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Sunday, December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Celebrating our 138th Anniversary
Holy Communion – 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Welcome to Holy Trinity!
Holy Trinity recognizes that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We
celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We
proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God’s people;
welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identification,
sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We believe that our openness will allow
us to grow in our faith through Christ’s teaching to love one another as God loves us.
We invite our guests as well as members to fill out the blue sheet,
found inside your bulletin, and place in the offering plate.
Using a smartphone? While we ask you to please silence your ringer,
feel free to check-in, post, tweet or instagram
your experience today using the hashtag #PowerofTrinity.
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/holytrinitybuffalo

INTRODUCTION
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a
lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and the blessed virgin Mary’s magnificent
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s
advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension
in which the church always lives as when in the holy communion—with high delight—“we
proclaim the Lord's death.”

VOLUNTARY
O Emmanuel from O Antiphon Sequence

Cecilia McDowall
(b. 1951)

RINGING OF THE TOWER BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE ANTIPHON
O Rex Gentium

Peter Hallock

from the Great “O” Antiphons

(1924 - 2014)

O King of nations and their desire; You are the cornerstone that binds two into one:
Come and save the creature whom you have fashioned from clay.

Please stand as you are able.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn “Rejoice, Rejoice”
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes
to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn
from on high who guides us into peace.
Amen.
Let us come before God in confession.
You are invited to kneel or sit, as you are able (10:30)
To you, O God,
we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we
confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us
with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths;
and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of
salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in
the name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to serve.
Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.
Amen.
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Please stand as you are able.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
While we light the Advent Wreath we sing together:
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: ELW 257 vs. 1, 2, 3 & 4
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile
here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you,
O Israel.
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: in strength and
beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient
times you gave the law in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell
your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may
receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
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(10:30)
ANTHEM AT THE CHILDREN’S SERMON
Some Children See Him

Alfred Burt

Words: Wihla Hutson

(1920 – 1954)
Holy Trinity Youth Choir

Some children see Him lily white, the Baby Jesus born this night.
Some children see Him lily white, With tresses soft and fair.
Some children see Him bronzed and brown, the Lord of heav'n to earth come down;
Some children see Him bronzed and brown, with dark and heavy hair.
Some children see Him almond eyed, this Savior whom we kneel beside,
Some children see Him almond eyed, with skin of yellow hue.
Some children see Him dark as they, sweet Mary's Son to whom we pray;
Some children see Him dark as they, and Ah! They love Him too!
The children in each diff'rent place will see the Baby Jesus' face
Like theirs, but bright with heav'nly grace, and filled with holy light.
O lay aside each earthly thing, and with thy heart as offering,
Come worship now the Infant King, 'tis love that's born tonight!

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a
The first reading for the Fourth Sunday of Advent is recorded in
Micah, the 5th Chapter.
2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
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And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
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And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5a
and he shall be the one of peace.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
The congregation will sing responsively the bold-faced type.

46b

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50
You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation.
51
You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55
the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10
The second reading for today is recorded in Hebrews, the 10th Chapter.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these
are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the
second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the Gospel, as you are able.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke
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39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
The gospel of the Lord:

Please be seated.
SERMON

The Rev. Brenda Maynor

Please stand, if able.
HYMN OF THE DAY
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came “Gabriel’s Message”
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CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the
world, and all of creation.
Faithful Lord, you keep your promises. Move your church to sing like
Mary and rejoice like Elizabeth. Teach us to sing of your faithfulness
all our days. Strengthen all communities of faith, including the
Buffalo City Cluster: Grace, North Park, Parkside, Resurrection, and
Holy Trinity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Ancient of Days, with joy you danced over the waters and birthed
creation. Give us joy in caring for the soil beneath us, the water
around us, and the sky above us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Prince of peace, your sacrifice gives abundant life to all. Raise up
leaders in every nation whose goals are health and well-being for all
people and creation. Grant them wisdom and compassion to serve as
you would have them serve. We pray especially for all men and
women serving in the armed forces and their families. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
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Good Shepherd, you feed your flock. Fill the hungry with good things.
Lift up the lowly. Accompany the refugee. Comfort the lonely. Heal
the sick. Send us in haste to surround them with your love. We pray
for all those we now name out loud, and those we remember in our
hearts… . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Love Incarnate, you are with us at the manger, on the cross, and on the
resurrection road. Walk with all who live with depression, grief, or
heartache in this season. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Watchful God, pray for all of us, the young and young at heart. For
your daughters and sons, including the children of our community and
especially Alex and Justin. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Ever-living God, you are Alpha and Omega. We thank you for all who
sing now in the heavenly choir, especially those dear to us. Join our
voices with theirs in praise of the Christ child. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these
prayers and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Let us share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Please be seated.
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THE OFFERING
ANTHEM AT THE OFFERING (8:30)
Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Arr. Gustav Holst

