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Sunday, June 17, 2018
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Celebrating our 138th Anniversary
Holy Communion – 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Welcome to Holy Trinity!
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people;
welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow
us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.
We invite our guests as well as members to fill out the blue sheet,
found inside your bulletin, and place in the offering plate.
Using a smartphone? While we ask you to please silence your ringer,
feel free to check-in, post, tweet or instagram
your experience today using the hashtag #PowerofTrinity.
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo

INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images
of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God
better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look.
Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are
grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share.
It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power
beyond our understanding.

VOLUNTARY
Prelude and Fugue in B flat Major BWV 560

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685 – 1750)

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Please stand as you are able.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Dearest Jesus, at Your Word “Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier”

ELW 520

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and
mercy, abounding in steadfast love. Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against
God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your
children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and
cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace
draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died
for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God ☩ forgives
you all your sins. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear
your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
(10:30)
A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

The Rev. Brenda Maynor

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24
The first reading for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost is recorded in
Ezekiel, the 17th Chapter.
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Thus says the Lord GOD:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
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On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24
All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LORD.
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I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17
The second reading for today is recorded in 2nd Corinthians, the 5th
Chapter.
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So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are
at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by
faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are
at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good
or evil.
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For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that
one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him
who died and was raised for them.
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view,
we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed
on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.”
30
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which,
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can
make nests in its shade.”
33
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything in private to his disciples.
The gospel of the Lord:
26
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Please be seated.
SERMON

The Rev. Brenda Maynor

Please stand, if able.
HYMN OF THE DAY
This Is My Father’s World “Terra Patris”

ELW 824

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place,
praying for the world that God so loves.
O Most High, your divine realm is like a noble tree whose boughs and
branches give shade and rest to the peoples of the earth. Make your
church a nesting place for all who need your peace and healing.
Strengthen all communities of faith, including the Buffalo City
Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Resurrection, and Holy Trinity.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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O Most High, all the world is a garden for your creativity. Refresh
places of drought with abundant rains. Strengthen and keep safe those
who fight forest fires. Help us tend your mountains and plains, oceans
and rivers with loving care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O Most High, you speak and your word is accomplished. Speak to the
leaders of the nations so they might end cycles of violence, giving
people everywhere tranquility and peace. We pray for North Korea
and South Korea, for Indonesia and Japan, for Sudan and South
Africa. We pray today for all men and women serving in the armed
forces and their families. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O Most High, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. Bring the
abundant healing blessings of the new creation into the lives of those
who suffer illness or deprivation of any kind. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
O Most High, your steadfast love and faithfulness sustain your people.
Bless fathers and all father figures with such love and faithfulness that
children flourish and grow in uprightness and joy. Bless those who
long to be fathers and those for whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
O Most High, we pray for the young and young at heart. For your
daughters and sons, including the children of our community and
especially Annabelle and Noah. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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O Most High, just as the earth produces of itself and the harvest
comes, you gather up your people from all times and places. Bring us
along with those who have died into the lasting harvest of your
kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our
prayers in trust and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Please be seated.
THE OFFERING
SOLO AT THE OFFERING
Eye Hath Not Seen

Alfred Robert Gaul
(1837 – 1913)

from The Holy City
Carolyn Lansom, alto

Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the
things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.
For He hath prepared for them a city, whose builder and maker is God.
There remaineth, therefore, a rest for the people of God; therefore fear lest any come
sort of it.

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of
every living thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our
hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives
to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERTORY
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
“Old Hundredth”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out
to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills
of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

Please be seated.
THE COMMUNION
Invitation to Communion
All are welcome to share in the sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. Beginning
with those seated closest to the altar, you are invited to come forward to the communion
rail (or to the presiding minister if the communion rails are not in place) and kneel or stand
at the next available place at the rail. Receiving the wafer in your hand, you are invited to
dip or “intinct” the wafer into the chalice. There is wine in the silver chalice and grape
juice in the ceramic chalice. For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers are available by
simply asking the Pastor as you are served. Adults or children choosing not to receive
communion may come forward to receive a blessing. The Pastors will bring the sacrament
to persons in the pews that are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish
the pastor to do so. All are welcome to the table of our Lord.
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SOLOS AT COMMUNION
Thanks

Geoffrey O’Hara
(1882 – 1967)

Carolyn Lansom, alto
For spreading plain and peak that tow'rs, We give Thee thanks. For sun and rain and
food and flow'rs, We give Thee thanks. For courage and the will to do, For strength
and hope and faith a-new, For love and friendship strong and true, We give Thee
thanks.
For pain that serves to purge the soul, We give Thee thanks. For cares that raise us
tow'rd the goal, We give Thee thanks. For bits of rest that intervene, For tears and
sighs with smiles between, For all, O gracious Nazarene, We give Thee thanks. For
all, O gracious Nazarene, We give Thee thanks.

