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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Buffalo, New York 
 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Celebrating our 142nd Anniversary 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

Welcome to Holy Trinity! 
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We 

celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We 
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people; 

welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification, 
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow 

us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us. 
 

Share your story!  

Check-in, Tweet, post, or send an Instagram about your experience at Holy Trinity.   

Use #PowerofTrinity to share your Faith in an instant!  

Find us on Facebook at:  

Facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

Facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 

 

INTRODUCTION 
In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to 

gather for worship as the body of Christ. While we cannot be together in person, we can 

hear the word of God, give thanks for gifts of life and love, and hold each other in prayer.  

 

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper 

room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel 

Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and 

economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, 

we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole 

human family. 
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PRELUDE  

Prelude and Pastoral Song                            Jean Langlais 
                  (1919 – 2011) 

        
 

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

As we gather from our homes, we invite you to place a bowl or cup of  

water in front of you, to remember our baptism. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

(At home, dip your finger into a bowl or cup of water and make the 

sign of the cross on your forehead.) 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN  

In Christ There Is No East or West “McKee”        ELW 650 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together. 

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 

ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other 

in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 

bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN       The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14    

The first reading for the Seventh Sunday of Easter is recorded in Acts, 

the 1st Chapter. 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is 

this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 

replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 

has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 

up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and 

they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 
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  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they 

had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 

staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 

Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 

the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

The Word of the Lord.           

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SOLO 

By the Grace of the Spirit               Andrew Gant (b. 1963) 

Test by Evelyn Miller                
      
 

Ryan Lockwood, baritone 
 

By the grace of the Spirit we find God in the mist of dawn, 

in the shadows of the forest, in the leaping of the fawn. 

We discover in hushed moments God's own pure serenity, 

and we sing Alleluia. 
 

By the grace of the Spirit we find God in music's air 

as both song and joyous anthem bind our hearts in concord rare. 

In the melodies of grateful praise we define God's sanctity, 

and we sing Alleluia. 
 

By the grace of the Spirit we find God in Bethlem's stall, 

In Epiphany, in passion, on the cross Christ bore for all. 

We acknowledge the ascension of the blessed Lamb of God, 

and we sing Alleluia. 
 

By the grace of the Spirit we exalt the Father's name 

when we validate in mission full redemption through Christ's claim. 

May the counsel of the Spirit guide us in God's holy way 

as we sing Alleluia. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

The second reading for today is recorded in 1st Peter, the 4th and 5th 

Chapters. 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 

among you to test you, as though something strange were happening 

to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so 

that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 

revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on 

you. 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so 

that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, 

because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 

someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 

that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 

kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 

power forever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.      

Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Saint John  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to 

heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that 

the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all 

people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this 

is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 

presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 

existed. 

  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 

the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have 

kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; 

I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 

you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer 

in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                   The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            

 Blest Be the Tie That Binds “Dennis”      ELW 656 
  

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

On this seventh Sunday of Easter, we gather in our homes and yet 

together as one, praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. Our response to each petition is, “hear our prayer.” 

 

A brief silence. 
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In this time of troubling separation, we pray to you, triune God, for the 

unity of your churches. Bind us together in the truth of your gospel. 

Make us witnesses of your mysterious might. Bless our ecumenical 

partners in Voice Buffalo, the Network of Religious Communities, 

and the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Community 

of Good Neighbors - Resurrection Village, and Holy Trinity. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the 

mysteries of the universe. We pray for the work of scientists and 

mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding. Provide 

through the gifts you have given, a vaccine to the virus. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

As we prepare for Memorial Day, we pray for peace around the world. 

Protect all soldiers, and assure them of your never-failing strength. 

Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad, and sustain their 

families. Shield the vulnerable who live in paths of violence. We pray 

today especially for the people of Afghanistan and Syria. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Come to the aid of all who suffer. We pray for those who are laden 

with grief, overwhelmed by anxiety, or struggling without medical 

care. Uphold all health-care workers who attend to coronavirus 

patients. Comfort all families and friends who cannot embrace their 

loved ones at the time of death. We give into your care all the sick, for 

those whom we name out loud, or from our hearts… Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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To know you is to have eternal life. We praise you for the lives of all 

who have died in the faith and who now live in you; especially today, 

we give thanks for the life, love, faith and family of Paul Nikischer.  

At the end, bring us with all your saints into your presence. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always.         And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace with someone in your home, or share a message 

of peace via text, tweet, or post (or call someone after worship.) 

