
 

5 Tips to Creating a Great 
Sutori Story 
1. Understand the Format 
At times, Sutori feels like a chronological timeline, at others a mix of a presentation tool and a 

PDF. There is a versatility to the tool that opens up the creative options from first-person 

narratives to lab notebooks, from unit reviews to digital portfolios. 

There are many ways to get to grips with the Sutori 

format, depending on what type of learner you are: 

- Active Learner: you learn by doing. You like to get 

your hands dirty and figure things out for yourself. 

Trial and error is the best way to learn! 

- Social Learner: you like to browse the resources 

page, see what others do and talk with them to gather 

ideas and best practices. 

- Analytical Learner: Before starting something, you 

like to know all the facts and options. You carefully 

watch tutorials, making sure you don't miss any 

features. 

 

Most people are a combination of all three. Whichever way you like to approach content 

however, here are some tips and tricks that will help you achieve great things, presentations that 

are both informative and pleasant on the eye.   

 

https://www.sutori.com/stories/sutori
https://www.sutori.com/stories/sutori


 

2. Know the Options 
There are a total of 10 items you can create on a Sutori presentation. All have their use 

depending on the context and topic: 

 

 

Text 
Does what is says on the tin. There are a variety of editing options from bold and italics to bullet 

points and ordered lists. You can also easily add a hyperlink to another website. 

Tip: keep your links clean. Select text and then click on the link icon before adding the URL. 

This "hides" the long link and makes it more visually appealing. 

 

 

 



 

Image 

Now more than ever we live in a visual society. Images can increase 

engagement and impact, they make presentations look professional 

while providing a means to go deeper into any topic. They add context 

and increase chances of remembering facts. A whopping 90% of 

stories on Sutori include images. 

 

Tip: if uploading an image from the web, make sure you upload the correct image URL. 

Here’s our FAQ with more details. 

 

Video 
Videos are the new encyclopedias. According to YouTube, a colossal 1 billion hours of videos 

are viewed every single day. Video is increasingly becoming our main way of consuming 

information on the web. Thankfully, among the Taylor Swift and cat videos are great 

documentaries, explainer videos and resources to share and embed into Sutori presentations. 

You can embed not only YouTube, but also Vimeo, WeVideo and any video that is on your device 

(.mp4 format). 

 

Tip: you can add a start and stop time to any YouTube video. Add "&start=XXX&end=XXX" 

at the end of the URL (`XXX` is the number of seconds). For example, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47tc30NMPEM&start=34&end=125 is a video that 

starts at 34 seconds and ends at 2m5s. 

 

 

 

https://help.sutori.com/en/article/how-do-i-upload-an-image-1jhhp6w/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47tc30NMPEM&start=34&end=125
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47tc30NMPEM&start=34&end=125


 

Embed Items 
We use Google Docs to write up reports, Maps to add location, create infographics on Piktochart 

or Canvas, create interactive quizzes with Quizlet, browse Twitter, Facebook and other websites 

for up-to-date news, etc. Each website and web tool has its use and can be used in a 

presentation. 

Sutori makes it easy to gather them all in one place. It beats the "multiple tab syndrome" 

meaning you have everything accessible and shareable on Sutori itself. It keeps readers on topic 

and removes distractions. 

 

All you need to do is copy-paste the link into an embed item. Aside from uploading all kinds of 

media (images, audio files, videos), you can embed website pages and resources directly into 

Sutori. Here is a complete list of those that can be fully embedded. Keep in mind that 

copy-pasting a link to any webpage will display a short blurb and, if available, an image. 

 

Tip: to fully embed Google Docs, Sheets and Slides, you have to first publish the resource to 

the web (see how here). For Google Forms and Maps however, no need to do any extra 

step, simply copy-paste the URL link into the Embed item on Sutori. 

 

https://help.sutori.com/en/article/what-can-i-embed-into-sutori-1ub6v9o/
https://help.sutori.com/en/article/what-can-i-embed-into-sutori-1ub6v9o/
https://help.sutori.com/en/article/how-do-i-embed-a-google-doc-form-sheet-slide-or-google-map-can-i-embed-a-file-from-google-drive-1rm5qu9/?1543848203262
https://help.sutori.com/en/article/how-do-i-embed-a-google-doc-form-sheet-slide-or-google-map-can-i-embed-a-file-from-google-drive-1rm5qu9/?1543848203262


 

 

Headings 
These are great to structure your presentation. Adding them increases clarity, readability and 

makes it easy to pick out the main themes. 

Did You Know? Each time you add a heading, it is added to the index to the left which allows 

the reader to navigate directly to specific sections. 

 

Did You Know? 
'Did You Know?' items are an opportunity to provide less-essential but related fun or informative 

facts. This enables you to stay on topic while showing another, lighter side to the topic at hand. 

