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INTRODUCTION 

 

Ok. There are dozens of books and e-books 

out there which are targeted at teaching you on 

how to write rock songs. Most of them do this by 

providing all the abstract musical theories which 

are aimed at professional musicians who need to 

improve their singing and song writing skills.  

However, even those professionals barely 

use those teachings! 

The reason is that theories are just theories. 

They will not teach you how to write songs. They 

can of course help you to understand many 

things and to make your music writing process 

more structured, but they will never teach you 

how to write songs. 

Ok, I understand that my preaching may 

seem abstract so far but as you proceed further 
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with this book, you’ll find out the logic behind my 

claims.  

We will of course use some elementary and 

easily understandable musical concepts and 

theories as we proceed, but we will not analyze 

those things deeply. We do not need to learn 

music on an academic level because our aim 

here is not to become music teachers or 

theoretical musicians. We just want to know how 

to write good rock songs. 

Now, the main thing about rock songs is that 

they are pretty simple, from the point of 

professional classical or jazz musician. They are 

mostly built upon several simple chords and their 

structure is also pretty straightforward. 

We will proceed with my innovative method 

for learning how to write killer rock songs. This 

method is all about analyzing the all-time best 

rock compositions. 
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We will observe several examples, analyze 

them and create our understanding of writing 

rock songs based on examples and real 

experience. 

Before we proceed with the job, I will claim 

that 99% of rock songs out there need at least 

one musical instrument. If you are a genius like 

Mozart or Beethoven then you would be an 

exception and probably, you would not need this 

e-book to understand many things. You would 

also write songs “in your head” without the help 

from musical instruments. However, most of us 

are not Mozart and Beethoven. Thus, we need to 

know something about at least one instrument. 

Note: Throughout this e-book, we assume that 

the reader has some basic knowledge about 

music theory (scales, chords, notes etc.). 
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Basic Instrument Used To Write Songs 
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CHAPTER I: CHOOSING YOUR 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 

 

 

Drum Set 
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Guitar 

 

Common instruments used in rock songs 

are: Guitar, Drums, Bass Guitar and Piano 

(keyboard).  

 

You will need basic knowledge of at least one 

of those instruments to start writing your own 

rock songs. 
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 Drums are maybe the least helpful 

instruments for writing rock songs. They are 

targeted for rhythm patterns of the songs 

and one cannot play melodic parts on them. 

Thus, they will not be very helpful in writing 

your rock songs; 

 Bass guitar is not as helpful as piano or 

guitar, but it is better than nothing. 

Traditional bass guitars are made from 4 or 5 

strings and they are aimed at giving “the 

meat” to music. With the help of a bass 

guitar, you will be able to follow several 

simple bass lines, and if you have a really 

good feel for music then you will be able to 

match vocals with those bass lines. 

 Pianos are very useful for rock song writing 

purposes. In fact, you will be able to write 

and realize any sort of musical composition 

using piano. However, piano would be 
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irrelevant for writing hard rock and metal 

rock songs; 

 Guitar is acknowledged as being the best 

alternative among instruments for writing 

rock songs. It is appropriate for any rock 

genre, whether it be pop rock, classical rock, 

trash, metal or any other genre. Thus, if you 

know several chords and a bit of guitar 

theory then you are sufficiently prepared to 

start your rock song writing. 

 

Best Alternative Among Instruments 
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Note: If you do not know how to play one of 

those instruments on an elementary level, then it 

would be good to consider other alternatives like 

special song writing software. Fruity Loops is one 

such software which offers many different loops, 

instrumental sounds and simple methods for 

arranging and creating your own melody lines 

and musical structures. 
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CHAPTER II: USING SONG 

WRITING SOFTWARE 

 

How To Use Song Writing Software: 

 Install it on your PC; 

 Check various instrument sounds and choose 

the one which is the simplest to 

comprehend; 

 Start playing with the software; 

 Create several melody lines based on the 

song examples given below; 

 Begin creating your own melody lines using 

the simple chords and song structures. 

 

Don’t think that reaching the stars is easy! 

 

After you have chosen the musical 

instrument which will be helping you with writing 
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your own rock songs, you will have to start 

preparing psychologically. This means that, at 

first, you will have acknowledged that the songs 

written by you will not probably become one of 

those classic rock songs if you do not have an 

awesome agent or music producer.  