This Day

Bob Chilcott
(b. 1955)
Carolyn Lansom, alto

This day will you strength us. This day will you bless us.
This day will you lift us, visit us for good.
This day inscribe for us a happy, happy life. This day hear our cry.
This day accept our prayer in mercy and favour. This day support us with you
righteous hand.
This day accept our prayer in mercy and favour, This day, this day.
This day will you strength us. This day will you bless us.
This day will you lift us, visit us for good.
This day inscribe for us a happy, happy life. This day hear our cry. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this
bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great
love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for
your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you
are Lord forevermore. Amen.
(10:30)
THANKSGIVING FOR SUNDAY
VOLUNTEERS AND STUDENTS

SCHOOL

TEACHERS,

BENEDICTION
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty
God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing “The Ash Grove”

ELW 547

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Carillon

Herbert Merrill
(1908 - 1952)

We invite you to join us downstairs in Redeemer Hall
for a special Father’s Day hot dog roast
following the 10:30 Service.
All are welcome.
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
SUNDAY, June 17, 2018 – Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Happy Father’s Day
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Forum (FR)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (MC)
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Nursery (SS)
11:45 a.m.
Coffee Hour/Hot Dog Roast
2:30 p.m.
Worship to Go at Wedgewood
TUESDAY, June 19, 2018
10:30 a.m.
School 17 Graduation at School 17
WEDNESDAY, June 20, 2018
10:00 a.m.
School 17 Graduation at School 17
6:00 p.m.
BNYC Auditions (MC)
THURSDAY, June 21, 2018
7:00 p.m.
AA/AL-ANON (RH)
SATURDAY, June 23, 2018
9:00 a.m.
Genealogy (FR)
SUNDAY, June 24, 2018 – Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
11:45 a.m.
Coffee Hour
CH = Mansperger Chapel
FR = Fellowship Room
MR = Music Room
SC = Sacristy

CI = Crib Room
FI = Fireside Room/Library
PS = Pastor’s Study
SS = Sunday School
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CR = Conference Room
MC = Main Church
RH = Redeemer Hall
YR = Youth Room

