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My Maasai Life
By Robin Wiszowaty

	Curriculum Expectations

	
	Grades 3-4 
	Grades 5-6

	Reading
	1.6 extend understanding of texts by connecting the ideas in them to their own knowledge, experience, and insights, to other familiar texts, and to the world around them
1.8 express opinions about the ideas and information in texts (and cite evidence from the text to support their opinions)
	1.6 extend understanding of texts by connecting, comparing, and contrasting the ideas in them to their own knowledge, experience, and insights, to other familiar texts, and to the world around them. 
1.8 make judgements and draw conclusions about ideas in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to
support their views

	Writing
	2.2 - Voice  
	2.2 - Voice  



Before Reading

Day 1: 
Minds On: Who do you think the Maasai people are? 

Technology Option:

Record the discussion using a Livescribe Pen, webcam, camera on the iPod Touch or iPad, flipcam, or video camera. You can then re-explore this discussion later with the students. The students can also re-explore this discussion at home with their parents, and even add more to it later through blog post comments (such as the blog that you can get through the HWDSB Commons).


During Reading

Begin reading. Read to page 4, and model a T-S connection: 
After reading about all of these chores that Robin had to do, this reminds me of when I was 
a little kid. I know how busy Robin used to feel since I had to do many of the same chores 
that she had to do as well.

Continue reading to page 8:
Show students the illustrations, and ask them to respond to the following:
 What in this picture is similar or different to where you live?

Read to page 16, and model a T-T connection: 
Seeing the little girl working so hard trying to carry the wood back from the forest reminds me of how hard the street kids worked in the book Lessons from a Street Kid. They had really hard jobs on the streets in Brazil just like the people who live in Kenya.

Day 2: 
Read to page 24, and model a T-T connection:
When Mama was singing to the cows she seemed very happy, just like when the boys sang a song in the streets of Brazil in the book Lessons from a Street Kid. The people in both of the books don’t have much money, but seem to be very happy with what they have. 
Technology Option:

Record the connections that students make using a Livescribe Pen, webcam, camera on the iPod Touch or iPad, flipcam, or video camera. You can then re-explore this discussion after reading with the students. The students can also re-explore this discussion at home with their parents, and even add more connections to it later through blog post comments (such as the blog that you can get through the HWDSB Commons).


After Reading

Explain two challenges that the Maasai people face.

Technology Options:

1) Students record the challenges using a Livescribe Pen, webcam, camera on the iPod Touch or iPad, flipcam, or video camera. You can then re-explore this discussion after reading with the students. The students can also re-explore this discussion at home with their parents, and even expand on their ideas later through blog post comments (such as the blog that you can get through the HWDSB Commons).
2) Students write their ideas in a group on the HWDSB Commons, a group on Edmodo, or on Today’sMeet.  Then they can comment on what others say, and start to eliminate some ideas while creating new ones.

Day 3:
Use a Venn diagram to compare the way of life of the Maasai people to your own way of life. (ML APPENDIX 1)

Technology Options:

1) Create this diagram on the SMART Notebook software, and export it as an Image File (under File, Export, and Image Files) that can then be uploaded to a blog (like the one you can create under the HWDSB Commons). This can then lead to further class discussion at a later time, or discussion between other classes that are both doing this activity, or even discussion at home with parents.

This can be done on computers either individually or in small group (there’s the Notebook software installed on all of the School Connect computers), or this can be done as a full class. There’s also a SMART Notebook app that students can use on the iPads.

2) Students can create their own Venn Diagram using DoodleBuddy on the iPod Touch or iPad. Then they can write in their information. They can save a photograph of their Venn Diagram that  can then be uploaded to a class blog (such as a blog that you can get through the HWDSB Commons). This can lead to some further discussion later.

3) Students can use the iPad to take a photograph of the worksheet, and put it into ScreenChomp to write in and comment on with their ideas. The screencast that they create can then be uploaded to a class blog (such as a blog that you can get through the HWDSB Commons). This can lead to some further discussion later.


ML APPENDIX 1: Venn Diagram Template









  