The thing to realize is that making your 

songs popular is a wholly different story. It is 

thoroughly a job of marketing and business. We 

will be only studying how to write some killer 

songs with artistic merit. If you want them to 

become popular then it is out of the range of 

what this  e-Book covers. 

However, you can be sure that if you follow 

our instructions and teachings, then your rock 

songs will be quality and have value. They will 

deserve fame, but making that fame a reality is 

the task for agents, managers, marketers and 

music producers.  Still, this is the first step.  
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Without a quality product you have no chance to 

become famous.   

In the end, remember that music writing 

needs practice in order to be good at it just like 

anything does. So, do not give up if you are not 

satisfied with your results from the very 

beginning. Just keep on practicing and writing 

various songs and after a while you will feel the 

difference. 
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Practice Rhythm Pattern  
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CHAPTER III:  ROCK SONGS 

 

Now, we are ready to get straight to business 

and start working on improving your rock music 

writing skills. 

 

ANALYZING TOP ROCK SONGS IN 

DIFFERENT GENRES 

In this section, we will analyze the top five 

rock songs of all time. Each song is from a 

different genre and stands out as being one of 

the top songs of all times in that specific genre.  
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SONG #1: “COMFORTABLY NUMB” 

By: Pink Floyd from the Album “The Wall” 

“Comfortably Numb” is one of the top 

progressive rock songs of all times. Rock bands 

are constantly making covers and different 

variations of that song for playing it at various 

concerts and events.  
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LYRICS AND CHORDS OF COMFORTABLY 

NUMB 
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COMFORTABLY NUMB STRUCTURE 

The structure of this song is simple, as is 

characteristic for most rock songs. It includes 

two parts of the main verse, a chorus, and two 

solos.  

The song starts with the main part (verse) 

and then goes to the chorus. Afterwards it is 

followed by a short lead guitar solo. After the 

solo, the song returns back to the second part of 

the verse and then once again it is followed with 

the chorus. The second chorus is followed by the 

big closing guitar solo part which ends the song. 

SUMMARIZING THE STRUCTURE: 

 Verse 1 

 Chorus 1 

 Short Guitar Solo 

 Verse 2 

 Chorus 2 

 Long Guitar Solo 
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Note: This is the main structure of the most 

standard progressive and classical rock songs. 

You could make some tiny variations to this 

structure.  For example, you could do it with the 

following ordering instead: Chorus, Verse 1, 

Choru,s and a long guitar solo.  

 

The main thing with respect to such structures is 

to stick to the same set of components: 

 Verse 

 Chorus 

 Guitar Solo 

 

These three components are the basics of 

every progressive rock structure. 

However, as already mentioned, you can 

always add some new things and use your 

imagination for minor variations. 
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MELODY LINE OF COMFORTABLY NUMB 

As you would expect, melody lines are the 

most important aspect of every song. You will 

have to choose the chords wisely with the help of 

some music theory and of course your own taste, 

imagination and creativity. 

Floyds use the following chords for 

“Comfortably Numb”: A, G, Em, Bm, D, C and 

some of their variations (improvised chords). As 

you can see, each of those chords does not 

include dashes (half notes).  

From the set of 12 notes and half notes, the 

song only uses C, D, E, F, G, A, B and F#. This 

means that it is completely written in the Em 

scale. Note that Floyds never go beyond the Em 

scale during the complete composition. 

This sort of simplification is characteristic for 

most rock songs. You will just have to know 
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ordinary major and minor scales and build up the 

entire melody line along those scales.  

 

Note: Of course there are some exceptions to 

this overall simplification. Sometimes, several 

progressive rock songs also use some other 

exotic scales or improvisations from jazz. 

However, for our purposes, this is not very 

important. 

 

SONG #2: “BLACK SABBATH” 

 By: Black Sabbath from the Album Black 

Sabbath 
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LYRICS AND TAB OF BLACK SABBATH 

 

BLACK SABBATH STRUCTURE 

“Black Sabbath” is one of the most well-

known and popular examples of hard rock 

compositions. As you can see, the structure is 

very simple. Most hard rock songs also have 
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similar structures to this song. Although some of 

them may seem complicated from time to time, 

you will see that on a basic level they are all the 

same. 

This song begins with a simple verse which is 

played only in the G chord. Afterwards it is 

followed by a rhythmic guitar bridge and a new 

verse for vocals. In the end, it has a hard rock 

guitar solo. 

