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CHAPTER 1 – HOW TO BE A 

ROMANCE NOVELIST 

 

A WRITER‟S TASK 

 Writing is more than just typing on a computer 

or writing with a pen and a piece paper. You must 

undergo numerous steps before you begin a new 

project. Here are just a few of the basics for 

preparing to become a professional romance 

writer: 

 

 Get your things in order – Make sure that 

you prepare the following: 

o Writing tools (laptop/notebook/PC, 

pen/paper) 

o Organizer 

o Internet access  
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o Book references 

o Printer 

o Copier 

o Comfortable chair 

o Recorder 

o Research material 

 

 Find the perfect place to write – 

Surroundings and equipment that suit your 

personality and lifestyle as a writer are key 

elements to successful writing. Finding a place 

that helps your ideas flow and where you are 

comfortable is important. 

 

 Avoid distractions – Concentration is very 

important for every writer. Staying focused is 

an essential element to creating the perfect 

romance novel. 
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BRAINSTORMING 

 One of the most important things for any 

fiction writer is to come up with new ideas and 

concepts. Here are a few things to do to help you 

come up with unique ideas and concepts before 

you start writing: 

 Get out and explore the world - You can get 

ideas everywhere. A simple conversation with 

someone can help trigger ideas. You cannot 

get ideas by being a recluse. See the world and 

see what others are doing. Listening and 

observing is the same as learning by doing. 

 Let your imagination roam free - 

Daydream, fantasize and play „what if‟ for 

every scenario you are seeing on a daily basis. 

 Open up the dictionary and choose 

random words - Put the words you have 

chosen together in a list. From the list of words 
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you find and like, you may be able to trigger 

thoughts and ideas that will help inspire you in 

writing your story. 

 Always have a notepad and pencil ready 

in case ideas start to flow - Sometimes 

dialogue or a scene will appear in your mind. 

You need to write it down so you can review it 

later. 

 Record your own voice when you recite 

your thoughts or ideas or when reading a 

dialogue you have previously written – By 

doing this, you can see how you put your 

thoughts together to create a concept. Also, 

you can avoid writing cheesy, unnatural or 

cliche descriptions and dialogue by listening to 

your own voice as you narrate.  

 Take a closer look at even the smallest of 

details - This is something that most people 

take for granted. As a writer you are probably 
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more sensitive and aware to everything around 

you than others. Simple things like the sound 

of chirping birds, the softness of rose petals 

and things of that nature are things of which 

you should take advantage. In doing this, you 

can bring out the best in your stories' 

descriptive contents.  

 Use audio visual materials to help inspire 

you - Watch movies, listen to music, read 

books and surf the web. You never know when 

you will find inspirational materials that will 

bring out the writer in you. 

 

THE KEYS TO CREATIVITY 

These are things you should consider as you 

begin to write: 

 Interest 

 Enthusiasm 
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 Willpower 

 Attentiveness 

 Sincerity 

 Compassion 

 Perseverance 

 Patience to listen 

 A watchful eye 

 

HOW TO CONSTRUCT IDEAS 

Prevailing story ideas are just waiting to be 

generated and written down. Here are a few things 

you can do to trigger your creativity: 

 

 Occupy yourself with „what if...‟ – You are 

traveling on the subway train on your way to 

work, but as you travel you consider what 

might have occurred if you had chosen to take 

the bus instead. As you ponder that idea you 
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will see that there will be many usable ideas 

that will swarm within your mind such as 

possibly seeing your old boyfriend if you would 

have taken the bus instead of choosing the 

train on that certain day. Choose several 

different scenarios that are more likely to occur 

and run with them. 

 

 Play „I wonder…‟ – While standing at the 

checkout line in a grocery store, you see a girl 

in front of you fumbling with her cell phone 

trying to answer a call. Shortly after the call 

the girl begins to cry quietly yet noticeably. At 

that point you would probably wonder why the 

girl cried after receiving the call on her cell 

phone. Who called her? Who made her cry? 

Was it her boyfriend? Was there a family 

emergency? Let your mind roam freely with 
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these scenarios and come up with possible 

answers to use in your own story.  

 Brainstorm with other people – Talk to your 

friends, relatives or co-workers about their 

most memorable experiences. Talk to any co-

authors as well to come up with fresh and new 

ideas. 

