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INTRODUCTION 

 

In this guide, I will use all my drawings to teach you how to draw manga style 

characters. 

My drawings were drawn from looking at other manga drawings out there. I often 

draw manga characters based on other characters out there because I think that is a 

good way for someone to learn the basic techniques. 

As I have mentioned, the drawings that you will see here were not copied 

EXACTLY line for line and dot for dot, but I'm hoping you will see that I drew the 

character as close to the original as possible. 

My drawings are not perfect, since I believe every artist should continually to 

improve their craft, but I am proud to say that I am satisfied with them. 

Drawing is a learning process and I think all artists are continuously learning as 

long as they are drawing, which is why I am also encouraging you to practice drawing 

every day, like me! 
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What Is Manga 

 

Manga basically means “comics” or “comic books” in Japanese, so if you do not 

know how to read Japanese, whenever you see the following: (Kanji: 漫画, hiragana: 

まんが, Katakana: マンガ), these mean “Manga”. But due to its popularity, people 

nowadays refer to “manga” and “anime” as anything that is drawn Japanese-style, with 

“anime” being the cartoons and “manga” referring to the comics.  

So what is this Japanese-style that makes manga characters unique? In my 

opinion, and I think most people would agree with me on this, would be the following: 

 

 Big eyes - especially the women. Big eyes make women and animals cuter. 

 Hair - Hairstyles are usually pointy or outrageous, sometimes impossible, which 

make them look cool. 

 Chibi - I just learned that this means “small child” or “short person” in Japanese. 

Chibi drawings make the character look like a small child. All the features are 

simplified and often, the head is almost as large as the body. Characters are 

often drawn this way to make them look cuter. 

 Costumes - Like the hair, costumes, uniforms and dresses oftentimes look 

impossible and impractical, but this is what makes it look cool.  

 

These are only some which can be noticed immediately, there are so many 

others that you will learn once you try to copy the art of different manga artists. 

However, not all manga art are “extreme”. A lot of artists still stick to realistic 

looking characters, but to get that “manga/anime look”, a lot of artists use the following: 
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 Simple features - this does not mean eyes are just dots etc. The artist will do that 

if he wants to, but basically this means only drawing lines and shading that are 

absolutely necessary to make the feature recognizable. 

o A good example would be the lips. Human lips are usually shaded red to 

brown. Manga artists usually only draw lines to draw the mouth.    

 Action lines - That’s what I call lines, patterns, sometimes words which are drawn 

around the character which helps give an impression of movement or emotion. 

This is something that I won’t be discussing here. 

 

Drawing Materials Explained 

Manga is usually drawn black and white but it wouldn’t hurt for you to use color. 

It’s also a good way to practice your coloring skills, which is a different thing altogether. 

You can use almost ANY drawing tool/material you want but beginners might 

want to get a good pencil and a good pen before moving onto other art materials. 

 

For the drawings on this guide, I used the following: 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black ballpoint pen (for outlining) 

 Coloring pencils (you can use any coloring materials) 
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Tips Before Getting Started 

Okay, a few tips before getting started... 

Find a good place to draw! This is very important. Your environment will affect 

how long you will be able to draw. 

Find a place with good lighting; you need to take care of your eyes. Play some 

music if you like but make sure that nothing in the room will distract you. Some people 

like to draw while snacking but I would not advise it. Your hands might get dirty and you 

run the risk of smudging or spilling your drink on your drawing. 

You may think drawing does not do anything to your body but it does. Chances 

are you will be sitting for hours, bent over your drawing. This will make your back and 

your neck tense and painful. 

If you have a drawing table like artists in the studio use, that’s great. If you don’t 

have one, just try finding a table with a nice flat surface and a chair of the right height to 

match it. 

The table should not be too high nor too low. But then again you might feel 

comfortable drawing in another position, say curled up in a couch. I prefer to draw on a 

small table, seated Indian-style. Do whatever makes you feel comfortable.  

If you’re a complete beginner, your hands WILL get tired easily, but you will build 

stamina if you practice every day. 

 

Quick Tip: Whenever you feel a bit of pain in your hands or wrist, do these 

exercises. 

 Stand up and shake your hands and arms to release the tension and to get the 

blood flowing. 

 Stretch your back and move your neck a bit if you feel it tensing up. 
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 Take a 15-20 minute break after a few hours of drawing. You’ll find that you’ll be 

able to draw for longer periods if you do this.  
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LESSON 1 – HOW TO DRAW THE 

MANGA EYES 

 

When you say anime, the first thing that will come into mind is the big eyes of 

most manga characters. 