The structure looks like: 

 Verse 1 

 Guitar Bridge 

 Verse 2 

 Long guitar solo 

 

As once can see, this song does not have a 

chorus. It might be very strange for a classical or 

progressive rock song, but for hard rock and 

metal songs this is not unusual. Instead of 

choruses they incorporate melodic or rhythmic 
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guitar bridges and big variations between 

different verses of the song. 

For example, once you listen to this song, 

you will see how different verse 1 is from verse 

2. In fact, if Black Sabbath wrote two different 

songs, one of which was based on the first verse 

of this song and another which was based on the 

second, then they would be totally different from 

each other and no one would tell that those 

verses are somehow similar or connected to each 

other. 

 

MELODY LINE OF BLACK SABBATH 

Thus, melodic lines of hard rock songs are 

different from those of progressive or classical 

rock songs. Usually, a given hard rock song 

entails two or more different melody lines which 

are so different from each other that they could 

be considered as the two separate songs. This 
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kind of difference between the main verses of 

those songs compensates for the lack of chorus 

in them.  

As you can see, the first verse of the song 

uses just the G chord for the entire verse and 

makes no variations throughout the verse. Verse 

2 uses a 5 note guitar riff for the entire verse. 

The main accent is made on the aggressive 

nature of those riffs and also on the rhythmic 

aspect for the second verse.  

In fact, you can write a good hard rock song 

using just two simple chords. The main secret 

here is to find the aggressive tone which will 

make those two chords sound nice. If we return 

to our example, you will easily see how the 

mythic, scary and aggressive voice of Ozzy and 

distorted sounds of the guitar makes the song 

both interesting and emotionally compelling for 

the listeners. 
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SONG #3: “FADE TO BLACK” 

 By: Metallica from the album Blackend 
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CHORDS AND LYRICS OF FADE TO 

BLACK 
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FADE TO BLACK STRUCTURE 

The structure of “Fade to Black” might seem 

a little bit confusing at the beginning but it is 

pretty simple once you get the idea.  
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Most of the trash and metal rock songs entail 

way more bridges, solos, melody variations and 

pre-verse melodies than progressive or classic 

rock songs do. However, the main structure 

behind all of those complications is pretty simple.  

As you can see, this song starts with a short 

acoustic intro which is repeated 5 times and 

which is accompanied by the small guitar solo. 

Afterwards, the main guitar part comes into play 

as a perverse melody and the first verse of the 

song is being sung. Next, there is a metal part of 

rhythm guitars and afterwards, the same pre-

verse melody is played followed by the verse 2 

part of the song. Again the same metal part of 

the rhythm guitars occurs, and then the song 

goes to the new section of a completely different 

verse 3, which is connected by the short guitar 

bridge part to the previous melody line. 

Here starts the main hard core part of the 

song, with a distorted vocal part accompanied by 
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the trash and hard-core guitar parts. Then, the 

song is followed by the long closing solo which 

starts with some harmonics played 

simultaneously by two guitars.  The song ends in 

a fade-out. 

All of these may sound pretty scary but do 

not worry.  

Let us summarize the whole structure: 

 Intro + solo 

 Pre verse melody 1 

 Verse 1 

 Hard-core Rhythm Guitar Bridge 1 

 Pre verse melody 2  

 Verse 2 

 Hard-core Rhythm Guitar Bridge 2 

 Short Guitar Bridge 

 Verse 3 

 Guitar Harmonics and a long solo part 
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As you can see, the structure of metal songs 

also contains three main components, which are 

verse, guitar solo and chorus (in the form of 

guitar bridges). As far as metal and trash are 

more recent rock genres, they are also more 

complicated and advanced than hard rock. 

However, it is important to notice this 

fundamental similarity with hard rock and 

progressive rock in structure. 

After you recognize this fundamental 

similarity of structure, then everything will 

become more clear and easy for you. You will 

just use the basic structure in your own song 

writing and make some variations and 

improvisations which again depend on your 

creativity. 

 

Note: Many things in music composition depend 

on creativity and imagination. Knowing basic 

structures and melody lines is important, just so 
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you have a point where you can always start 

your song writing process. The rest will depend 

only upon your creative abilities. 

 

MELODY LINE OF FADE TO BLACK 

Note that the song uses the following chords: 

Am, C, D, Em, F, and G which means that we are 

in the Em scale. The song never goes out of the 

scale and as you can see, the basic melodic 

structure is pretty simple. 