 

 Recall favorite stories in different 

varieties – You can make an epic or historical 

romance story into fantasy and alternate the 

universal setting. 

 

 Parallel your favorite story character – You 

can adapt the characteristics of a character 

from your favorite story or you can tell the 

same story in a different setting or a different 

character‟s point of view. Be sure not to make 

the character too similar to your favorite so it 
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does not appear as though you are stealing 

ideas from another author. 

 

 Concentrate – Concentrating may be as 

simple as lying in a hammock under a tree. 

Close your eyes and see what happens. Let 

your thoughts go in any direction they want to 

go. If you hear a bird, concentrate on that 

sound. If you see something in your mind, just 

see and feel what happens next.  

 

 

CHAPTER 2 – ROMANCE NOVEL 

101 

 

THE CHARACTERS 
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If you are a fiction writer, your first priority 

should be the development of your characters. 

Make your readers believe that your characters 

exist in real life and they are not just figments of 

your imagination written down on paper. 

The characters are vital to the story. You 

should be able to arouse your readers' interests 

and draw them into your plot through your 

characters' development. 

Here are the essential components of character 

development in a romance novel: 

 Make your characters real – The best way 

to help readers truly know your characters is 

by showing them your characters' personalities 

and behaviors rather than their appearance or 

physicality. A physical description is still a 

standard procedure in most stories. Physical 

descriptions like hair color, eye color and 

physique are important, but what makes your 
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characters stand out will be how they act and 

behave, how they talk, how they interact with 

others, what they think, their philosophies, 

their fears, their favorite things and their 

weaknesses. The way they react emotionally is 

what gives your characters lives and 

personalities all their own. 

 

 Characters are born, not made – Characters 

do not simply appear out of the blue. 

Characters are created from your past, your 

job, your phobias and fears or anything else to 

which you may relate. Be sure to free your 

mind as you create and develop characters so 

you can create memorable and real characters. 

 

 Explore the nature of your characters – 

When you observe people in their daily lives, 

always allow your mind to wander into those 
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people's gestures and try to imagine why they 

do the things they do. Make them part of a 

pattern in the formation your own characters. 

For example, if you see someone who intrigues 

you, try to give this person an identity. Who is 

he? Where does he come from? Does he have 

an accent when he talks? Imagine the person 

by playing the „I wonder‟ and „what if‟ games 

with yourself while studying other people. 

 

 Do not just tell, show the reader with your 

words – Telling can be uninteresting to 

readers and you will not give them a chance to 

really imagine what your characters' 

personalities are really like. Use narrative 

descriptions when you are revealing your 

characters. Use narration of what they think 

and feel and not long and boring informative 

speeches.  
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GETTING INTO THE STORYLINE 

Here are a few things you must remember as a 

writer when it comes to planning your story: 

 Your story should be based on facts - It is 

important to make your readers believe that 

your story really exists even though outwardly 

it is understood to be fiction. Support your 

storyline with facts and events or settings that 

support your novel. In the movie 'Titanic', for 

example, the two main characters were 

completely fictional though the events that 

took place around them were actually real. 

This made the story much more believable 

even though it was merely a romantic fiction 

story. You can usually find this type of writing 

in the historical romance genre of writing. 
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 Support your facts with examples and 

case studies - When you write a romance 

fiction novel, you must have supporting details 

to the fact you use inside your novel. For 

example, using amnesia cases in your novel 

should be supported with facts. There are 

many types of amnesia. You must specify the 

categories and some medical facts about 

amnesia. Establish explanations and details 

about the subject. It may be fiction, but you 

have to stick with the realism of it. When you 

do this, your readers will actually be able to 

connect to the characters' feelings much better 

and more appropriately. 

 

 Interview people who have knowledge 

and expertise about the facts you portray 

in the book 
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 Establish the tension between the 

characters in the story - A romance novel is 

not about lovemaking alone, but about the 

tension within the story itself. It is the ignition 

of sparks between the hero and heroine. Aside 

from facts, it is important that you as a writer 

exaggerate small things a little bit. Facts are 

just the supporting framework for the story, 

but the realism and the chemistry still has 

precedence. 

