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Sunday, December 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent
Celebrating our 138th Anniversary
Holy Communion – 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Welcome to Holy Trinity!
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people;
welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow
us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.
We invite our guests as well as members to fill out the blue sheet,
found inside your bulletin, and place in the offering plate.
Using a smartphone? While we ask you to please silence your ringer,
feel free to check-in, post, tweet or instagram
your experience today using the hashtag #PowerofTrinity.
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo

INTRODUCTION
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s
voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as
easily herald the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the
baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the
way for the coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation
of God.”

VOLUNTARY
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland,

Johann Sebastian Bach

from the Eighteen Chorales (BWV 659)

(1685 - 1750)

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE ANTIPHON (10:30)
O Adonai

Peter Hallock

from the Great “O” Antiphons (1986)

(1924 - 2014)

O Adonai, ruler of the house of Israel. You appeared to Moses in the fire of the
burning bush; on Mount Sinai you gave him your law: with outstretched arm come
and redeem us.

Please stand as you are able.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Savior of the Nations, Come “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”

ELW 263

(vs. 3 women, vs. 4 men)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes
to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn
from on high who guides us into peace. Amen.
Let us come before God in confession.
You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able (10:30)
To you, O God,
we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we
confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us
with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths;
and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of
salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in
the name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to serve.
Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near. Amen.
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Please stand as you are able.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
While we light the Advent Wreath we sing together O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel: ELW 257 vs. 1 & 2
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in
lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in
strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of
your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
(10:30)
A WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
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The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
The first reading for the Second Sunday of Advent is recorded in
Malachi, the 3rd Chapter.
1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings
to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Luke 1:68-79
The congregation will respond with the bold-faced type.

1 68

Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,
you have come to your people and | set them free.
69
You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior,
born of the house of your | servant David. R
70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from
our enemies,
71
from the hands of | all who hate us,
72
to show mercy | to our forebears,
and to remember your | holy covenant.
5

73

This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,
free to worship you | without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R
76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,
77
to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation
by the forgiveness | of their sins.
78
In the tender compassion | of our God
the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,
79
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow
of death,
and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11
The second reading for today is recorded in Philippians, the 1st
Chapter.
3
I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing
in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all
of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in
God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer,
that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full
insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest
of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke

1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it
is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways
made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord:
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Please be seated.
SERMON

The Rev. Lee M. Miller, II

Please stand, if able.
HYMN OF THE DAY
Comfort, Comfort Now My People “Freu Dich Sehr”

ELW 256

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the
world, and all of creation.
Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put your
word within us and dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim the
mercy and salvation that abides in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Protect the creation, life-giving God. Sustain the mountains and hills.
Restore the rivers. Give us wisdom and compassion to care for
wilderness areas and urban ecosystems. Move us to care for your
creation in all its forms and richness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Purify the hearts of all people, life-giving God. Remove the hate that
lives within us and among us. Mold us into peacemakers. Raise up
leaders rooted in your love and fed by your word. We pray especially
for all men and women serving in the armed forces and their families.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender care.
Remember the forgotten and send us out to share your love with them.
Be with the wandering, the worried, and the woeful. We pray for all
those we now name out loud, and those we remember in our hearts… .
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to
worship leaders, musicians, and our altar guild as they prepare the way
for the celebration of the Christ child’s coming among us. Strengthen
all communities of faith, including the Buffalo City Cluster: Grace,
North Park, Parkside, Resurrection, and Holy Trinity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Care for all your children, life-giving God. Watch over all of us, the
young and young at heart. For your daughters and sons, including the
children of our community and especially Michael, Andrew and Anna.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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We remember the generations who have shown us your faithfulness,
life-giving God. Shine your light on those who mourn and prepare us
for that day when we will see you face-to-face. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these
prayers and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Please be seated.
THE OFFERING
SOLO AT THE OFFERING (8:30)
Be Thou My Vision

Bob Chilcott
(b. 1955)

Text: Early Irish, tr. Mary Byrne (1880-1931)
versified Eleanor Hall (altered) (1860-1935)

Steven Maynard, tenor
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, Be all else but naught to me, save that thou
art; Be thou my best thought in in the day and the night, Both waking and sleeping,
thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; Be thou ever with me, and I with thee,
Lord; Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; Be thou in me dwelling, and I
with thee one.
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure
thou art; Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be thou my vision, O
ruler of all.
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ANTHEM AT THE OFFERING (10:30)
Domine Deus from Gloria

Bob Chilcott
(b. 1955)

Lord God! Heavenly King! God, the father Almighty!
Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son!
Lord God! Lamb of God! Son of the Father.