If you look at the tabs and chords of the 

song, you will be scared once more. Moreover, if 

you look at the solos then you might become 

desperate.  

Do not be scared! All those notes and messy 

notations are just because of using various guitar 

playing techniques. If you just abstract from 

those techniques, then the thing that remains is 
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a very simple sequence of logically and nicely 

arranged simple chords from the Em scale. 

Remember that our aim here is to figure out 

how to write rock song – not to learn different 

guitar playing techniques, which are the job for 

instrumentalists and guitarists.  

 

Note: Being a song writer is very different from 

being an instrumentalist. Songwriters follow the 

basic song structures and melodic lines, use their 

own creativity and sense of aesthetics and write 

the songs. Instrumentalists take those songs 

written by song writers and add meat to them. 

Of course, you can be an instrumentalist and a 

song writer at the same time and when this 

happens, it is wonderful, but there are only few 

who are good at both. 

 

Returning to our song example #3, you can 

see that it uses a very specific and standard 
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sequence of the chords for the first and second 

verses. Am, C, G and Em is a very popular chord 

sequence which is used in many rock songs. This 

sequence creates a melody line which is 

beautiful, and easy to remember and internally 

understand. You can also use this sequence and 

try to sing some random pieces of vocal part 

along. You could easily come up with a very nice 

vocal part just doing this. 

SONG #4: “LA WOMAN” 

By: The Doors from the Album “LA Woman” 
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LA WOMAN STRUCTURE 

LA woman is a rock and roll type of song and 

it has a structure characterized for rock and roll 

music.  

The song starts with a soft and clean solo 

guitar part which serves as the intro for it. 

Afterwards, it proceeds as pure rock and roll 

music. The first verse is a traditional rock and 

roll guitar riff with relevant vocals. It is played in 

A, D, and G. This verse is accompanied with 

small rolling guitar phrases after each line is 

sung. Afterwards, the chorus comes into play, 

which is played using the same rhythmic 

structure and chords. Then, there is a bridge to 

the new part of the song, which makes the song 

more typical for the Doors’ style and diverges 

from the traditional rock an roll structure and 

character. 

Thus, the structure is the following: 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

43 
 

 Intro 

 Verse 1 

 Chorus 1 

 Bridge and Verse 2 

 

The structure is pretty simple and 

characteristic for a rock and roll song, with some  

improvisations and variations to make it more 

typical for the Doors’ style. 

 

Note: Every rock and roll style song consists of 

the three core chords. The main trick here is that 

each of those chords is apart from another by 

exactly 4 half notes. For our example, A is 4 

steps apart from D, and D is 4 steps apart from 

G. As you can see, this is a very simple and 

natural distribution for such songs. 
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MELODY LINE OF LA WOMAN 

We have already partially discussed the 

melody line for rock and roll songs. They usually 

use 3 chords which are separated by 4 half tone 

intervals.  

Those kinds of songs are filled with different 

small guitar solo phrases and part which 

accompany the vocal part. For our example, 

notice how verse 1 is structured. A small solo 

guitar part is played after each vocal line. This 

makes the song sound more robust and 

interesting.  

Remember that it is no tragedy if you can’t 

play solo parts and if you don’t include guitar 

solo parts in your song writing. This is the job for 

instrumentalists. The main thing for you, as a 

song writer, is to follow the simple rhythmic 

patter of rock and roll music and write some 

emotionally filled and flowing vocal parts. 
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Note: There are some exceptions to this overall 

simplification. In fact, exceptions make every 

song unique. Sometimes songs also use some 

other exotic scales or improvisations from jazz. 

However, for our purposes, this is not very 

important and we can stick to the traditional and 

conventional basis for writing rock and roll music. 

 

SONG # 5: “UNINTENDED” 

By: Muse from the album “Showbiz” 
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UNINTENDED STRUCTURE 

Most pop rock has a very simple structure 

similar to classic and progressive rock songs. 

“Unintended” starts with a slow and simple Verse 

1 which is followed by the chorus and Verse 2. 

The song uses a simple guitar bridge after the 

second verse and repeats the same chorus twice. 

The structure looks like the following: 

 Verse 1 

 Chorus 

 Verse 2 

 Bridge 

 2x Chorus 

 

As you can see the main verse and chorus 

are the basic components of the song. In fact, 

pop rock songs seldom use any guitar solos or 

complicated guitar bridges. They just stay simple 

with respect to instrumental parts. The main 
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thing for such songs is to provide a beautiful and 

catchy chorus and main verse parts. 