 

 Consider the technicalities - It is important 

to look for loopholes in your story. This helps 

to maintain continuity within the story itself. 

 

THE HERO AND HEROINE 

When it comes to naming your hero and 

heroine in the romance novels you are creating, 
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there should be chemistry especially when you 

pronounce their names out loud. 

Names always bear the personality of your 

novel's characters and a romance novel is a 

fantasy. When you fantasize, you want names that 

will fit the description of the hero and heroine you 

have in mind. 

 Here are the standard procedures of choosing 

names for both your hero and heroine: 

 Stay away from names that sound 

identical – Readers can get distracted or 

confused sometimes with the mix of names, 

especially when it is between a main character 

and supporting characters. Names like Crane 

and Cain and Will and Bill are useless and will 

detract from your story rather than add to it 

since they are so similar. Keep characters 

clearly identifiable by varying your character's 

names. 
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 Stay away from gender neutral names – 

Gender neutral names confuse readers most of 

the time. Names like Andy, Alex and Jessie, 

just to name a few, are sure ways to confuse 

your readers. You do not want your audience 

to read about the exploits of a hero named Ken 

in your teaser or on your book cover only to 

buy the book and find a dozen pages where 

Ken is wearing six-inch stilettos and a skin-

tight dress because Ken is actually the female. 

For this reason, do not let your readers get 

confused with your characters' genders by 

using neutral names.  

 

 Never use complicated names with 

complex spellings - As much as possible, 

avoid lengthy names and names that have too 
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„cute‟  or complicated spellings. This can be a 

distraction to your readers. 

 

 If you are using an unusual name, try to 

combine it with common surname or vice 

versa 

 

HOW TO NAME YOUR HERO 

 Give a saintly or angelic name to a wild 

and roguish character - Romantic readers 

always appreciate the opposite and perverse 

nature of opposites. Use strong but heavenly 

names for your wilder heroic character. 

 

Examples: 

 Gabriel 

 Rafael 

 David 
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 Originate the name from the desirable 

qualities possessed by your character - A 

hero will sweep your readers off their feet by 

loving his accomplishments and his reputation.  

 

Examples: 

 Josh 

 Hunter 

 Knight 

 

HOW TO NAME YOUR HEROINE 

 Make the name simple – If your character 

has a long name, stick with the nicknames.  

 

 The name must be a reflection of the 

heroine‟s character – Your heroine's name 
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could be derived from virtues like Charity or 

Angelica.  

 

SELF-EXAMINATION OF YOUR 

CHARACTERS 

After you finish your outline, you have to 

examine your work in a wider scope. Your 

characters should be: 

 Convincing 

 Interesting 

 Out of the ordinary 

 Reliable 

 Not so cliché 

 Not overdone 

 Dynamic 
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CHAPTER 3 – HOW TO WRITE 

ROMANCE NOVEL SCENARIOS 

 

THE STEREOTYPE SCENARIOS 

It is up to you as a writer to add your style in 

order to make any scenario work and prevent it 

from becoming cliché, unnatural and mundane. 

Here are some stereotypical scenarios with which 

you may experiment:  

 The mean mistress or villain ex-wife - As 

an author, do not get stuck with the tiring and 

orthodox way of delivering this typical 

scenario. Think outside the box. 

o Example scenario: 

 This villain woman is described as rich, 

smart and liberated. She has attended 
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the most prestigious schools and works 

in a multi-billion dollar company. She 

is brutal and will curse, bully and 

threaten the heroine and the rest of 

the characters in the book if she does 

not get her own way.   

 

We see this kind of character all the time. As a 

writer, you need to change this scenario from 

cliché to intriguing. Justify her actions. Perhaps she 

was not always angry or a bully. Perhaps she is a 

spy and her former love interest discovered this 

secret. The secret consequently forced them to 

part and her anger and bitterness, which is 

directed outwardly, is really self-hatred and 

loathing over her inability to control the situation. 

 The Playboy male lead - Usually this kind of 

hero ends up with a naïve or virginal heroine. 

He most likely has a history of chaotic 
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relationships with harsh women who have been 

using him as much as he has been using 

them(this something that can be explained in 

the first part of the novel). Eventually, an 

innocent girl will come into his life and 

reconstruct his twisted beliefs about loyalty 

and relationships. 

