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Focus: PROBLEM/SOLUTION
	Grade 3
	Grade 4
	Grade 5
	Grade 6

	Reading 1.7
Identify specific elements of texts and explain how they contribute to the meaning of the texts.
	
Analyse texts and explain how specific elements in them contribute to meaning.

	
Analyse texts and explain how various elements in them contribute to meaning.
	
Analyse increasingly complex texts and explain how the different elements in them contribute to meaning.

	Reading 1.8
Express personal opinions about ideas presented in texts.

	
Express opinions about the ideas and information in texts and cite evidence from the text to support their opinions.
	
Make judgements and draw conclusions about the ideas and information in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to support their views.
	
Make judgements and draw conclusions about ideas in texts and cite stated or implied evidence from the text to support their views.

	Writing 2.1
Write short texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write more complex texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write longer and more complex texts using a variety of forms.
	
Write longer and more complex texts using a wide range of forms.



Before Reading: 
Whole Class Discussion: 
	Ask students if they have ever moved, encourage them to share their experiences and feelings about moving. What did it feel like to leave your old life behind? Did you have to leave anything behind? Have you made a special connection to someone or something after moving to your new home? 
During Reading: 
Read Aloud Questions:
· What do you think about the way the story ends?

· Why does the child have such a connection to the tree?

· What can you infer about Maiko’s family?

· What do the tree and Maiko have in common?

· What is the main problem in the story and how was it solved?

After Reading:
Open Response Questions 
Use these ORQ (Open Response Questions) as an assessment of the students’ understanding.  Use A.P.E response rubric attached if needed.
Gr. 3/4:
Describe what you and your classmates can do to help Maiko feel like he belongs.
Describe how Maiko feels about the little spruce tree and explain why.
Explain how Maiko feels when the little spruce tree moves to a different place.

Gr. 5/6:
Explain what Maiko means when he says “you see, we can’t always grow where we are planted, but we still can grow somewhere else”.
Why might Maiko have left Africa to live with his aunt and uncle in another country?




Dear Baobab: Problem and Solution
Begin with a general discussion about problems and solutions and how they directly relate to one another.  
For example:
· Your pencil broke, what should you do?

· You forgot your lunch, how can you solve this?

· Your dog ate your homework, what will you do?

In small groups or partners, use a graphic organizer (http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer ) to determine some problems you see at school and how you could solve them.

Independent Practice for Problem/Solution
Draw Up a Solution (adapted from www.eduplace.com )

Art/Literacy
Students will identify a problem in their school and create posters to help publicize and reduce the problem.
*Note* this is where we start to guide the instruction on creating inclusive environments and empowering students to make a difference in their school.
What You Need
· Poster board and other art supplies.
What to Do
1. Ask students to talk to friends and teachers about problems in their school—for example, bullying, respect, social justice.

2. Have students create posters publicizing the problem, including ways people can help tackle it.


3. In addition to the poster, students should include a short paragraph justifying why this is a problem and what can be done to solve it.

4. Help students put up their posters around the school.

5. Provide students with feedback about their problem and solution (making sure they directly relate to each other)







































	      LEVELS
	1 
	2
	3
	4

	Thinking Planning –includes:
   - brainstorming
   - graphic
        organizer                                                    
   - outline
   - conferencing
	- Uses planning skills with limited   
effectiveness
	- Uses planning skills with some   
effectiveness
	- Uses planning   skills with effectiveness
	- Uses planning     skills with a high degree of   
effectiveness

	ANSWER

Communication
- Restatement
- Position or
   Point of View
	- Question is 
 vaguely or not
 restated
- Unclear or no
 position taken
   
	- Question is   partly restated  using some of  the key words given
- Vague position taken

	- Question is
  clearly restated 
  using the key
  words given
- Well defined
  position taken
	- Question is 
  creatively
  restated using
  clever language
- Insightful 
  position taken

	PROOF

Knowledge
- Evidence or Supporting Details
	- Answer contains vague or no  relevant supporting examples from the text
	- Answer contains at least 1 relevant
supporting   examples from  the text
	- Answer contains  at least 2 relevant supporting examples from the text
	-Answer contains numerous detailed supporting examples from the text

	EXTEND / EXPLAIN

Application
- Connections 
- Inferences 
- Predictions 
- Synthesis
	- Has difficulty   
going beyond   the text in a   
meaningful way  
(e.g.  not making
connections, inferences, predictions)
	- Goes beyond the text in a limited
way  (e.g. minimal use of 
connections,   
inferences,
predictions)
	- Goes beyond the text in a meaningful way (e.g. making connections, inferences, predictions)
	- Goes beyond   the text in an insightful way (e.g. making excellent use of connections, inferences,   
predictions)








