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Homeschooling is hard work for anyone. It takes a lot of physical and emotional 

energy to guide and educate your children. It takes patience and wisdom you 

don’t have, but are learning as you go. 

Homeschooling kids of different ages and abilities just adds to what you are 

juggling. I can’t make all your troubles go away. But I can relieve you of some toxic 

myths that are putting an unnecessary strain on your resources. 

 

 

Let’s just start with this one because it is by far the question I get asked more 

often than others: How do I homeschool with a toddler? 

Believe me, I get it. It’s exhausting. How do you sit down and do math with the 

older kids? What kind of creative “decorating” is happening while you read aloud? 

And what on earth are you going to do 

when he doesn’t nap any more?!? 

There’s enough stress just from loving 

and raising the actual little chubby 

monster who lives in your home. But we 

often add to that burden by imagining 

that somehow other moms are sailing 

smoothly through this phase of 

motherhood. 

They aren’t. 

Of course, I could give you lots of tips and strategies. But do you know what those 

strategies do? They keep your head above water. They give you a running head-

start - that’s it. There isn’t a plan that will fix your toddler, because he isn’t 

broken. He’s a toddler. 

I’m convinced that the reason moms spend so much time looking for solutions to 

homeschooling with toddlers is because they are certain they can’t be doing it 

Myth #1: Other people are rocking 

homeschooling with babies and toddlers. 

 

THERE ISN’T A PLAN THAT 

WILL FIX YOUR TODDLER, 

BECAUSE HE ISN’T BROKEN. 

HE IS A TODDLER. 

https://www.hswotrainingwheels.com/


© 2017 Homeschooling 
without Training Wheels 3 hswotrainingwheels.com 

right. Since it isn’t all sipping tea and cozy quiet reading, they assume they’re 

missing something. 

Mama, the only thing you’re missing is that you aren’t alone. This is life with a 

toddler. It isn’t easy. But it also isn’t forever. 

 

 

Yes, there are seasons and situations where, due to crisis or health problems, we 

really don’t have the resources. But do you know what is far more often the 

problem? The upside-down way we plan our homeschool: 

Step One: Decide what a “good homeschool mom” should do. This usually 

involves browsing lots of idyllic homeschool curriculum catalogs and 

websites, perusing Pinterest, and reading homeschool blogs. It may also 

involve needing to prove to the in-laws that homeschooling really is an 

awesome choice. (Really! See??) 

Step Two: Find a way {somehow} to accomplish all of the things you listed 

in step one. This usually involves mom committing to way more than she is 

able, forgetting to plan for her own rest and refreshment, resenting family 

members she wishes would take some of the load, and searching frantically 

for co-ops, classes, or anything else that can do a part of the impossible list 

of “shoulds”. 

I don’t have anything against co-

ops. And if dad wants to be the 

homeschool math teacher, go for 

it! But the ultimate solution is to 

reverse the way you plan your 

homeschool: 

Step One: Take stock of your time and energy reserves. It’s popular to say 

that we all have twenty-four hours a day. True. But we all have different 

Myth #2: I don’t have the resources I need to 

homeschool. 

 

ALLOW THE REALITY OF YOUR 

PERSONAL LIMITATIONS TO GUIDE 

YOUR HOMESCHOOL CHOICES. 
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amounts of energy, different capacities for noise and mess, different sleep 

needs, different numbers and ages of children. Acknowledge that you, like 

everyone else, have personal limitations! 

Step Two: Decide how to spend those resources. Think about your 

monthly food budget. Do you start by deciding how many times your family 

should eat out each month and then figure out how to afford it? Or does 

your budget set some natural limits on dining out? Well, why should your 

homeschool “budgeting” be any different? You can’t spend what you don’t 

have. 

You don’t lack the resources you need. You just have a very vivid homeschool 

imagination! Allow the reality of your personal limitations to guide your 

homeschool choices and help you to modify them when necessary. 

 

Homeschooling is on the rise, but we are still the minority by far. And even 

amongst homeschooling parents, the majority of us were educated in a traditional 

school. 

I’m not interested in bashing public or private education. But it takes 

intentionality to homeschool. And a big part of that is recognizing the reasons 

why traditional schools do what they do so we can notice when those reasons 

don’t apply to us. 

Before I had children, I was a 

public school teacher. After nearly 

every lesson, my students had to 

complete a worksheet of some 

type. Why did I do this?  

 

Myth #3: It’s important for kids to complete a 

written assignment after each lesson. 