 

 An arranged wedding by 

parents/guardians or last will 

prerequisite – Match-making plots have been 

mostly popular in Asian countries where 

marriages set by the family are part of their 

culture. 

 

In some cases, there is an arranged marriage 

between two wealthy families. 
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Usually this plot is used in the genre of 

historical romance. In modern situations, it can be 

used to create a more corporate world setting. 

 Loss of memory conflict - This is the one of 

the most popular twists in a romance novel. 

Readers seem to strongly desire the plot of 

falling in love all over again. It is like getting a 

second chance for a hero or heroine, not a 

reliving of the same old ways, but an 

opportunity to do things right and make things 

work. 

 The virginal heroine – Here are some types 

of virginal characters about whom you can 

write: 

o The geeky girl – She is not very popular 

and is the girl with self-presumed ugly 

duckling syndrome. She has very little self-

confidence and will only find her true 
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nature in the presence of a strong male 

figure. 

o The anti-social heroine –  This type of 

heroine comes from a conservative family. 

She never parties, does wild things or 

associates regularly with others. She is a 

typical introvert. 

o The sensual girl – This kind of girl is so 

naïve that she is clueless to her own 

sensuality only to find it later in an 

explosion of passion.  

o The traditional but-not-so-traditional 

Cosmo girl – This character is an 

independent and liberal heroine who is 

upwardly mobile. She has a successful 

career in an entertainment-related 

business. She is a big city girl and may live 

alone in an extravagant apartment. Self-

empowered, she takes what she wants and 
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does not look back; however, through all 

of her personal exploits she has managed 

to remain a virgin. While this may be very 

unlikely in real life, it can still make for a 

good story because of how improbable it 

is. 

 

THE LOVE SCENE 

The most important ingredient in creating a 

successful romance novel is the love scene. 

It is only through the love scene that can we 

truly bond to the hero emotionally by knowing his 

thoughts and emotions while he is making love 

with his heroine. 

Here are some typical scenarios that are ideal 

to include in a love scene: 
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 A confrontational situation between the 

hero and heroine – Create an intense 

dialogue between the hero and heroine. 

Scenarios that are ideal for a confrontational 

scene may include: 

o The heat of the argument 

o The tug-of-war type of conflict 

o The goodbye-for-a-while scene 

 

 A spur-of-the-moment situation - 

Unpredictable love scenes build excitement for 

the readers and leave them wanting to read 

more.   

 

 The reconciliation scene –  This part can be 

written near the ending of the story.  
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Any writers wants the readers to fall in love 

with the hero. Set aside your inhibitions and 

formulate a good love scene. 

HOW TO CREATE A GREAT LOVE SCENE 

Love scenes are not just about the sexual acts 

of your characters in your romance novel. It is not 

so much about the physicality of it, but rather the 

emotions involved with it. 

Have you experienced reading a love scene in 

a romance novel where you forget that you are 

reading words? That is the point you want your 

readers to reach. At that point you are deeply 

touched and connected with the characters as well 

and your readers will be too. 

If you want your readers to remember your 

love scene forever, try working on these pointers 

in making good love scene: 
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 Know what reading materials relax you 

and what writing style you are most 

relaxed using - Since you are writing a 

romance novel, you do not want the readers to 

get the impression that you are writing in 

another genre, like comparing romance to 

“literotica” or soft core pornography. 

 

Some authors purposely design their writing to 

mirror the nature of literotica just to get sales and 

more readers, but that does not mean you should 

do it too. Make an effort and a goal to prove to 

yourself and your readers that you can create a 

novel with the highest level of intimacy without 

exploiting yourself as an author by writing 

pornographic material. 

If you are not comfortable writing a scene that 

is too daring for your standards, then you do not 
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have to do it. Write scenes with which you are 

comfortable, otherwise you will sound artificial. 

You should balance physical sexuality and 

emotional sensuality in your novel at all times. You 

can be daring as long as the scenes and your 

characterizations are on even ground. 

 Work hard to meet your readers' 

expectations - Place yourself in the reader‟s 

position. Before they became published 

authors, all writers were avid readers first. 