THE OFFERING  
 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings which make our ministry 

possible. You may share your offering by clicking the “Contribute 

Today” link below this Livestream and on our Homepage, or by 

mailing your gift to the church office. Thank you! 

THE SOLO  

I Will Sing New Songs                           Antonin Dvorak 
 from the Biblical Songs, Opus 99                 (1841 – 1904) 
 

Ryan Lockwood, baritone 
 

I will sing new songs of gladness, I will sing Jehovah's praises upon a ten-stringed 

psaltery.  Every day will I extol Thee and will bless Thy Holy Name, I will bless 

Thy Holy Name.  Great is God and great His mercy.  Who shall tell of all His 

greatness?  Who shall His power declare?  My song shall be of praise and honor, 

and of Thy glorious acts.  Thy works are wonderful, past our knowing.  Yea, men 

shall tell of Thy great kindness and of Thy wond'rous might, and my voice shall 

proclaim aloud Thy glory. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray together. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine 

our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light 

we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all 

the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new 

life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN   

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory “Battle Hymn”     ELW 890 
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DISMISSAL  

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

Allegro energico from Toccata, Aria,           Carson Cooman 

and Finale Opus 1184                           (b. 1982) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

CRISIS SERVICES:  For anyone feeling down, lonely or depressed, 

Crisis Services is working around the clock to respond to and combat 

the impact COVID-19 has on our community. Their hotline number is 

834-3131 and are available 24-hours a day.   If you are looking for 

counseling services, we share a partnership with Pat Greene, LMHC, 

and he may be reached at 716-361-4615. 

 

FOOD DONATIONS: To support those in need of food from our 

NRC food pantry and from the emergency bags our Pastors provide, if 

you are able to donate, these are the items most needed. 

For our pastor's bags: The Pop top canned easy meals , ex. ravioli 

meals. 

For the Food Bank : Canned tuna, soups and canned meals such as 

ravioli.  Items may be brought to the church. Please call ahead to 

alert the staff that you are planning to donate and arrange a 

convenient time. 

 

READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR:  The reading schedule for May and 

June can be found on the church website or you can call the church 

office to have a paper copy mailed to you. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) - July 27 – 31.  We are making 

plans for how VBS will look this year, but the date is new for our 

Community. Check back here for details soon!! 
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FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP ZOOM HAPPY HOUR:  Join us every 

Friday at 5pm to link to a virtual Happy Hour by Zoom technology.  

We'll meet together through safe physical-distancing while being able 

to check-in with each other.  Bring your own favorite beverage to the 

computer. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 285 453 435 

Password: 299123 
 

One tap mobile 

+19294362866,,285453435# US (New York) 
 

Dial by your location 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)    
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: Holy Trinity has an electronic option for 

making regular offerings or a one-time donation.  If you would like to 

sign up, please fill out the forms located on the tables in the narthex 

and return to the office.  Please call the church office with questions. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Office Staff may be reached by phone daily Monday – Friday. 

Please call the church office should you need anything. 

As always, the Pastors are available by appointment. 

We will continue to share information regarding life and worship at 

Holy Trinity. You can always check out the website for up-to-date 

information. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/285453435?pwd=UHJOdVBacDJMK1lMcVAvcFFXOFZVUT09
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Pierogi Sale  
 

Stop by for an easy and safe way to pick up great meals for your 
week ahead. 

  
Wednesday, June 3  

4:00 – 6:00 pm 
  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
1080 Main St 

Buffalo. New York   
  
  

Pre-Order:   
  

Call (716) 913-2746 or (716) 436-3894  
 by Monday, 6/1 to ensure that we bring plenty of your favorites!   

 
Check out the menu online at 

www.babciaspierogi.com 
Click on Fundraiser and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

  
 

Please note that all Drive Thru orders will be picked up at Holy 
Trinity 

 

http://www.babciaspierogi.com/
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP 

Congregational Council 

Uli MacDonald, President 

Emily Notari, Vice-President 

Guy Huber, Treasurer 

Jennifer Yap, Secretary 
 

Thedralyn Bradley, Kathy Crissey, Ryon Fleming, Richard Lee,  

Juan Perez, Raúl Saona, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Barb Wozniak  
      

Staff Contacts for Programs and Services 

Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist 

Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster 

kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager 

Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant 

Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448) 

John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds 

Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds 
 

The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor 

pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org 

The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor 

pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209 

(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax 

e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org  

www.holytrinitybuffalo.org 

Friend us on Facebook at: 

 www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo 

www.facebook.com/BuffaloHTLCMusic 
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