
Student Sample AM (early) 

 

This writing assignment will be used to get a sense of where you are at with your writing. For 
this task you can 

● write using your own knowledge and personal experience related to the topic 
● take time to brainstorm any ideas before you write 
● develop one main idea and support it by using specific details and relevant information - 

so stay on topic and use information that will help a reader understand what you know 
about the topic 

● write one paragraph for each prompt 

Prompt A 
Identify a piece of technology or an app that you use on a regular basis. Use specific details to 

explain how you use it. 

 

 

The piece of technology that I use on a daily basis is my iPhone.  I use it to keep in 

contact with my family and friends by texting, phone and other apps such as 

snapchat and instagram. I also use my iPhone for entertainment by watching 

YouTube and Netflix. I also use it to listen to music. I also use it as an alarm clock 

and timer when I need it.  It is fairly easy to use.  
 

  



Student Sample AM (later) 

 

This writing assignment will be used to get a sense of where you are at with your writing. For 
this task you can 

● write using your own knowledge and personal experience related to the topic 
● take time to brainstorm any ideas before you write 
● develop one main idea and support it by using specific details and relevant information - 

so stay on topic and use information that will help a reader understand what you know 
about the topic 

● write one paragraph for each prompt 

Prompt A 
Identify a piece of technology or an app that you use on a regular basis. Use specific details to 

explain how you use it. 

 

 

The piece of technology that I use on a daily basis is my iPhone.   There are many 

ways I depend on my iphone.  One way I use my iphone is because I use it to keep 

in contact with my family.   When my parents know where I am at all times, they 

are less stressed because they know that I am safe.  Also in an emergency 

situation my iphone makes it easier to get a hold of my parents, or they can get in 

contact with me quickly.  The second way is to talk to my friends. When I can't  be 

with my friend in person, I can easily chat with them through text messaging. 

When life gets busy and it is not possible to be with my friends, then my iphone 

makes it possible to still know what is happening in everyone’s life. Thirdly, I  use 

my iPhone for entertainment in a variety of way.  My iphone allows me to 

listening to music at school and while I am working. Any place and anytime music 

is accessible to me. Lastly I use it as an alarm clock and  an timer.  Getting up in 

the morning is made easier because the alarm clock it built into my iphone.  When 

I am cooking or doing any task that requires a timer, I can depend on my iphone 

as it has a clock and timer on it. As you can see my iphone is the most helpful 

piece of technology i have. 
  



Transcript: Student Teacher Conversation/Feedback 

 

Teacher Let’s look at your piece of writing. (Teacher reads it over.) Okay, let’s go 
over to the performance wall. (Teacher and student go to the 
performance wall posted in the classroom - see photo below.) Okay, if you 
compared your piece of writing to the samples here, where would you put 
it? 

Student (Looks at samples.) I think I’d put it here. (Holds his computer up to the 
second sample in the range of work.) 

Teacher Tell me why you chose that sample? 

Student It’s kind of like it. 

Teacher Using the success criteria posted here (points to the chart paper beside 
the range of samples - see photo below), can you talk more specifically 
how your writing at this point is like the second sample? 

Student (Takes some time, and looks at success criteria list and his writing.) I have 
an opening that is what the topic is. (Pauses.) I have some supporting 
details. 

Teacher What are your supporting details? 

Student Like when I say I use my phone to keep in contact, and for Snapchat, and 
music. (pauses) and alarm clock...timer. 

Teacher Here on the success criteria for supporting details it says supporting 
details can be (reads from the anchor chart) “examples, explanations, 
elaborations, paraphrased information from other sources, and 
statistics/data, that are relevant and accurate to the topic.” Which of 
these types of supporting details do you have? 

Student (Looks at writing for a moment.) Examples. 

Teacher When I read your piece, I go from one example to another, and for each 
example I want to know a bit more information. I am wondering, in 
addition to examples if you could provide some explanations. I am 
wondering here where you have “I use it to keep in contact with my 
family” you could say something about why that’s important. Why is it 
important? 

Student It helps my parents now where I am. They don’t get stressed. (pauses) So I 
could add that here. (points to a spot in his paragraph) 

Teacher Okay, do you have a plan now to think about those supporting details? 

Student Yeah, I think so. 

Teacher Is there anything else you can say about your writing using the criteria? 



Student (Spends time looking at his writing and the success criteria) I don’t have a 
closing and I don’t have connecting words. 

Teacher When I read the closing, I’m not sure if you are referring to the phone or 
alarm clock.  

Student (nods) 

Teacher You said you didn’t use any connecting words, but I think you have. You 
use ‘also’ as a connecting word.  

Student Okay. 

Teacher I’d like you to read your paragraph over and pay attention to how you use 
‘also’. 

Student (Reads silently) I use it over and over again.  

Teacher Is that a problem? 

Student Yeah, it just sounds the same. Every sentence begin the same. I think I 
need to change it. 

Teacher So based on what we’ve talked about, what’s next for this piece of 
writing? 

Student I am going to add more for each of these examples... (looks at the criteria 
list)...I’m going to add explanations. And once I do that (pauses) once I do 
that I’ll look at the connecting words, I don’t know, maybe add different 
ones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