Have you ever had the experience of expecting 

so much from book only to discover during or 

after reading it that you wasted your time and 

money? If your reader expects a romance 

novel give them romance, not a murder 

mystery. If you fail to give your audience what 

you assured them, they will be disappointed 

and you may lose a reader or more next time. 

Writing is like gladiatorial combat. You must 
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win the crowd by meeting their expectations. 

While there are certainly challenges in writing 

alone, the main challenge is gaining interest 

from thousands of people. This is not an easy 

task but it is well worth it when your book 

becomes successful. 

 

 Write to express, not to impress – Some 

publishers required heavy love scenes in the 

novel and there is heavy competition going on 

between writers to get the attention of the 

readers. Some writers go all the way for the 

sake of readers' and publishers' demands. One 

thing that is very important to do is to let the 

story go with the flow. Readers feel what you 

write, so if you feel like something is not really 

necessary to the scene do not add it. Over-the-

top writing of love scenes can lead to 

misleading notions of pornography and that 
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may not be where you want your writing to go 

as a romance writer. 

 

 

 The characters‟ consciousness – One thing 

that a writer must remember is to make the 

lead characters aware of each other. Even if 

they were mixed with millions of people, they 

could feel and pinpoint each other. For this 

reason, senses are the key. Come up with 

sexual tension and a hint sensuality. Use 

narrative and expressive writing to convey 

those feelings of longing your characters 

experience.  

 

 From consciousness to connection, the 

realization comes later – You must write in 

a character‟s point of view.  It all starts with 

awareness, sensuality and then a realization 
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that it is more than just physical. Romance 

novels are not just about sex. Romance writing 

is more than that. It is about emotional 

development among the characters. The 

characters had chemistry already and your job 

is to enhance it further and take it to the next 

level. Show that it is more than just the 

physicality of sex, but the spirit of passion 

found only in romance. It should be about how 

a simple and mutual chemistry between your 

characters has blossomed into true love.  

 

 Use words that you are comfortable 

writing - Make sure that you are at ease with 

the words you use and prose when you write a 

love scene. Try reading it out loud. If you feel 

like squirming at the cheesiness of it, or you 

feel like you want to laugh out loud when you 

read it, you need to rephrase it. Write like you 
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speak and your ideas will flow more effectively. 

Likewise, the subject you are trying to 

communicate to the reader will be better 

understood than if you write in a foreign and 

stilted manner. Do not write over your head. If 

you do not understand something you write or 

you are using an excessive amount of large 

words, it can have a bad effect and make you 

look like your are attempting to show off your 

intelligence. For example, “The experiential 

nature of Levi was one of such supercilious 

demeanor, and everywhere he journeyed the 

detritus of a broken land was made more 

speculative as the earth wept in cacophonous 

ululations of anguish.” This sentence has an 

over abundance of unnecessary words that 

when placed together in a sentence do not 

work in harmony to express a simple concept. 

While using large words is perfectly acceptable 
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in writing - unless you use them back to back 

in a conversation - it is better to use them 

sparingly. Remember, write like you speak and 

you will sound natural. 

 

 Situate the scene along with your 

characters – Take note of things in their 

natural form like smell, touch, sound and how 

they feel. Set up a scented candle in a room, 

spray a perfume and start playing music. You 

must feel what you write because it will always 

reflect on the outcome of the scene. Writing is 

an art just like painting. Whatever the artist 

feels, it reflects in his or her masterpiece.  

 

 Use love scenes that fit in your characters‟ 

personalities - One primary example is the 

personality of the heroine. If she is shy, prim, 

proper and all around conservative by nature 
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then the ideal place to make love is in the 

bedroom, not on the swaying deck of a Viking 

long boat at sea. Put your feet in the 

characters' shoes. What would you be looking 

for if you were in her position? Most likely you 

would look for something soft like a bed as well 

as some place private like a closed room. 

Moreover, if she is really shy about exposing 

her nudity a fun challenge can be describing a 

love scene taking place in the perfect darkness 

of a secluded bedroom. 

 

If you have a naughty and expressive 

character, they would be adventurous and 

want to explore outside of a bedroom or a dark 

room. They would not want to be confined to 

four corners but want to try new things in odd 

places. 