French Carol, from Liturgy of St. James, translated

(1874 - 1934)

Holy Trinity Chapel Choir
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; Ponder nothing
earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand Christ our God to earth descendeth, our
full homage to demand. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He
stood, Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood He will give to all
the faithful His own Self for heavenly food. Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads ins vanguard on the way, As the Light of light descendeth from the realns of
endless day, That the powers of hell may vanquish as the darkness clears a way. At
His feet the six winged seraph; Cherubim with sleepless eye, Veil their faces to the
Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, "Alleluia, Alleluia Lord most High!"
Amen.

ANTHEM AT THE OFFERING (10:30)
God Is With Us (1987)

John Tavener
(1944 – 2013)

Steven Maynard, tenor
God is with us. Hear ye people, even to the uttermost end of the earth.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light. The people that dwell in
the shadow of death, upon them the light has shined. For unto us a child is born!
For unto us a son is given! And the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his
name shall be called Wonderful! Counselor! The mighty God, the everlasting
Father, the Prince of peace.
Hear ye people, even to the uttermost end of the earth. God is with us. Christ is
born!

Please stand as you are able.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and
hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
OFFERTORY
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
“Old Hundredth”

ELW 885

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with
your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

Please be seated.
THE COMMUNION
Invitation to Communion
All are welcome to share in the sacrament of Holy Communion at Holy Trinity. Beginning
with those seated closest to the altar, you are invited to come forward to the communion
rail (or to the presiding minister if the communion rails are not in place) and kneel or stand
at the next available place at the rail. Receiving the wafer in your hand, you are invited to
dip or “intinct” the wafer into the chalice. There is wine in the silver chalice and grape
juice in the ceramic chalice. For those who prefer, gluten-free wafers are available by
simply asking the Pastor as you are served. Adults or children choosing not to receive
communion may come forward to receive a blessing. The Pastors will bring the sacrament
to persons in the pews that are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish
the pastor to do so. All are welcome to the table of our Lord.

15

COMMUNION MOTET (8:30)
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
Chant, Veni Emmanuel

(b.1925)

(1916 - 1999)

Holy Trinity Chapel Choir
O come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lowly exile
here Until the Son of God appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel. O come, Thou Day-Spring come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent
here; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. O
come, Thou key of David come, And open wide our heav'nly home; Make safe the
way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

COMMUNION MOTETS (10:30)
O Gift of Glorious Sunrise (2015)

Caroline Mallonee
(b. 1975)

Today downed cold so long ago, As dark gave way to light,
All slept; the earth was quiet. Today emerged from night.
On a bed of russet hay, As Mary dreamed,
A small baby opened wide his eyes To streaks of red and rosy rays
Skating 'cross the wintry skies.
Christmas Day!
The stable stirred; the world awoke. Sunlight graced the earth.
A golden day, Day of a holy birth.
Today dawns cold on land, sand and sea.
Children open wide their eyes To streaks of rose, a painted sky.
O gift of glorious sunrise!
Golden Christmas Day!

O magnum mysterium (1995)

Morten Lauridsen
(b. 1943)

O great mystery, and wondrous sacrament,
that animals should see the newborn Lord, lying in their manger!
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ!
Alleluia!
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Please stand as you are able.
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have
feasted again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more
and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your
way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your
eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as
food, comfort, and strength to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a
servant heart those who take your word and sacrament to our sisters
and brothers in their homes, in prisons and in hospitals. Grant grace,
mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and blood
and receive your words of new life. May we all recognize that we
have a place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one
another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our
Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever. Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN
My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness “Kingsfold”
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying

Paul Manz
(1919 - 2009)

We invite you to join us downstairs in Redeemer Hall
for refreshments and fellowship following the 10:30 Service.
All are welcome.