 

IT TAKES INTENTIONALITY TO 

HOMESCHOOL. AND A BIG 

PART OF THAT IS RECOGNIZING 

WHEN TRADITIONAL-SCHOOL 

REASONS DON’T APPLY TO US. 
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a. I needed to find out to what extent each student understood the 

material. I couldn’t talk with all twenty-five students individually. They 

had to demonstrate it in writing so I could read over it later. 

 

b. I needed something to send home to the parents so that I could inform 

them of their student’s progress. After all, I couldn’t chat with each 

parent individually. 

 

c. I needed something I could grade and average. Number and letter 

grades were another way of communicating with parents and also with 

the school and future teachers about the student’s comprehension of 

the material. 

 

d. I needed to give students an opportunity to internalize what they had 

learned and to practice handwriting, grammar, spelling, mechanics and 

other skills. 

 

Look at the list above. Out of those items, how many apply to home-schoolers? 

Not many, and here’s why: 

 

a. I can talk to each of my 

students about what 

they’ve learned, especially 

in those subjects that we all 

read and study together as 

a family. 

 

b. I am the parent. And my husband is a pretty good listener. 

 

c. I don’t have to provide grades for every lesson or subject. Some 

homeschoolers may prefer to grade and some written products may be 

useful for homeschool portfolios, depending on the requirements of 

your state/province regulations. 

 

ASK YOURSELF IF ALL THOSE 

ASSIGNMENTS ARE REALLY 

NECESSARY. 
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d. I do see writing as a valuable way to internalize ideas and practice skills. 

But it isn’t a reason to complete a written assignment for every lesson. 

If you are spending huge amounts of time chasing after students to finish 

assignments, grading assignments they’ve completed, and overseeing 

corrections to those written assignments, read over the list above and ask 

yourself if all of those assignments are really necessary. 

 

Let’s consider the reasons behind this approach and whether they apply in the 

homeschool setting. 

Traditional schools assign grade levels to particular topics and skills, and here's 

why: 

a. To organize logical progression of concepts. Some skills build on other 

skills. It is generally helpful for basic concepts to be introduced before 

more complex concepts. Assigning topics to different grade levels 

ensures the earlier-grade teachers introduce those basic concepts. 

 

b. To track student progress. Schools need a way to track whether a 

student has mastered the background necessary for the more complex 

topics. In other words, the third grade teacher needs to know if the 

second grade stuff has been mastered, and that means there needs to 

be agreement on what the “second grade stuff” is. 

 

c. To facilitate division of labor. Since a different teacher teaches a 

student in each grade level, schools need to ensure agreement about 

what will be covered in each grade, even when there isn’t a logical 

progression of complexity. For instance, you can’t have first, second, and 

third grade teachers all teaching about dinosaurs while no one covers 

the life cycles of butterflies and frogs. 

 

Myth #4: There are certain things that need to 

be learned at each grade level. 
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Now let’s think about how this looks in a homeschool … 

 

a. Yes, there is such a thing as 

logical progression in 

complexity. But what is 

required to master a 

concept and be ready for 

the next one isn’t being a 

certain age or in a certain 

grade. Rather, it’s 

developmental readiness – 

a child’s mental maturity. In a homeschool setting, you are uniquely 

poised to teach at the best pace for each learner. 

 

b. Since you are the teacher every year, there’s no need to divide material 

in to “grade levels” in order to track what your student has mastered 

and what they need to learn next. 

 

c. Although there are situations in which a logical progression makes sense 

and matters (i.e. learning phonics in order to read, learning to count in 

order to add) you’d be surprised how often topics can be covered in any 

order, even in math! 

The truth is, you don’t need separate text books for every grade level for every 

subject. Everyone can learn together about the Civil War (even if they haven’t 

studied the Colonial period) and human anatomy (even if they haven’t mastered 

the periodic table). 

 

This is perhaps the most damaging myth of all. When families face doubt or even 

criticism about their decision to homeschool, they often reassure themselves that 

someday they will be validated by the positive outcomes. 

Myth #5: The proof is in the pudding. 

 

THE TRUTH IS THAT YOU 

DON’T NEED SEPARATE TEXT 

BOOKS FOR EVERY GRADE 

LEVEL FOR EVERY SUBJECT. 
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It’s true; homeschooling is a wonderful approach to learning and often does yield 

impressively well-educated children. But here’s how hanging your hat on the 

“proof in the pudding” can be devastating:  

a. Everyone has a different 

view of success. Perhaps 

your goal is to raise a 

happy, well-adjusted 

productive member of 

society, but grandma thinks 

success means being a 

doctor like grandpa. No 

matter how well you 

homeschool by your own 

standards, you won’t prove anything to her. 

