The Secret of the Village Fool

By Rebecca Upjohn


Focus: CHARACTERS/SETTING


	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6

	Reading 1.7
Identify specific elements of texts and explain how they contribute to the meaning of the texts.
	
Analyse texts and explain how specific elements in them contribute to meaning.
	
Analyse texts and explain how various elements in them contribute to meaning.
	
Analyse increasingly complex texts and explain how the different elements in them contribute to meaning.

	Reading 1.8
Express personal opinions about ideas presented in texts.
	
Express opinions about the ideas and information in texts and cite evidence from the text to support their opinions.
	
Make judgements and draw conclusions about the ideas and information in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to support their views.
	
Make judgements and draw conclusions about ideas in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to support their views.

	Writing 2.1
Write short texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write more complex texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write longer and more complex texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write longer and more complex texts using a wide range of forms.





Before Reading:

Ask students what they know about the Holocaust. What names, events, or places come to mind when they hear that term? (Responses could include Germany, Hitler, Anne Frank, gas chambers, Schindler’s List, etc.)


Show some images (in print or projection) from the Holocaust* to evoke questions and discussion. 

Pictures with descriptions can be found at these websites: 

http://www.phdn.org/histgen/schmitz/indexeng.html 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/einsatzpic1.html


* Be sure to scan through the images before showing them, as some are very graphic





During Reading:

Read Aloud Questions:

· Explain why the village people think Anton is a fool.  Do you agree or disagree with their    thinking?

· Identify and explain 2 of Anton’s characteristics.

· If it was so dangerous for Anton to protect the family, why did he do it?

· What did Anton mean when he said that saving the family was what he was meant to do?

· Explain the importance of the tunnel and the cellar in which the family lived for a year.

· What kinds of things would you and your family do to pass time if you were forced to live in the cellar?

· Looking at the pictures, what can you infer about the time and place of the story.




After Reading:


Open Response Questions
Use these ORQ (Open Response Questions) as an assessment of the students’ understanding.  Use A.P.E response rubric attached if needed.

Gr.3/4 

Explain what Anton means when he says “Life is precious”?

Explain why Anton risked his own life to save the family.


Gr. 5/6 

Explain how Milek and Munio’s perception of Anton changed throughout the story.

Describe why the villagers would tell the Nazis about the family that was hiding.


All 

What is Anton’s secret?



	      LEVELS
	1 
	2
	3
	4

	Thinking Planning –includes:
   - brainstorming
   - graphic
        organizer                                                    
   - outline
   - conferencing
	- Uses planning   skills with limited   effectiveness
	- Uses planning   skills with some   effectiveness
	- Uses planning   skills with   effectiveness
	- Uses planning       skills with a high degree of   effectiveness

	ANSWER

Communication
- Restatement
- Position or
   Point of View
	- Question is 
 vaguely or not
 restated
- Unclear or no
 position taken
   
	- Question is   partly restated   using some of   the key words    
  given
- Vague position   taken

	- Question is
  clearly restated 
  using the key
  words given
- Well defined
  position taken
	- Question is 
  creatively
  restated using
  clever language
- Insightful 
  position taken

	PROOF

Knowledge
- Evidence or    Supporting   Details
	- Answer contains   vague or no   relevant   supporting   examples from   the text
	- Answer contains   at least 1 
  relevant
  supporting   examples from   the text
	- Answer contains    at least 2  
  relevant   supporting   examples from   the text
	- Answer   contains   numerous   detailed   supporting   examples from   the text

	EXTEND / EXPLAIN

Application
- Connections 
- Inferences 
- Predictions 
- Synthesis
	- Has difficulty   going beyond   the text in a   meaningful way   (e.g.  not making   connections,   inferences,   predictions)
	- Goes beyond the   text in a limited
  way  (e.g. 
  minimal use of   connections,   inferences,   predictions)
	- Goes beyond the   text in a   meaningful way   (e.g. making   connections,   inferences,   predictions)
	- Goes beyond   the text in an   insightful way    (e.g. making   excellent use of   connections,   inferences,   predictions)
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Read through the book The Secret of the Village Fool asking discussion questions surrounding characters and setting throughout the story and at the end.



Mini Lessons for Characters

Character Interviews – As a class, teacher and students come up with questions that they would like to ask the village fool to find out more about him as a character.

Possible examples:

· What are your greatest strengths?
· What are your greatest weaknesses?
· What activities do you like to do?
· What is one of the highlights of your life?
· What is one of the saddest moments of your life?

Divide up questions created as a class and in small groups respond to each focusing on the Village Fool. You may use chart paper and markers to display responses around the class. 

*Note* Students will return to these questions/answers when developing their own characters for culminating task.


Independent Practice – to build character

Using a graphic organizer and paired with a book/movie/video clip of your choice, create a character sketch.  Meet with teacher in a conference setting to establish any additional needs for your character sketch.

Extension Activity for Character – Drama connection
 
HOT Seat – one student sits in the HOT seat as his/her character.  The remaining students in his/her group ask questions to help determine if the character sketch has been developed fully.  Students can use the questions that were created above.












Mini-Lessons for Setting

It's in the Bag (modified from www.eduplace.com )

In this activity, students will create a setting for descriptive writing, using a collection of objects related to a specific time or place. 

What You Need:

Several bags filled with items, artifacts, or reminders from specific places familiar to the students. 
For example: Bag filled with sunglasses, suntan lotion, shovel, shells, beach towel (Other settings may include a mall, hockey rink, restaurant, etc.) 

What to Do:

1. Write the word setting on the board. Ask the class to define the key elements of setting. (time and place in a story) 
2. Place the terms time and place around the word setting in a word web. Ask the class to brainstorm specific examples of settings they know from literature or film. Note what times and places these settings represent on the web. 
3. After brainstorming, lead a discussion using the following questions: 
· What made these settings memorable to you? 
· How do authors make places—even imaginary ones—seem real? 
· What are some specific details that make a description authentic? 
4. Divide the class into groups. Distribute a bag of setting-related items to each group. Invite the students to examine the objects and to discuss their possible settings. Then ask each student to draft a short description of the setting in which these items might be found. Remind them to include specific details. 
5. Students may share their descriptions in new groups with writers using different settings as prompts. 

Independent Practice– Build “Setting”


Have the students create their own "setting bags" as a prewriting exercise from a story/movie they know.

