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Career and Technical Education 

 

Accounting A/B 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics identifies accounting as one of the best careers 

for job growth in the next decade. This course empowers high school students 

with the essential skills they need to understand accounting basics. Lessons 

include Account Types (assets, liabilities, expenses, etc.), Fundamentals of 

Bookkeeping, Financial Statements, and Careers in Accounting. Engaging and 

relevant, this course particularly helps both those students with an accounting 

career orientation, and those in need of an overview of essential accounting 

principles. 

 

Applied Medical Terminology A/B 

Built on the same sound pedagogy and proven course design methodologies as 

all of our courses, Medical Terminology helps students understand the 

structure and meaning of medical terms and identify medical terminology 

associated with various body systems. As the health care industry becomes 

more and more complex, developing expertise in accurately and efficiently 

identifying medical terms and their specific application is essential to a 

growing variety of health care careers. This course begins to prepare your 

students for those careers.  

 

Art History & Appreciation 

This course explores the main concepts of art, expression, and creativity as it 

helps students answer questions such as what is art; what is creativity; and 

how and why people respond to art. It covers essential design principles such 

as emphasis, balance, and unity. Units include: Art, History, and Culture; 

Western and World Art Appreciation; and Art and the Modern World. 
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Child Development and Parenting A/B 

As adulthood and its accompanying responsibilities become closer for many of 

your students, this one-semester course with 12 lessons introduces them to the 

basics of parenting. Students will learn the nuances of parenting including 

learning about prenatal and postnatal care and gain insights on the nurture of 

children. Students will also learn about the importance of positive parenting 

skills, parent-child communication, and ways to use community resources for 

effective parenting. Activities will help your students connect leading research 

to real-life experience.  

 

Computer Programming A/B 

Part of the Plato Courseware Career and Technical Education (CTE) Library, 

Computer Programming combines engaging online and offline activities in a 

rigorous one semester course for your high school students who may be 

aspiring to technical careers.  Building on lessons covering the software 

development lifecycle and software development methodologies, the course 

uses online discussions, activities, and lessons to lead your students through 

additional key topics such as quality control, system implementation and 

maintenance and the increasingly important issue of system security.  

 

Drafting & Design A/B 

From the history of drafting and design to a look at the latest in the industry's 

latest computer-aided tools, this course gives your students a comprehensive 

look at a dynamic and in-demand career. With 14 effective lessons and five 

engaging activities that lead to mastery of the course content, the course 

review and end of course assessment help ensure that mastery. The course 

features skill-embedded content that connects student learning to real-life 

experiences.  
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Game Development 

Are any of your students gamers? That's what we thought. In this course, 

they'll learn the ins and outs of game development to prepare them for a 

career in the field. Whether it is the history of video games, character 

development, mobile game design, user interface design, social gaming, or the 

principles of development design and methodologies, this 20-lesson course 

covers it all. As you might guess, games are included in the course to enhance 

the learning experience and help assess student progress. While fun and 

highly engaging, the course focuses on laying a strong foundation for a career 

in game development. 

 

Graphic Design and Illustration A/B 

This course will help students develop an understanding of the industry with a 

focus on topics such as history of graphic design, types of digital images, 

graphic design tools, storing and manipulating images, design elements and 

principles, copyright laws, and printing images. The course is based on Career 

Technical Education (CTE) standards designed to help students develop 

technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the graphic design 

industry. 

 

Health 

This course is based on a rigorously researched scope and sequence that covers 

the essential concepts of health. Students are provided with a variety of health 

concepts and demonstrate their understanding of those concepts through 

problem solving. The five units explore a wide variety of topics that include 

nutrition and fitness, disease and injury, development and sexuality, 

substance abuse, and mental and community health. 

 

Introduction to Fashion Design 

From Components of Fashion to Haute Couture to Production, this course is 

focused on the practical aspects of career preparation in the fashion design 

industry. The 17 lessons in the course provide students with both breadth and 

depth, as they explore the full gamut of relevant topics in fashion design. 

Online discussions and course activities require students to develop and apply 

critical thinking skills while the included games appeal to a variety of learning 

styles and keep students engaged. Fascinating and practical, Introduction to 

Fashion design will appeal to, and enrich, many of your students. 
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Introduction to Finance 

This course is designed to enable students at high school level to develop 

financial skills that they can use during in their careers in business 

organizations. Financial literacy is an increasingly essential capability as 

students prepare for the workforce, and this 18-lesson course provides the 

information they need to determine if a career in finance is right for them. The 

course uses games and online discussions to effectively facilitate learning, 

while introducing your learners to a variety of topics, including investment 

strategies, money management, asset valuation, and personal finance. The 

course is based on Career Technical Education (CTE) standards designed to 

help students develop technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the 

finance industry. 

