King of the Castle
Grade 5/6
By Kathy Stinson
Mr. Elliot is a caretaker at Jessie Lucas Public School.  He loves his job and enjoys interacting with the children, but Mr. Elliot has a secret that he doesn’t want anyone to know.  He doesn’t know how to read.  He had kept this secret hidden because he was embarrassed, but when he sees a young boy at school getting picked on for having trouble reading, he decides he needs to do something.  He takes classes to help him learn how to read.  His confidence grows as he learns to read more and more words.  He also decides that he does not need to be embarrassed any more, and tells everyone the story of how he learned to read.

Before Reading
•	Think of a time where someone else was able to do something that you weren’t able to do.  How did it make you feel?
•	Have you ever pretended that you knew how to do something that you really didn’t know how to do?  Why did you pretend?

During Reading
Chapter 1
•	On page 8, the text says, “Up on the roof, Mr. Elliot felt like singing, I’m the king of the castle, and you’re the dirty rascal.”  What do you think he means by this?  Why does Mr. Elliot feel like the king of the castle?
•	The text then says, “Mr. Elliot didn’t always feel so much like the King of the Castle”.  What do you think this means?
•	When Mr. Elliot hops the fence into the backyard to get the ball that the students lost, one of the students yells to him “But Mr. Elliot! The sign!”, but Mr. Elliot goes into the backyard anyway, and gets chased by an angry dog.  What reasons might Mr. Elliot have to ignore the sign and the child’s warning?
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Chapter 2
•	What reason does Mr. Elliot give his granddaughter when she asks him to read her a story?  Do you think this is the real reason he doesn’t want to read to her? Explain.
•	Why do you think  Mr. Elliot seems to get a little bit angry after his granddaughter asked him to read her a story?

Chapter 3
•	We find out in chapter 3 that Mr. Elliot does not know how to read.  Why do you think that he keeps telling people that he doesn’t have his glasses, instead of telling them that he doesn’t know how to read?

Chapter 4
•	What do you think the author means when she says that Mr. Elliot’s “cheeks burn” when he hears the other students teasing Derek?
•	Explain why Mr. Elliot feels angry with himself for telling Derek, ”..don’t give up on your schoolwork, okay?  You can do it”?

Chapter 5
•	When Derek throws a rock at a stop sign, why do you think Mr. Elliot says, “Throw one for me too, Derek, would you?”
•	Mr. Elliot tells his daughter that he wants to learn how to read.  Why do you think he decides to do this?
•	How do you think Mr. Elliot’s daughter feels when he tells her that he wants to learn how to read?
Chapter 6
•	How do you think Mr. Elliot was feeling as he rode his bicycle to the library to begin his reading lessons?  Why do you think he felt this way
•	How do you think Mr. Elliot felt when he saw other adults in the room?  What might they have been thinking?
•	How did Mr. Elliot’s emotions change from the beginning of the chapter to the end?  Explain.
Chapter 7
•	What impact are Mr. Elliot’s reading lessons having on his everyday life?
Chapter 8
•	Mr. Elliot asks his reading teacher for extra lessons.  Why do you think he does this?  What do you think that his teacher is thinking when he asks her?

Chapters 9 and 10
•	In these chapters, Mr. Elliot tells both his grandson, Jason, and Mrs. Evans, a teacher at the school where he works, that he is learning how to read.  Earlier in the book, Mr. Elliot tried very hard to keep it a secret that he didn’t know how to read, why did he decide to tell others?

Chapter 11
•	Describe one emotion that Mr. Elliot feels when he reads a story to his grandchildren for the first time.  Explain why he feels that way.

Chapter 12
•	How might Derek feel when he hears Mr. Elliot’s story about learning how to read?
•	How do you think the people in the school feel while hearing Mr. Elliot’s story?

After Reading
Open Response Question
Explain how Mr. Elliot changes throughout the story.  Use specific details from the text and your own ideas to support your answer.

Post Reading Activities
Letter Writing
Point of View: The story shows us Mr. Elliot’s point of view and we are told the different emotions and feelings he had throughout the story.  What might the point of view about other characters be?
•	Suppose you are Mr. Elliot’s reading teacher, and you have heard about Mr. Elliot’s speech at the school.  Write Mr. Elliot a letter to tell him what you think of what he has done.
•	Mr. Elliot and Derek both struggled with reading. Write a letter from Derek to Mr. Elliot after Derek finds out that Mr. Elliot had just learned how to read.
•	Write a letter from Jemma to her grandfather after he read her a story for the first time.

Poster/Commerical
Create either a poster or a television commercial aimed at people who are learning to read or people who want to learn about a program that will help them with their reading.
Consider:
•	Why might people hide that they cannot read?
•	What services or support could you offer them?
•	Why should they sign up for the program?

Descriptive Journal Entry
You are Mr. Elliot and have just learned how to read after many years of not knowing how.  Write several diary entries describing your experiences.
(Remember, you can describe events that happened before, during, and after the story.  Try to think of what it would have been like for Mr. Elliot to have gone through several years of life without knowing how to read.  How would it affect his everyday activities?  How will his life change now that he knows how to read).
