karen, and a Curriculum Consultant, Kristi, to discuss new ways to 

use The Arts in the classroom.  

 

To begin the month, we’ll be using our Language TLCP Success Criteria and 

The Arts Success Criteria/Expectations for a special in-class reading 

comprehension project. Talk to your child about what he/she is doing in class. 

Please note that many students are also addressing Drama expectations 

through the media texts they’re creating for their Genius Hour Projects. As one 

of the Success Criteria in our Language TLCP indicates, students can use 

Drama to share their ideas and the evidence that supports them. We love 

using Drama in this way! 
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