Residential School Curriculum Resources & Supports for Elementary Teachers
Junior Empowerment Conference
When I Was Eight introduces the topic of the Aboriginal residential school systems.  
When introducing Aboriginal literature in the classroom it is important to learn about the history of Aboriginal peoples.
Over 150,000 First Nation, Metis, and Inuit children were removed from their communities and forced to attend residential school. During the period from the 1870's to 1996, students were not permitted to speak their language or follow their culture as a means to assimilate Aboriginal people into Canada's mainstream society
Before using the picture book When I Was Eight please take time to learn the background knowledge provided through the resources listed below.  
Enriched Learning Opportunities for the Classroom:
· School tours:  The Woodland Cultural Centre offers educational tours of the former Mohawk Institute Residential School.  Tour guides can share stories while visitors get to view different rooms in the school building, including the girl’s and boy’s dormitories.  For more information about scheduling a tour visit http://www.woodland-centre.on.ca/
· Additional residential school curriculum-related resources:  
· Shin-Chi’s Canoe by Nikola Campbell.  
· Shi-shi-etko by Niokola Campbell
 For additional literature and resources available that focuses on Aboriginal issues, please contact Goodminds.com at 1-877-862-8483, or visit their website as www.goodminds.com

Professional Development for Educators
Additional resources are available to support educators to learn about the histories of Aboriginal people who were impacted by the residential school system. These resources are specific to adult learning, and not recommended for students 16 years of age and older.
Video
· CBC Video:  We Were Children.   All teachers have free access.  Website link:  (https://www.nfb.ca/transaction /institutional-subscription/token/2584307320892447 )
Adult Novels 
· Broken Circle by Theodore Fontaine
· A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System, 1879 to 1986 by John S. Milloy
· No Time to Say Goodbye: Children’s Stories of Kuper Island by Sylvia Olsen
· Indian Horse  by Richard Wagamese

Additional questions?
For further information about Aboriginal education, please contact Dr. Jenny Kay Dupuis, Aboriginal Community Liaison at 905-527-5092, ext. 2464, or by email at jenny.dupuis@hwdsb.on.ca