 

Forum 
Open questions where there is no right or wrong answer. The purpose is to get readers to 

discuss the topic, to make them pause, think and share an opinion. 

 

Audio 
Songs, podcasts, historical recordings… Audio tracks, authentic primary and secondary sources, 

are complementary to the content and can provide added context. 

You can even record an audio track of yourself presenting your story. 

Tip: You can upload MP3 files either from your computer or directly from the web. If you 

have another type of audio file, you can use this free online conversion tool. 

 

 

https://cloudconvert.com/anything-to-mp3


 

Quiz Questions 
Quizzes enable you to approach content through a different, creative and interactive angle. 

Being able to write up a question increases knowledge and assimilation, but they are also just 

fun to make and answer! 

Multiple choice questions work as you would expect them to (you can also do true or false 

questions), while matching quizzes are good for definitions, concepts and putting events in 

order. 

Tip: Adding an explanation that will appear when the reader answers correctly is a great 

opportunity to provide more context to the answer. 

 

Conclusion 
Great to “put a lid” on the presentation and a useful place to include the various sources you 

have used.   

 



 

 

3. Know Your Topic: Search and Gather 
Information from the Web 
The ability to search the web in an efficient manner is a core 21st century skill. It's so important 

we even created a resource on how to search in an effective manner. Feel free to browse 

through it when you have 5 minutes. 

Read as much info as necessary about the 

subject through a search engine (there’s more to 

life than Google!). It’s sometimes good to start 

with an encyclopedia entry to gather general 

ideas and get context. Wikipedia’s good although 

you have to, like all sources, keep a critical eye 

open and check the sources, in particular as it is 

mostly written by non-professionals and 

peer-reviewed by the community. Something like 

the New World Encyclopedia is however better as 

it selects the good Wikipedia articles and then 

gets scholars to review and edit them. There are 

plenty of other trusted websites: Encyclopedia Britannica is good for all content areas, while 

Ancient.eu is great for ancient history. 

Take note of every website you think will help you write your content. Seek primary and 

secondary sources (see this resource for more info). Articles, interviews, blogs, videos, diaries, 

audio recordings and even social media posts can provide useful information depending on the 

context. Once you are comfortable with the subject, without having to go into minute details, you 

can start working on your presentation. 

Tip: Wikipedia grades its own entries. Click on "talk" at the top of a Wikipedia article and you 

will see the grade and how reliable it is. The lower the grade, the less reliable. 

 

https://www.sutori.com/story/digital-citizenship-searching-the-web--11n6gcKn6ekf1TbGdtjrFwGe
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Info:Main_Page
https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.britannica.com/
http://ancient.eu/
http://ancient.eu/
https://www.sutori.com/story/digital-citizenship-crediting-your-sources--znvDHXhRqh4weMb8nL4kmzMJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Content_assessment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Content_assessment


 

4. It's Not Just What You Create, It's How You 
Present It 
Sutori provides the perfect canvas for modern content creation, a modern form of writing that is 

not exclusively text-centered. 

It's important to understand that what you create is as important as how you present it. Here are 

some tips: 

● Space it out: Reading long continuous paragraphs of text can be tiring and difficult for 

our eyes. Space out the text, use bullet points, write shorter paragraphs and sentences if 

need be. 

● Expand to good effect: You can make an item cover the entire width of the presentation. 

This is great when you want to make items, such as a striking image or interesting video, 

stand out. Generally speaking, it is good to have a mix of expanded and left/right aligned 

items. 

● Don't be shy to use other sources: Use inverted commas to quote them and add your 

personal take or comments below. You can also rework content taken from elsewhere 

and adapt it with your own words. Never copy-paste from another website and pass it off 

as your own work. 

● High quality visuals: No one wants to have to squint to see an image, so avoid low 

resolution and blurry photos. 

● Mix it up: Images, videos, audio tracks and embedded resources can all provide depth 

and context. 'Forums' can grab the attention of your reader, make them pause and think, 

while 'Did You Knows?' can be a light and fun "break". Quizzes meanwhile add 

interactivity and a playfulness to your content. 

● Curate don't collect: Avoid the dumping of resources by selecting the most valuable 

resources to add to your presentation. Too many resources embedded into Sutori can 

dilute the poignancy of a message.   

 



 

5. Credit Your Sources 
If you have not checked it out already, look at our resource on crediting your sources but follow 

first and foremost the requirements are for an assignment. 

Add the sources for images you upload (a minimum is to copy-paste the link) and use the 

conclusion to add the sources and bibliography. 

 

https://www.sutori.com/story/digital-citizenship-crediting-your-sources--znvDHXhRqh4weMb8nL4kmzMJ