The major characteristic of pop songs is to 

stay as simple as possible. They are called pop 

exactly because they are targeted at the widest 

public of listeners. Being simple lets them 

sidestep all those weird peculiarities and 

complications which make songs difficult to 

understand. Those songs try appeal to the most 

common tastes to reach as many listeners as 

possible. Thus, they narrow their framework and 

stay as simple and catchy as possible. 

 

MELODY LINE OF UNINTENDED 

Unintended uses of E, Am, G, D, C and B. 

Those chords are very simple and easy to 

implement for every beginner musician. The 

main focus is made on the vocal’s melody line. 

Matthew Bellamy – the lead singer – sings a 
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beautiful, catchy part while the instruments 

merely accompany the vocal party and help it 

sound more beautiful. 

Thus, if you are more keen on writing vocal 

parts and do not care about instrumental parts 

and solos, then pop rock would be the best 

choice for you. 

The guitar part is played in the arpeggio 

picking style, which lets the vocals merge 

perfectly with it. Arpeggio picking is very popular 

for soft pop rock types of songs. 

SONG #6: “CREEP” 

by: Radiohead from the album Pablo Honey 
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GUITAR CHORDS AND LYRICS OF CREEP 

 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

51 
 

 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

52 
 

 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

53 
 

CREEP STRUCTURE 

Most alternative rock songs are more 

instrumental and complicated, with respect to 

structure, than pop rock songs.  

“Creep” follows the following structure: Verse 

1 which is followed by the chorus, and verse 2, 

similar to the first verse. The song ends with 

another chorus which becomes more psychedelic 

in the end with vocal improvisations, higher 

distortions and more aggression.  

The structure looks like the following: 

 Verse 1 

 Chorus 1 

 Verse 2 

 Chorus 2 (alternated) 

 

Indeed, most alternative rock songs include 

some psychedelic elements. These elements 

make them more interesting and attractive. The 
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psychedelic nature also helps distinguish them 

from pop songs. Another peculiarity is that those 

songs use more variations of various 

instrumental sounds and entail some 

components of hard rock, progressive rock and 

psychedelics. 

The structure is pretty similar to hard rock, 

progressive rock and pop rock structures. In fact, 

alternative rock songs are hybrids of other rock 

genres. Writing such songs need a bit more 

aggression than writing pop rock songs and a bit 

less aggression than it is needed for trash, metal 

and hard core.  

Alternative rock songs also allow for more 

freedom with respect to creativity and musical 

experimentation. Vocals are often distorted and 

more difficult to understand than is the case with 

pop songs. 
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MELODY LINE OF THE CREEP 

“Creep” uses advanced arpeggio picking 

technique and improvisations for playing the 

melodic line. However, the basic melody line 

behind all those complications is very simple. G, 

B, C and Cm are used for the main verses and 

for all the choruses. The melodic structure 

repeats itself over and over again during the 

whole song.  

Arpeggio picking and improvisations are used 

for making the sounds more relevant to the tone 

of the lyrics and to the topic it addresses. 

Thus, if you want to write an alternative rock 

song, then you can simply choose 3-4 chords 

randomly and play them with some rhythmic 

pattern. Try various vocal improvisations and 

melodies which come to your head along with 

playing the guitar (or piano) part over and over 

again. 
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In this section, we have seen how some of 

the best rock hits are structured and 

harmonized. The general conclusion is that all of 

them contain similar elements in their structures. 

Chorus, main verses, guitar bridges and solos 

are common to each type (except for pop rock 

which does not use solo parts). You can use 

those elements in your own song and also stay 

creative by changing the ordering and quantity of 

each part played.  

Also, based on those examples, we saw that 

rock songs are mainly based on simple melodic 

lines. Usually, several easy chords are being 

used for composing the whole song. We also saw 

that there can be some complications with regard 

to techniques and styles for playing those songs 

but in fact, the main structure and fundamental 

melody line stay very simple all the time. 

Remember: your task, as a rock song writer, is 

to discover some simple and catchy melody lines 
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and use creativity to structure them based on the 

needs of a certain song. Instrument playing 

techniques and methods are the tasks for 

instrumentalists. 