Day “Buy” Day Thanksgivings
December 2018
December 22

Happy Heavenly 85th birthday to my husband,
Nicholas Campana, on December 22. Lovingly
miss my “St. Nick”. Forever in my heart, Cris

Now you can honor special events and special people in your life!
Send us a Day Buy Day Form with a check made payable to
Holy Trinity for $25 for each event you wish to honor.
Proceeds will go toward the Education Committee and help sponsor the
Confirmation Camp for youth here at Holy Trinity.
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY
SUNDAY, December 23, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion w/Chapel Choir (CH)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (MC)
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Nursery (SS)
11:45 a.m.
Coffee Hour (FI)
MONDAY, December 24, 2018
5:30 p.m.
Family Service with Holy Communion (MC)
9:45 p.m.
Preservice Music (MC)
10:30 p.m.
Festival Service with Holy Communion (MC)
TUESDAY, December 25, 2018
Merry Christmas
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
10:30 a.m.
Christmas Worship Service (CH)
WEDNESDAY, December 26, 2018
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Happy Birthday Carol Littlefield
THURSDAY, December 27, 2018
7:00 p.m.
AA/AL-ANON (RH)
Happy Birthday Pastor John Buerk
SUNDAY, December 30, 2018 – First Sunday after Christmas
8:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (CH)
10:30 a.m.
Service of Holy Communion (MC)
10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Nursery (SS)
CH = Mansperger Chapel
FR = Fellowship Room
MR = Music Room
SC = Sacristy

CI = Crib Room
FI = Fireside Room/Library
PS = Pastor’s Study
SS = Sunday School
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CR = Conference Room
MC = Main Church
RH = Redeemer Hall
YR = Youth Room

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAITH TO GO BOXES are ready for distribution. This new devotion
will be introduced first with our Sunday School families but are
available to anyone who would like one for themselves or their
families. Please see Pastor Brenda for more information or to request
your own Faith to Go Boxes.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP: Please note: there will be no
Wednesday Worship on December 26.
CHRISTMAS CARD: It is time for our annual Holy Trinity
Congregational Christmas Card. In lieu of sending holiday cards to
those friends you see here at church, please consider making a
donation to our annual giving card. If able, please place your donation
in the collection box located on the wall near the elevator entrance to
the main church and sign your name to the card. Merry Christmas!
SUE’S SUPPER: There will be no Community Meal/Sue’s Supper in
December. We will continue in January.
BIBLE STUDY: The new women's Bible study will not be meeting on
January 1 but will meet on January 8 at 5:30 pm. Please see Pastor
Brenda with any questions.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Each Sunday, the beautiful vases of flowers
gracing the chancel are often dedicated by members of our
congregation in memory of or honor of loved ones. The following
dates are available through the end of February 2019: December 30;
January 13; February 3 and 10. Please contact Linda Schmidt with
your request for these or any other specific date during the year. She
can be reached at msmarylschmidt@gmail.com or 716-835-3325.
Vases are currently $40.00 each.
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2018 HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

CHRISTMAS EVE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
5:30 p.m. Family Service
9:45 p.m. Preservice music with Choir and Brass
10:30 p.m. Festival candlelight service of Holy Communion

CHRISTMAS DAY
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25
10:30 a.m. Christmas service (Chapel)
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At 8:30 a.m. the worship assistant is Adam Hakansson. Altar guilds
are Heidemarie Kunz and Gail Camilleri. Lay reader is Heidemarie
Kunz. Communion assistant is Peter Bergenstock. Ushers are Dave
and Pat Ulrich.
At 10:30 a.m. announcer is Guy Huber. Lay reader is Guy Huber.
Altar guilds are Sue Biesinger and Martha Kryszczuk. Ushers are Paul
Biesinger (captain), Doug Alderdice, Paul and Karen Bauchle, Dan
Griebel, Tony Glieco, Karen Kolb, Paul Nikischer and John Schleifer.
Greeters are Elizabeth Vihnanek and Karen Kolb. Communion
Assistants are Alex Rojek and Ethan MacDonald. Worship Assistants
are Gabriel Behrens, Christian Johnson, Alex Rojek, Ethan
MacDonald, Justin Rojek, Nathaniel Wareham, Natalia Bavaro and
Sofia Atlas. Collection counters are Paul Biesinger, Tony Glieco and
Martha Kutas.
The flowers on the altar are given In Loving Memory of The Rev. Dr.
Lee M. Miller on the occasion of what would be Dr. Miller’s 80th
Birthday, given by Pastor Lee, Heather and Griffin Miller.
Council Member, Karen Maricle will be at the Entrance Way to address
any questions or concerns you may have this morning.
As part of the Cherish All Children ministries, today’s prayers of
intercession include Alex Rojek and Justin Rojek.
The gospel reading for Sunday, December 30 is Luke 2:41-52.
Stewardship Thought of the Day
Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces,
I would still plant my apple tree.
Martin Luther
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