 

Introduction to Social Media 

This cutting-edge course develops social media skills and knowledge that will 

have a practical and positive impact in helping your high school students 

succeed in today's economy. Of course they already engage in social media, but 

this course enhances their skills and knowledge in order to apply them in a 

practical way in their careers. Online discussions are a critical aspect of 

creating a collaborative learning environment, while games and other 

interactions ensure engagement and promote a strong career orientation. 

 

Marketing, Advertising, and Sales 

Issues in marketing, advertising, and sales promotion are evolving rapidly in 

an increasingly digital environment. This course effectively helps your 

students prepare for a career in that environment through a comprehensive 

look at essential marketing principles, interactive tools and channels, and the 

growing impact of data in marketing and advertising. Simple to manage and 

easy to customize, the course provides an overview of all of the fundamental 

topics necessary to effectively put your students on a career path that 

unleashes their creativity and develops and leverages their critical thinking 

skills.  
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Music Appreciation 

In a time of an increasing emphasis on STEM courses and skills, it remains 

essential to provide your students with opportunities to explore the arts from 

both an informational and career-oriented perspective. In Music Appreciation, 

students will explore the history and evolution of music, learn the elements of 

music and musical notations, and the contributions of popular music artists 

and composers. A variety of lessons, activities, and discussions will help to 

develop an awareness and appreciation of music that will develop not only 

critical thinking skills, but life enriching skills as well.  

 

Personal Finance 

Financial literacy is an increasingly essential capability as students prepare 

for the workforce, and this 18-lesson course provides the information they 

need to determine if a career in finance is right for them. The course uses 

games and online discussions to effectively facilitate learning, while 

introducing your learners to a variety of topics, including investment 

strategies, money management, asset valuation, and personal finance. 

 

Physical Education 

This course’s three units include Getting Active, Improving Performance, and 

Lifestyle. Unit activities elevate students’ self-awareness of their health and 

well-being while examining topics such as diet and mental health and 

exploring websites and other resources. In addition to being effective as a 

stand-alone course, the components can be easily integrated into other health 

and wellness courses. 

 

Principles of Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources A/B 

Throughout this course, your students will learn about various career options 

in the agriculture, food, and natural resources industries. They will learn 

about technology, safety, and regulatory issues in agricultural science. They 

will also learn about some topics related to agriculture, such as international 

agriculture and world trade, sustainability, environmental management, 

research, development, and future trends in the industry. The course helps 

students navigate the rising demand for sustainable food sources while also 

meeting the challenge of producing higher yields to feed a growing world.  
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Principles of Architecture & Construction A/B 

This interactive course empowers students with the knowledge to appreciate 

and evaluate career opportunities in architecture and construction. With an 

emphasis on developing critical thinking skills, this course includes a variety 

of activities as students learn about structures and loads, materials and costs, 

urban design, and other aspects of these fascinating career opportunities. This 

easy-to-manage course will help build a solid foundation for their career 

options.  

 

Principles of Arts, Audio/Video Technology, & Communications A/B 

This course appeals to your students' familiarity with a variety of sensory 

inputs and stimulus. With an emphasis on visual arts, the 14 lessons 

introduce learners to careers in design, photography, performing arts, fashion, 

and journalism, among others. This engaging course covers inherently 

engaging topics that will stimulate your students as they consider careers in 

which the arts, technology, and communications intersect. 

 

Principles of Business Marketing & Finance A/B 

This course has a broad application for almost every career path that your 

students might choose. This course supplies both essential career skills and 

life skills. Designed for early high school students, the course offers you the 

flexibility to customize it to the unique needs of your program and your 

students. Interactive games and other engaging online and offline activities 

make practical real-life application of essential business principles 

understandable useful in the daily lives of your students and in the careers 

that they choose.  

 

Principles of Engineering & Technology A/B 

This easy-to-manage course provides students with essential STEM knowledge 

and an effective overview of STEM careers. The course's 15 lessons are 

interspersed with activities and online discussions that engage learners and 

promote understanding and achievement. Topics covered include 

biotechnology, mechanics, and fluid and thermal systems. The concluding 

lesson provides a valuable overview of the overall engineering design process. 