 

b. People tend to believe what they want to believe. If your neighbor is 

convinced that your kid is missing out because he’s homeschooled, all the 

amazing opportunities he has won’t change her mind. She’ll be convinced 

that he could have had other or better opportunities if he were in school. 

 

c. If outstanding achievements will prove you made the right choice, will 

struggles prove that you made the wrong choice? Homeschool families 

have special needs learners just like other families. Homeschooling can 

provide just the flexibility and individual support a struggling learner needs. 

 

d. Worst of all, depending on proving yourself to doubters creates a 

completely inside-out focus in your homeschool. Your obligation is to your 

children, to educate them as whole persons. Working for “proof” skews 

your focus in the direction of outwardly evident achievement rather than 

cultivating a love for learning.  

Instead of trying to prove the validity of your choices to others, focus on loving 

your children well, modeling life-long learning, and acting in the best interest of 

your family and your unique children. Ask yourself why you chose to homeschool 

in the first place and let that be the purpose of each day and decision! 

ASK YOURSELF WHY YOU 

CHOSE TO HOMESCHOOL IN 

THE FIRST PLACE, AND LET THAT 

BE THE PURPOSE OF EACH DAY 

AND EACH DECISION. 
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You can homeschool children of multiple ages all together (even with a baby and 

a toddler)! Here’s a summary of what you can do now to end the unnecessary 

drain on your precious resources: 

 

1. Life with a toddler is challenging. Don’t expect to find a fix-it-all solution. 

Instead, remember that things change quickly in the land of the toddler. Do 

what is workable for today. 

 

2. Limitations are not a sign of weakness but a part of being human. Be 

realistic about your resources and make homeschool plans accordingly. 

Your body and your family will thank you. 

 

3. Consider your goals for each lesson. Only include a written assignment if it 

contributes to those goals. Remember, discussion is a rich and valuable way 

to assess what students know and help them to internalize learning. 

 

4. Instead of focusing on grade levels and comparing your child to other kids 

his age, focus on what he has learned and what he needs to learn next, 

moving at his pace. Also, remember that multiple children can learn 

together when “grade level” isn’t a major factor. 

 

5. Homeschooling is a tough job and many different factors led you here. 

Those factors are the reasons that should continue to guide your individual 

decisions. Don’t allow other people to hold hostage your homeschool 

confidence! 

 

There, now don’t you feel better already? Go give your kiddos some hugs and 

high fives. You guys are going to be just fine! 

  

Truth: 
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If you found this booklet helpful, I’d love for you to tell others about it. Please 

share this page with friends. Or just copy and paste the link below into email, 

Facebook, Twitter or other social media spots: 

http://bit.ly/2fLcLgj 

Thanks for spreading the word! 

 

 

If I had to pick my top three resources for “Family Schooling” (teaching multiple 

ages together) they would be: 

 

Math: Math on the Level. This one-time purchase covers all of math 

through algebra readiness. And it’s perfectly designed for real-life math 

learning. 

 

Language: Brave Writer. Take some time to read The Writer’s Jungle for a 

bird’s-eye-view of teaching writing. Or, use the Arrow Guides to teach 

language through your family read-alouds. 

 

Everything else: Layers of Learning. Written by two homeschool moms of 

many, it covers History, Geography, Science and The Arts (art, music, 

poetry). Book lists and exploration suggestions reach everyone K-12! 

 

You can also check out a complete list of Our Favorite Multi-Age Homeschool 

Resources. 

  

Sharing: 

 

Resources: 

 

https://www.hswotrainingwheels.com/
http://bit.ly/2fLcLgj
https://www.mathonthelevel.com/
http://bit.ly/2b9XiTz
http://bit.ly/2hP3Sq9
http://bit.ly/2qouscG
https://layers-of-learning.com/
https://www.hswotrainingwheels.com/multi-age-homeschool-resources/
https://www.hswotrainingwheels.com/multi-age-homeschool-resources/
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Lynna Sutherland is a former public school teacher and 

now the mother of eight great always-homeschooled 

kiddos. She blogs at Homeschooling without Training 

Wheels where she loves to share ideas and resources for 

multi-age homeschooling (even with babies and toddlers) 

and encouragement for moms just like her who are taking 

life one cup of coffee at a time! 

Lynna is a member of the iHomeschool Network and a regular contributor at 

PamBarnhill.com and the Home Educators Association of Virginia blog. 

You can also find Homeschooling without Training Wheels on … 

Facebook  |  Instagram  |  Pinterest  |  Twitter 
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http://heav.org/blog/author/lsutherland/
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