 

Guitar's Fret 
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CHAPTER IV: START WRITING 

YOUR OWN ROCK SONGS 

 

Now, as we have analyzed the rock songs 

from the six different sub genres, you are ready 

to start writing your own rock songs. Simply, get 

your musical instrument, review the above 

analysis once more and follow the instructions 

below: 

 First of all, tune your musical instrument on 

and do a couple of warm-up exercises. You 

can do several warm-up exercises like 

chromatic scales or major or minor scales, 

and play several simple chords in different 

sequences; 
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Playing Chords 

 Start playing some chords and melodies 

randomly. It is important not to think about 

other songs and melodies that are already 
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known to you. Simply, turn off your mind 

and forget about all the tracks and musical 

compositions you listened to previously. This 

way you will extract all the fruits of 

randomness. Many great rock songs were 

created just randomly. It has been proven 

that randomness and luck are important 

parts when writing your rock song. Thus, you 

should try your luck at first and start playing 

various kinds of crazy stuff simply by 

randomly going from one chord to another 

and trying out different picking styles; 

 

Guitar Picking 
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 You will surely come up with some good 

bridges and melody parts during the random 

playing process. Make sure to write down the 

melodies which will be the most noticeable 

and beautiful among all the random riffs 

played. Write down those riffs and melody 

lines. 

 It is important not to write down too many 

things. However, it is also essential not to 

write down too few of them. In the first case, 

you will get lost and be unable to optimally 

evaluate all those melody lines, riffs and 

structures. In the second case, you will lose 

many good melody lines and forego your 

luck. 

 Once you have done so, you can stop 

playing randomly and start playing the things 

that you have written down. Play those 

melody lines in different orders and with 

different rhythmic patterns. 
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 A good melody line is just one part of the 

process. Another important part is to choose 

a rhythm and structure which would best fit 

your preferences and characteristics of your 

melody line. Thus, always pursue this step to 

try out various rhythmic patterns and music 

structures; 

 

Trying Various Rythmic Pattern 

 Write down the order and rhythmic patterns 

which attract you the most. 

 Again, do not write down too many or too 

few. Also, keep in mind that you can use any 

notation which is most convenient for you. If 
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you do not know standard music notations 

then you can simply come up with your own 

one and use it for these purposes. 

 After you have written down already 

arranged melody lines start playing them and 

remove the ones which you think are not 

worth keeping. Only leave the ones which 

you like the most. 

 Making sure you only remove inferior 

melody lines, rhythmic patterns and 

structures is yet another important mission 

for you. Try not to throw out some good or 

interesting things. Sometimes you will be 

tempted to let go of the melody lines and 

rhythmic patterns which do not comply with 

the specific song you are writing. However, 

those structures, melodies and rhythms 

could be very good on their own. Just rewrite 

them on the separate sheet and keep them 

for later. 
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 You will end up with one complete melody 

line which you will be proud of. Now, start 

analyzing the melody line. I.e., analyze 

which chords are being used and why they 

are used exactly the way you play them. This 

way, you should be able to determine which 

genre your melody is closest too. 

 Determining the genre is also inevitable if 

you want to figure out to which of those 

genres you belong. This is important for your 

personal interest. I think everyone needs to 

know where they are positioned in the large 

sea of various genres. 

 Once you have determined the melody line, 

genre and rhythm, you already have a piece 

of music composition and you can take at 

least 30 minutes of break (go smoke a 

cigarette, drink coffee, eat fast food or do 

whatever makes you relaxed). This is 

important to give a rest to your mind and 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

65 
 

creativity. This step is a transitory one to 

another stage in the process. 

 After you have taken enough rest, you will 

be able to look at the things with a fresh 

view and from a different perspective. Play 

your music composition once more and if you 

still like it, then you have probably created 

the bones of a good song. 

 Now you will know the final face of your 

song. You will know the melody line, 

structure and rhythmic pattern. 

 Now start playing the composition over and 

over again and accompany it with the vocal 

lines that come straight to your head. Note 

that it is not essential to write lyrics before 

you have created a vocal part. This is the 

start of the finish line. The vocal part will be 

the most important for your song and you 

should take your time with this. Do not 

hurry. Remember that if you are tired, you 
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can take a rest and then continue with this 

step. THIS STEP IS VERY IMPORTANT. 

 It would be very good if you also recorded 

all the vocal parts that you randomly sing 

along with your instrumental part. Record as 

much vocal part variations as possible. Do 

not be afraid of your voice. Sing with all the 

emotions and exposure that is characteristic 

for you. Also, you can try singing the same 

part using many different singing techniques 

and tones if you are familiar with the various 

vocal techniques. If you are not familiar with 

such techniques, do not worry; just sing all 

you can; 

 After you feel that you have used all your 

creativity, abilities and imagination with 

respect to this composition – stop and listen 

to what you have recorded. 