 



“How To Write a Romance Novel” 
HowExpert Press 

 

40 
 

 Decide which character‟s point of view 

you are going to use – You have to be 

careful in choosing which point of view you are 

going to use when writing a love scene. Only in 

historical novels can you find a switch of points 

of view. When you are engaging in 

contemporary writing, you only have to choose 

one point of view per scene but you can 

choose to use more than one point of view. 

Trying to create a bidirectional point of view 

can be wonderful and enlightening if it is done 

correctly, but even seasoned authors with 

decades of experience can fail at what seems 

like an easy task. It is more likely that 

bidirectional points of view will only serve to 

confuse a reader who may already be caught 

up in the moment of the scene. Changing 

points of view in a scene is called head-

hopping and, due to its scarcity in modern 
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writing, should probably be avoided unless you 

are a master at writing. Currently it is most 

common for writers to use the female point of 

view in a scene since most romance novels 

readers are typically female. 

 

 Sexual apprehension and tension must be 

written in detail - Another trick to reveal 

strong sexual tension among your written 

scenes is to focus on certain aspects that have 

your characters occasionally being 

argumentative with one another. Bickering is a 

well-defined way to express pent-up desire. 

When it is applied by means of what is 

commonly known as “verbal Judo” (where one 

person aggressively attempts to throw the 

other off balance with verbal remarks) it can 

help better define your scene and better define 

the characters as well. Each trait, habit or little 
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act a character performs helps to build upon 

what is happening in the scene and makes the 

overarching theme more dynamic. For 

example, a hero becomes obsessed with the 

heroine‟s supple heart-shaped lips. As his heart 

begins to beat powerfully within his chest, his 

first thoughts might lead him to dwell upon 

what it must feel like to kiss those lips he has 

been longing for so desperately. 

 

 If the moment is right, using humor is a 

good thing –  Humor can be a great tool for 

livening up a dull scene that you may have to 

drag your reader though. It works as an 

anchor to bring the reader‟s attention back to 

the story in a new light and can act as a 

tension reducer after many pages of intense 

drama. Make sure you use it sparingly. Unless 

you are creating a romantic comedy, placing 
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humorous punch lines directly after an 

emotional scene would be counterproductive to 

the flow of a decent romance novel. The 

purpose of humor in traditional romance is to 

lighten up a heavy scene. Humor makes 

characters feel more human. It shows the 

simple but true elements of human nature and 

also helps to create dynamic characters to 

whom the reader can relate. Humor is always a 

good way to flesh out subjects in your book, 

but unless you are specifically writing a 

comedy, humor should be viewed as a 

highlight and not the main attraction. 

 

 The intimate dialogues - Create intimate 

dialogue between your hero and heroine. Even 

if it is not naturally harmonious, it can still be 

intimate by simply having an exchange of 

words between the couple that leads them to 
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relieve sexual tension. It does not necessarily 

have to be a lengthy dialogue or wordy 

conversation. Sometimes a lot can be said with 

a few words actually uttered by the characters. 

An example of this is having your characters' 

dialogue compensated by narrative review of 

your characters' thoughts, that is to say, from 

the perspective of the narrator. If a character 

says one thing, they may be thinking the 

opposite in their mind and thus an avenue of 

creative dialogue can be achieved by having 

the narrator describe the unfolding events. 

 

 Never exploit love scenes just to fill 

pages; a love scene must have something 

to say in the story - A bad writing mistake 

commonly made by new writers is to attempt 

to utilize a love scene just to pass the minimal 

100,000 word requirement of the publisher. If 
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you find that you are guilty of utilizing sex 

scenes in this way, take measures to stop it 

immediately. Most publishers are skilled and 

can spot “page-filling fluff” at a glance and, 

unless they have absolutely no choice, they 

almost always frown upon it. A good rule of 

thumb is to never cheat your readers. When 

you put a love scene together, it must have 

relevance or at the very least be essential to 

the plot of the story. You must disclose 

something in every love scene. Show 

something new, like a revelation of emotion for 

the characters. This will, in turn, create an 

abundance of emotions with the reader. This 

is, after all, what the reader pays for. It is not 

necessary to overly detail every person in your 

story, but doing this for the main protagonists 

really helps to communicate the characters' 

messages to the reader. Things like anger, 
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pride, confusion or admission of love are all 

examples of emotional highlights that can be 

used to liven up dull scenes, especially love 

scenes. Do not fall into the trap of merely 

writing to fill space in a romance novel. Taking 

the effort to make it creative and intriguing is 

what separates a romance novel from what 

some people consider to be soft core 

pornography. Temember, it always pays to be 

thorough; moreover, it should be viewed as a 

challenge to expand upon the emotions of a 

character during steamy moments within the 

overall story. 
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CHAPTER 4 – HOW TO PUBLISH 