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY FORUM (ADULT ED): Today for our final session, we
welcome our own Barb Wozniak, who will speak on the Cherish All
Children ministry of the ELCA. She will cover the history of the
program on the churchwide level and Holy Trinity’s participation.
Programs begin at 9:30am in the Fellowship Room. All are welcome.
SAVE THE DATE FOR SUMMER BOOK CLUB: Mondays 6/25,
7/30 and 8/27 from 12:00-1:00pm in the Church library. Bring a bag
lunch and discuss the book America’s Original Sin by Jim Wallis
(available at the library or can be found used on Amazon for under
$10 plus shipping). June 25 will include a discussion on Chapters 1-3.
Sponsored by the Racial Justice Taskforce. Please see Pastor Miller
for further details.
LCLC: Camp season is right around the corner and that means that
LCLC camp registrations are now open! LCLC offers 6 weeks of
camp throughout the summer starting in June and going through July.
If you would like to attend any of the camps offered by LCLC you
may register via brochure or website www.lclcenter.org. Please see Pr.
Brenda to register for Confirmation Camp or with any questions
related to camp. Camperships are available.
BOAT CRUISE: On Sunday, July 15, the Fellowship and Hospitality
Committee is sponsoring a Miss Buffalo Boating Cruise. Boarding
will begin at 2:45pm with an immediate 3:00pm departure. The rate is
$20 for adults and $15 for ages 4-11. Reservations with payments of
cash or by check to Holy Trinity, may be made during today’s coffee
hour or by calling the church office. Payment is due by Sunday,
June 17. This event is open to all members, relatives and friends.
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GOLF OUTING: The Fellowship and Hospitality Committee are
sponsoring the Annual Holy Trinity Golf Outing on Monday, July 23
at Tan Tara Golf Club. Cost for the day is $55 and includes a
continental breakfast, nine hole scramble and BBQ lunch. The cost
for lunch only is $12. Checks should be made payable to “Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church” and mailed/given to the church office. Prize
donations gratefully accepted. Tan Tara is located at 4391 Tonawanda
Creek Road North, North Tonawanda 14120. Please see Guy Huber,
Craig Johnson or call the church office to make your reservation.
HOLY TRINITY NEEDLERS will not meet at church on Tuesday,
July 3. Instead they will gather at the home of Barb Wozniak for a
potluck picnic beginning at 5:30pm. If you have questions, you can
contact Barb at 247-2101 or wozniakb@canisius.edu
VBS SUPPLIES NEEDED: We are collecting some items to help with
this year’s Vacation Bible School program. (1) Lego and lego-type
blocks – loose or in sets, (2) personal care items and socks, (3) clean
jar lids (all sizes). If you have any of these items to donate, please
place them in the VBS box in the entrance ways. Thank you!
COMMUNITY MEAL: Our community meal ministry, renamed
"Sue's Supper," will be serving a community dinner on June 27th at
5:30. We will hold a brief evening devotion following dinner. We
need volunteers to help prep and serve these meals. Prep work will
take place on Wednesday, June 27 at 3pm. Please call the church
office at 886-2400 if you would like to volunteer.
CAMP BLESSING: On June 24 at the 10:30 service, we will be
blessing all those who will be attending camp during the summer. If
you or your child will be attending any camp or other youth gathering
during the summer months, we invite you to come and receive a
special camp blessing.
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IMPACT DAY CAMP: Holy Trinity will be hosting Impact Day
Camp from July 23-27. Impact Day Camp is a unique blend of
outdoor ministry, congregational ministry, and community outreach
for youth entering grades 1-5 in the fall. The cost is $75 and
scholarships are available. Brochures can be found on the tables in the
entrance way. You can register via the brochure or by
visiting wnyimpactfoundation.com. Please see Pastor Miller or Pastor
Maynor with any questions.
GIVE + APP: Introducing the Give+ App, a new way to share your
offering without cash or checks. Simply go to the App Store on your
phone or tablet and search and install “GivePlus Church”. Click on
“Find Churches Near Me” and select Holy Trinity. You can click on
Give Now for a one time gift or create your own account. Follow
instructions to complete your gift. Detailed instructions can be found
on the tables in the entrance ways. Look for the Give + Church flyer.
Day “Buy” Day Thanksgivings
Now you can honor special events and special people in your life!
Send us a Day Buy Day Form with a check made payable to
Holy Trinity for $25 for each event you wish to honor.
Proceeds will go toward the Education Committee and help sponsor the
Confirmation Camp for youth here at Holy Trinity.
June 8, 2018 Married right here at Holy Trinity by Dr. Loew on
June 8, 1968, Ron and Donna Leiser are grateful for
all the blessings received in our 50 years of marriage.
We are especially thankful for our children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, our extended
family and for this wonderful faith community we call
“home.”
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At 8:30 a.m. the worship assistant is Justin Rojek. Altar guilds are
Heidemarie Kunz and Gail Camilleri. Lay reader is Heidemarie Kunz.
Communion assistant is Susan Bundt. Ushers are Dave and Pat Ulrich.
At 10:30 a.m. the announcer is Barb Wozniak. Lay reader is Daniel
Culross. Altar guilds are Kathy Szakmary and Elizabeth Vihnanek.
Ushers are Ron Leiser (captain), Kristen Best, Penny Bruso, Mike Day,
Alan Heiss, Angela Keppel, Elizabeth Vihnanek and Helen and Marty
Wright. Greeter is Karen Bauchle. Communion Assistants are Fred
Howard, Helen Wright, Robert Mann and Sean Mann. Worship
Assistants are Samantha Biesinger, Matthew Kinkade, Gabriel Behrens,
Jennifer Carden, Robert Mann and Sean Mann. Collection Counters
are Penny Bruso, Darlene Carden and Uli MacDonald.
The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Joan Pellnat
by Jim, Beth, Sara, Marissa and Madison Pellnat; and In Loving
Memory of Phyllis Blake Parks by Donald Parks.
As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of
intercession include Annabelle and Noah Bork.
Council Member Tom Kutas will be at the Entrance Way to address
any questions or concerns you may have this morning.
Weekly attendance from June 10 was 161. The gospel reading for
Sunday, June 24 is Mark 4:35-41.
Stewardship Thought of the Day
When God works in us, the will,
being changed and sweetly breathed upon by the Spirit of god,
desires and acts, not from compulsion, but responsively.
Martin Luther
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP
Congregational Council
Kurt Kaufmann, President
Angela Keppel, Vice President
Emily Notari, Treasurer
Uli MacDoanld, Secretary
Teddy Bradley, Ryon Fleming, Guy Huber
Tom Kutas, Richard Lee, Karen Maricle
Juan Perez, Barb Wozniak
Staff Contacts for Programs and Services
Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist
Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster
kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org
Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant
Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448)
John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds
The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor
pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org
The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor
pastorbrenda@holytrinitybuffalo.org
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1080 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14209
(716) 886-2400 phone/(716) 884-7505 fax
e-mail: info@holytrinitybuffalo.org
www.holytrinitybuffalo.org
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo
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