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and
hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
OFFERTORY
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
“Old Hundredth”

ELW 885

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

12

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with
your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

Please be seated.
THE COMMUNION
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Invitation to Communion
All are welcome to share in the sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. Beginning
with those seated closest to the altar, you are invited to come forward to the communion
rail (or to the presiding minister if the communion rails are not in place) and kneel or stand
at the next available place at the rail. Receiving the wafer in your hand, you are invited to
dip or “intinct” the wafer into the chalice. There is wine in the silver chalice and grape
juice in the ceramic chalice. For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers are available by
simply asking the Pastor as you are served. Adults or children choosing not to receive
communion may come forward to receive a blessing. The Pastors will bring the sacrament
to persons in the pews that are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish
the pastor to do so. All are welcome to the table of our Lord.

SOLO AT COMMUNION
Ev’ry Valley from Messiah

Georg Frederic Handel
(1685 – 1759)

Steven Maynard, tenor
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain hill made low; the crooked
straight, and the rough places plain.

COMMUNION MOTET (10:30)
And the Glory of the Lord Shall Be Revealed

Georg Frederic Handel
(1685 – 1759)

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Please stand as you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have
feasted again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more
and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your
way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your
eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as
food, comfort, and strength to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a
servant heart those who take your word and sacrament to our sisters
and brothers in their homes, in prisons and in hospitals. Grant grace,
mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and blood
and receive your words of new life. May we all recognize that we
have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one
another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our
Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry “Puer Nobis”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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ELW 249

POSTLUDE
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland

Johann Sebastian Bach

(BWV 661) from the Eighteen Chorales

(1685 - 1750)

We invite you to join us downstairs in Redeemer Hall
for our Christkindlmarkt held today
from 9:30am to 3:00pm.
All are welcome.

Day “Buy” Day Thanksgivings
December 2018
December 22

Happy Heavenly 85th birthday to my husband,
Nicholas Campana, on December 22. Lovingly
miss my “St. Nick”. Forever in my heart, Cris

Now you can honor special events and special people in your life!
Send us a Day Buy Day Form with a check made payable to
Holy Trinity for $25 for each event you wish to honor.
Proceeds will go toward the Education Committee and help sponsor the
Confirmation Camp for youth here at Holy Trinity

17

THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
SUNDAY, December 9, 2018 – Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
9:00 a.m.
Christkindlmarkt (RH)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (MC)
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Nursery (SS)
12:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class (FR)
12:00 p.m.
Christmas Pageant rehearsal (MC)
MONDAY, December 10, 2018
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study (FR)
TUESDAY, December 11, 2018
3:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise Music Program (FR)
7:00 p.m.
Community Music Chorus Rehearsal (CH)
WEDNESDAY, December 12, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting (CR)
12:00 p.m.
Staff Christmas Luncheon (FR)
5:30 p.m.
Christmas tree set up/food basket assembly
6:00 p.m.
BNYC Rehearsal (CH)
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Service (RH)
THURSDAY, December 13, 2018
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir (MR)
7:00 p.m.
AA/AL-ANON (RH)
FRIDAY, December 14, 2018
6:00 p.m.
Congregational Christmas Dinner and Pageant(RH)
SATURDAY, December 15, 2018
10:00 a.m.
Genealogy Meeting (FR)
SUNDAY, December 16, 2018 – Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Forum (FR)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (MC)
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Nursery (SS)
11:45 a.m.
Coffee Hour (FI)
CH = Mansperger Chapel
FR = Fellowship Room
MR = Music Room
SC = Sacristy

CI = Crib Room
FI = Fireside Room/Library
PS = Pastor’s Study
SS = Sunday School
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CR = Conference Room
MC = Main Church
RH = Redeemer Hall
YR = Youth Room