YOUR ROMANCE NOVEL 

Your objective as a writer is quite simple. You 

are writing to share your art. Your goal is to share 

your feelings and perhaps even offer a piece of 

your soul through words. You want to entertain the 

reader and share a great novel, to tell a story and 

to bring new emotions to an otherwise drab world. 

It is not just the readers who gain from your 

writing. You also benefit from the chance to have 

others enjoy and experience your talents and 

creativity. Not only do you have the opportunity to 

achieve your target audience by creating grand 

scenes of sweeping elegance, but you can also 

build a tremendous amount of confidence at the 

same time. That is literally like having your cake 
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and eating it too and it does not get any better 

than that. 

 

THE WRITER‟S DILEMMA  

Currently, there are millions of authors out 

there and vast numbers of them have already been 

published; however, most of them are still in that 

“twilight zone” area where they are still trying to 

find their voice. 

Strangely enough, it may take authors their 

whole careers to discover what genre they are 

truly best at writing. 

A prime example is American author Louis 

L'amour. During his early career he strove to be a 

science fiction writer exclusively, but he was not 

truly noticed for his talent until he turned to 

writing Western novels (novels portraying the Wild 
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West). It was at this time he found his niche in the 

business and became very famous. 

It is this way with many authors if not most. 

Growth as a writer can be long and arduous to say 

the least. Those who persevere will eventually find 

their bread and butter writing style.  

If this happens, you should never lose sight of your 

goal. The goal should not be to write a specific kind 

of story. 

On the contrary, your goal should be to 

become the best writer you can be. If you find that 

you are more suited writing thrillers than romance, 

adapt and roll with it. You will find that you are 

good at it because you enjoy it. 

Writing, like any art form, has a way of 

introducing each you to your deeper side and 

allowing you to uncover your unknown mind. 

Writing is a path for self-discovery on many levels 

and should be exploited to its fullest. 
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A SELF-DISCOVERY  

Discovering your own originality is very 

important. While being compared to a New York 

Times bestselling author can be an honor, stories 

that too closely resemble currently successful 

books can give the appearance of plagiarism. 

For example, vampires, Vikings and pirates are 

used to great effect in romance stories, but 

patterning your characters or story after 

something that is currently in print or best selling 

may have disastrous consequences for you. 

After all you do not want to be viewed as 

though you are writing some second rate spin-off 

or just trying to cash in on a more successful 

author's good fortune. Not only is this an 

unprofessional practice, it is unethical as well. 
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Taking other people's good ideas may be an 

easy way to expound upon your own but it is also 

an easy way to fail. No one said writing was going 

to be easy so pay attention to what you write. 

This can sometimes happen unintentionally. If 

you are a fan of a certain author, your works may 

tend to lean toward that uthor's same writing 

style. In addition, if you are reading for inspiration 

and begin writing immediately after reading 

someone else‟s book, there is a good chance you 

will be writing in that person‟s style and not your 

own. It is always a good idea to meditate on what 

you read and let it sink in. 

Do not be afraid to step away from your story 

for a while and come back refreshed. Doing this 

will allow you to approach your story in a new and 

more dynamic light. 
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HOW TO FINALIZE YOUR ROMANCE 

NOVEL 

Publishing your book can be a tedious process. 

Here are a few things you should consider before 

you go through the publishing process: 

 Be prepared to undergo long hours of self-

editing and proofreading 

 

 Do not be afraid of rejection and criticism 

by your proofreaders and editors - While 

you write, you will have a vision of how things 

should play out but that may not be the same 

vision that editors have. Do not let this depress 

you. It is important that you have faith in both 

your editors and proofreaders. It is not a 

personal attack if you receive negative 

comments and criticisms. It should be 
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considered constructive and the knowledge 

gained should be used for self-improvement. 