  



Plato CTE Course Descriptions - Silver 

7  7/15/2016 

 

Principles of Health Science A/B 

With an engaging and interactive instructional approach, this rigorous course 

provides your students with a comprehensive overview of health science topics 

and careers. Health science professionals are in increasing demand and of 

increasing interest, and this semester-long course is an effective way to 

introduce students to the wide array of health science careers. Beginning with 

medical terminology, the course includes an overview of physiology and human 

homeostasis and more. 

 

Principles of Hospitality & Tourism A/B 

The hospitality and tourism industry offers a dynamic career path that will 

pique the interest of many of your students. This course emphasizes learning 

the practical aspects of the industry and the development of critical-thinking 

skills that lead to real-world solutions. This 14-lesson course will introduce 

your students to an exciting industry and will help them evaluate and prepare 

for a career in this growing and exciting industry. 

  

Principles of Information Technology A/B 

Building on the fundamentals learned in Information Technology 1A, this 

course takes the next steps in preparing learners for a career in information 

technology. Covering software, hardware, and implementation topics, the 

course also addresses the security and ethical issues that your students will 

face in an IT career. Combining lessons, online and offline activities, and 

interactive discussions, the course will provide a practical yet cutting edge 

look at the issues faced by leading IT professionals today and in the future.  

 

Principles of Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security A/B 

For many reasons, high school students are drawn to learning about the 

careers addressed in this course. This course includes 15 lessons that help 

students learn about careers that make a powerful impact in all of our lives. 

From criminal law to every phase of the trial process, the course moves on to 

include lessons on the correctional system and the implications of legal ethics 

and the constitution. 
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Principles of Manufacturing A/B 

Principles of Manufacturing is a course comprising of 15 lessons to help your 

students understand various manufacturing processes, concepts, and systems, 

and to introduce them to the various career paths available to them in 

manufacturing. This course emphasizes STEM principles while also covering 

practical aspects of manufacturing such as marketing and regulatory issues, 

as well as issues related to launching and managing a manufacturing 

business.  

 

Principles of Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics A/B 

In an increasingly interconnected world, this course will introduce your 

students to an industry that delivers what people want, when and how they 

want it. The TDL industry is essential to creating global economic growth 

through increasingly more efficient delivery of goods and services. This course 

will help to develop both the quantitative and qualitative skills and knowledge 

required for students to prepare themselves for a successful TDL career. The 

course addresses the relevant logistical and geopolitical issues that impact 

global trade. 

 

Professional Photography A/B 

Few recent technical innovations have changed an industry as fundamentally 

as digital photography has changed everything about the way we capture our 

lives in the way we take, edit, store, and share pictures. Digital Photography 

provides you with the flexibility to not only use it as an independent individual 

course or as a group or class course, but to also easily customize the course to 

the unique needs of your situation. The course combines 15 lessons with online 

discussions that promote the development of critical thinking skills as your 

students explore digital photography as an enriching activity or a career.  
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Psychology A/B 

This flexible, customizable course gives your students an overview of the 

history of psychology while also giving them the resources to explore career 

opportunities in the field. Students will learn how psychologists develop and 

validate theories and will examine how hereditary, social, and cultural factors 

help form an individual’s behavior and attitudes. Students will also evaluate 

the effectiveness of different types of psychological counseling and therapy. 

Highly interactive content includes online discussions that help develop 

critical thinking skills.  

 

Sociology 

In this course, students will explore the evolution of sociology as a distinct 

discipline while learning about sociological concepts and processes. They will 

learn how the individual relates to and impacts society. Students will also 

learn about the influence of culture, social structure, socialization, and social 

change on themselves and others. The course combines a variety of content 

types, including lessons, activities, discussions, and games to engage learners 

as the discover sociology as a subject and as a career.  

 

Structure of Writing 

This semester-long course focuses on building good sentences. Students will 

learn how to put words, phrases, and clauses together and how to punctuate 

correctly. They will start using sentences in short compositions. As an extra 

bonus, students will add some new words to their vocabulary, and they will 

practice spelling difficult words. Near the end of the course, students are to 

submit a book report. Early in the course, encourage students to start looking 

for the books they want to read for the book report. They might also preview 

the introduction to that lesson so they know what will be expected. 

 

Web Technologies A/B 

Whether they know it or not, almost all of your students have an interest in 

web design. This course takes them inside the essentials of web design and 

helps them discover what makes a site truly engaging and interactive. Lessons 

such as Elements of Design, Effects of Color, and Typography help them 

understand the elements of effective and dynamic web design. The course 

covers the basics of HTML, CSS, and how to organize content, and helps to 

prepare them for a career in web design. 