LISTEN TO WHAT YOU HAVE CREATED 

CLOSELY AND ATTENTIVELY. 
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 Choose two or three best vocal parts from 

the recording that you think best fit the  

instrumental part of the melody and make up 

your mind about which vocal part will be for 

the chorus and which for the main verse. 

This step is not very important. You can 

always interchange the roles of verses and 

chorus. Just make sure that you have at 

least two distinct vocal melody lines for the 

song. This will make your song more 

interesting and colorful. 

 Now, as you have written all the melodic 

parts for the instrument and for vocals – you 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

68 
 

will be ready to write lyrics. Make sure that 

the lyrics are rhythmic along with the melody 

and that their tone is appropriate for the 

genre you have chosen. For example, do not 

write a lyric about birds, trees, flowers and 

beautiful nature if you are writing a metal 

rock song. Make sure that the topic for the 

lyrics is appropriate to the rhythm, melody 

line, vocals and all the emotions you will be 

expressing through your song. 

 Play your song several times and record it 

to see how it sounds 
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Now you can listen to your creation as it will 

be heard by others. You can record it and 

approach it critically from the outside party’s 

point of view. See if there are some mistakes or 
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irrelevant sounds. Polish the song and correct it 

for errors. 

 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! 

You are done! 
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 MY ROCK SONG EXAMPLE: “ALTERNATIVA” 

By Face Control 

LYRICS AND TAB OF ALTERNATIVA 
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ALTERNATIVA STRUCTURE 

This song was written within an hour, 

following the above provided step by step guide 

for writing rock songs. At first, I wrote the 

melody line which took me about 15 minutes. I 
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played many different random chords and chose 

two lines from there. The first line was a guitar 

part which is for the intro and for both verses. 

The second melody line was for the bridge and 

two choruses.  

Here, the chorus sounds more like a punk 

rock part. The rhythmic patter is chosen so that 

it makes the chorus punk, fast and live. The 

verse is played and sung so that it resembles 

industrial. 

The structure of the song is pretty simple: 

 Intro 

 Verse1 

 Bridge 

 Chorus1 

 Verse 2 

 Chorus 

 Guitar Solo 
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See how I included all the traditional rock 

elements in the structure. Nothing new; 

however, if you listen to it – the song sounds 

special.  

Note that guitar part is also pretty simple to 

play and the tone and topic of the lyrics are 

relevant for the punk rock and industrial genres. 

 

MELODY LINE OF ALTERNATIVA 

The melody line is also very simple. Both of 

the verses have the same melody line and they 

are played only in the G chord. However, the 

manner of the vocal part and the guitar picking 

type compensate for including only the one 

chord. Vocals and guitar picking types make the 

part interesting and fun to listen. Indeed, most of 

the time, if you choose a very simple melody line 

(for example, using only one or two chords), 

then you should compensate for it with a more 



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

75 
 

catchy and interesting rhythmic part, vocals or 

instrumental picking style. This is to make sure 

that the song remains interesting for the listener. 

The chorus of the song is also very simple 

from the melody perspective. It is based on the 4 

simple chords: C, G, Bb and F. Here, the 

sequence of those chords makes the part sound 

punk. Also, the rhythm plays a big part in 

furthering this purpose. 

To be honest, writing this song was a very 

simple task. I did not even strain my brains or 

try hard. The song came like a gift. However, the 

difficult part was to play it in the band. Choosing 

the right sounds, arrangements, and rhythms 

and rearranging the structure was not easy. 

However, this is a story for another time.   

This e-Book has revealed all the important 

secrets and tricks for writing your own rock 

songs. Simply get familiarized with the lessons 

learned from the song analysis part of this e-



"How To Write a Rock Song" 
HowExpert Press 

_____________________________________________ 
 

76 
 

Book and follow the simple instructions and you 

will be well on your way to writing your own 

songs.  

Remember: 

ALWAYS  USE  YOUR  OWN IMAGINATION AND   

CREATIVITY 
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o Learn how to play bass guitar and amaze 

people with your new bass playing ability. 
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o Learn how to play the electric guitar quickly, 

easily, and affordably and impress your 

friends and family with your new found 

talent. 
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