 

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR SCRIPT 

 Before you begin your pursuit for publication, 

you may want to register your work with the 

Copyright Office (if your work was created in 

United States.) 

 You will increase your protection by registering 

your script, particularly the ability to sue for 

damages in case of infringement, and you can 

show legal proof of the date of your copyright and 

your claim to the script. 

 When you copyright your work, it‟ll be clear 

that the script truly belongs to you. You have the 

civil liberties and rights of that ownership. You 

have all the privileges to sell or distribute. This 
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stops any person to make earnings of your own 

creation.  

 

HOW TO EXPAND YOUR PERSPECTIVE 

 You must aim higher this time. Target a 

publishing company that will publish your work. 

 But first you must find an agent that will 

represent you in a publishing world. Your agent‟s 

job is to coach you, critiques you; he acts like a 

talent manager to an actor/actress. 

 Agents are good in sales talk. He will build you 

up to the publisher and convince the publisher to 

feature your work. 

 But if you have an advantage or talent when it 

comes to marketing, you can self-publish instead. 

However, it‟s a risk that‟s hard to take. You must 

have guts and proper preparation to do it. 
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 Some writers have self-published once they 

got out of company publishing. Some publishers 

never allow their writers to use their pen name 

outside their publishing house. It‟s a sad thing, but 

it rarely happened. It only happens often in Asian 

countries where publishers offer contracts to sell 

rather than contract to lease for their book. The 

provision of the copyright and contract covers the 

writer‟s pen name at the same time. 

 That‟s why many writers from Asian countries 

choose self-publishing instead. 

 But all in all, you have numerous options to 

market your work. There are two forms of 

publishing‟s that already exist, that is Digital 

Publishing and Hard copy publishing. 

 

DIGITAL PUBLISHING VS. HARDCOPY 

PUBLISHING 
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 Since people are on the move nowadays and 

airports are strict in allowing people to bring not 

more than few pounds of hand carried books.  

People prefer to buy electronic gadgets that can 

carry a library of thousands of books.  

 

ADVANTAGE OF DIGITAL BOOKS: 

 Accessible everywhere 

 Easy to collect or take anywhere 

 You don‟t have to pay for shipping or handling 

Affordable 

 

 However by going into the traditional hard 

copy publishing route, you are more likely to open 

yourself up to bigger opportunities such as having 

a movie and TV contract. 
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 And numerous readers still prefer to hold the 

book in their hands. They love the smell of the 

paper or touch the texture of the book. 

In closing, remember that becoming successful 

as a romance novelist requires vast amounts of 

dedication and time. The time devoted to learning 

and advancing your skills as a writer will always be 

rewarding even if you never have a book 

published. 

Sadly, there are many talented writers in the 

world who will never have a book published. This, 

of course, does not mean that they have been 

rejected necessarily, but rather because they have 

no interest in publishing their work. 

Conversely, there are just as many writers 

getting published who are too inexperienced or 

simply unskilled. No one ever said the world was 

fair. Just focus on your own goals and prepare for 
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the hardships that come with any skill that 

requires dedication. 

Hopefully, the views expressed in this book will 

help you as an up and coming writer in your never-

ending endeavor to become the best of the best. 

Everyone is different and however you learn, just 

keep working toward your destination. 

Keep writing and best of success to you! 
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 

 www.HowExpert.com 
o Get more “how to” guides at our website. 

 How To Write Poetry 
o Discover how to write poetry in an easy, step-

by-step formula. 
 Novel Writing Made Easy System 

o Professional author‟s step-by-step system (200+ 
page manual, two workbooks, and five+ hours 
of audio included) for planning and writing a 
novel that will turn you into a published novelist. 

o Discover the secrets to get your novel selling in 
bookstores across the country. 

 Write a Novel in 60 Days that Will Sell 
o Learn how to write a novel in 60 days that will 

sell from a published author who has written 
over 30 novels. 

o Learn how to make publishers and agents 150% 
more likely to want to read your manuscript. 

 Story Writing Software 
o Story writing software guides you through the 

entire process of writing novels and screenplays. 
o This software (works on Windows or Mac) can 

turn you into a master storyteller, taking all the 
story ideas dancing in your head and 
transforming them into fully developed short 
stories, novels and screenplays. 
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