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY FORUM. There will be no Sunday Forum today. Next
week join our own Dr. Roy Clare for the Annual Christmas Sing-along. Programs begin at 9:30am in the Fellowship Room. All are
welcome.
CHRISTKINDLMARKET will take place today from 9:00am –
3:00pm in Redeemer Hall. Join us and shop for wonderful,
handcrafted treasures and gifts for the Advent and Christmas season.
FAITH TO GO BOXES are ready for distribution. This new devotion
will be introduced first with our Sunday School families but are
available to anyone who would like one for themselves or their
families. Please see Pastor Brenda for more information or to request
your own Faith to Go Boxes.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP: Worn out by the middle of the week?
Join us to top off your cup of blessing. We invite you to our new
weekly Wednesday evening service at 6:30pm in Redeemer Hall for
an interactive, informal worship experience.
THE ANGEL AND MITTEN TREE CHRISTMAS COLLECTION
begins today. Each year we gather Christmas presents and warm
accessories for students of PS #17, our community school partners.
Visit the Angel Tree to select a student to shop for. Visit the Mitten
Tree to drop off cold weather accessories. All gifts and items are due
by December 16th. For additional questions please see Heather Miller
or email convmiller@yahoo.com. Thank you for your generosity.
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HOLIDAY BASKETS: The Fellowship and Hospitality Committee
will be setting up the large Christmas trees in the sanctuary and also
preparing the Christmas food baskets this Wednesday beginning at
5:00pm. All are welcome to help.
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS DINNER AND CHILDREN’S
PAGEANT will be held this Friday. Dinner is in Redeemer Hall at
6:00 p.m.
The pageant immediately follows.
Cost is
$10 adults/$5 children/$30 family price. Reservation forms can be
found on the tables in the entrance ways or by calling the church
office and must be made by tomorrow.
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Once again the congregation is being
asked to contribute toward the purchase of poinsettias which will be
placed in the chancel for Christmas. Flowers are $10 each and may be
given in memory or honor of someone. Order forms are available in
the entrance ways.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of flowers
gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our
congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones. The following
dates are available through the end of February 2019: December 23
and 30; January 13; February 3 and 10. Please contact Linda Schmidt
with your request for these or any other specific date during the year.
She can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 716-835-3325.
Vases are currently $40.00 each.
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2018 HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
8:30 a.m. Worship Service with Chapel Choir
10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Chancel Choir
CHRISTMAS EVE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
5:30 p.m. Family Service
9:45 p.m. Preservice music with Choir and Brass
10:30 p.m. Festival candlelight service of Holy Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25
10:30 a.m. Christmas service (Chapel)
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At 8:30 a.m. the worship assistant is Robert Mann. Altar guilds are
Heidemarie Kunz and Gail Camilleri. Lay reader is Judy Kroll.
Communion assistant is Peter Bergenstock. Ushers are Dave and Pat
Ulrich.
At 10:30 a.m. announcer is Ryon Fleming. Lay reader is Timothy
Flynn. Altar guilds are Linda Thomasula and Ruth Schmidt. Ushers
are Jim Dunnigan (captain), Ryon Fleming, Herb Hough, Charmaine
Kaltrider, Kurt and Mary Kaufmann, Joe and Martha Kryszczuk and
Juan Perez. Greeters are Helen Wright and Robert and Nadine
Sweitzer. Communion Assistants are Jim Dunnigan, Emma Crissey and
Aidan Vitka. Worship Assistants are Michael Jordan, Emma Crissey,
Aidan Vitka, Delayne Pace, Robert Mann, Sean Mann, Brandon
Howard and Madalyn Brown. Collection Counters are Tom Johnson,
Uli MacDonald and Beth Pellnat.
The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of Carolyn
Ferraro and Rosemary Kryszczuk from the Kryszczuk Family; and In
Gratitude for the Blessings of my children; Grace, Jon, Emma and
Aidan by Kathy Crissey.
As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of
intercession include Michael, Andrew and Anna Scinta.
The gospel reading for Sunday, December 16 is Luke 3:7-18.
Stewardship Thought of the Day
Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces,
I would still plant my apple tree.
Martin Luther
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HOLY TRINITY LEADERSHIP
Congregational Council
Kurt Kaufmann, President
Emily Notari, Treasurer
Uli MacDonald, Secretary
Teddy Bradley, Ryon Fleming, Guy Huber
Tom Kutas, Richard Lee, Karen Maricle
Juan Perez, Barb Wozniak
Staff Contacts for Programs and Services
Kristen Pomietlarz, Organist
Justin Pomietlarz, Choirmaster
kjpomietlarz@holytrinitybuffalo.org
Linda Lipczynski, Office Manager
Carol Littlefield, Parish Accountant
Judy Reifsteck, Faith Community Nurse (632-3448)
John Busch, Director of Buildings and Grounds
Charles Ryniec, Steward of Buildings and Grounds
The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Senior Pastor
pastor.lee.miller@holytrinitybuffalo.org
The Rev. Brenda Maynor, Pastor
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