In this lesson I will demonstrate a few ideas on how to draw eyes, manga style.  

 

Drawing materials used: 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and pointers 

These patterns may be hard to follow but hopefully it will give you an idea on how 

to start drawing the eyes. 

Since there are a lot of styles available when it comes in drawing anime eyes, 

you will have to experiment mainly on the shape and thickness of the eyelashes, the 

size of the iris and the amount of reflection.  
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Step-by-Step Instructions on How to 

Draw Clamp-Style Eyes 

 

 

1. Lightly draw a pentagon. This will be your pattern for the eye’s upper and lower 

borders. Then draw an oval shaped or a circle (in the middle or side, depends on 

your character’s angle), it will be your pattern for the eyeballs.  

2. Then draw a circle in the corner, inside the eyeball (or you can also add a small 

oblong on the lower opposite side). This will be your eye’s highlights or the eye’s 

lightest part. 

3. This time we’re going to add the pupil and other details. Always remember to put 

a shadow at the upper part of the pupil. So, just simply draw a “U” bubble 

lettering in the middle. That will give you pupil and the shadow to shade later on. 

4. Now that you have the pattern, all you need to do is to put shape and curves. 

Then erase the unnecessary lines.  

5. Outline and darken the important details. Darken the upper and lower borders of 

the eye. Then color the pupil and the shadow black. Lastly, color the letter “U” 

bubble lettering any color that you like. 
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Step-by-Step Instructions on How to 

Draw Simple Anime Eyes 
 

 

1. Draw an oval shape or a circle (in the middle or side, depends on your 

character’s angle), it will be your pattern for the eyeballs. Then draw a curved 

horizontal line with a hook on the other end (this is where will you put the 

eyelashes) This will be the eye’s upper and lower brim. 

2. Then draw a circle in the corner, inside the eyeball (you can also add a small 

oblong or a small circle on the lower opposite side). This will be your eye’s 

highlights or the eye’s lightest part. 
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3. This time we’re going to add the pupil and other details. Always remember to put 

a shadow at the upper part of the pupil. So, just simply draw a “U” bubble 

lettering in the middle. That will give you pupil and the shadow to shade later on. 

4. Now that you have the pattern, all you need to do is to put shape and curves. 

Then erase the unnecessary lines. 

5. Outline and darken the important details. Darken the upper and lower borders of 

the eye. Then color the pupil and the shadow black. Lastly, color the letter “U” 

bubble lettering any color that you like. 

 

Here is an example on how to draw or apply clamp’s eye pattern. In this 

example, just focus on the eyes. We will tackle other details later. 

 

 You can actually draw eyes without using any of these patterns given. Now that 

you have the idea on how to do it, you can now start making eyes of different shapes, 

colors and sizes.
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LESSON 2 – HOW TO DRAW THE 

MANGA FACE 

 

In this lesson we’re going to focus on how the draw a face manga style. I chose 

the simplest image and pattern for you to follow. This is also the face I usually pattern I 

use. 

 

Drawing materials used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 Coloring pencils (you can use any coloring materials) 

 

Tips and pointers 

This face pattern will help you balance your character’s eyes and face shape. 

Define your space then divide them. Lightly draw the pattern first, darken it when you 

think you’ve got the shapes correctly. 

By doing this, you will avoid ruining the paper with heavy erasures and it will 

make your drawing much neater. 
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Step-by-Step Instructions 
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1. Lightly draw a circle or oval shaped (egg shaped). This will serve as you pattern 

for the face’s shape. 

 

Face Pattern and Shape 

2. Then put a vertical line in the middle (or depending on the pictures angle). This 

will be your divider. This line will also help you identify where to put the nose and 

lips. 

 

Vertical Line 

3. After drawing a vertical line, draw two horizontal lines (Parallel lines. You can 

also draw curved horizontal lines, but that depends on the character’s angle or 

posture). These horizontal lines will help you indentify where to put the 

character's eyes. (I’ve been using these face patterns for years and these 

patterns are really helpful for me.) 



“How to Draw Manga” 

HowExpert Press 

 

18 
 

 

Horizontal Lines 

4. On the lower part of the circle, the end of the vertical line that you put on the 

middle, it will serve as the point of the chin. Then you can start shaping the form 

of the face. 

5. After outlining the face, start drawing the eyes, the nose and the lips in their 

boxes. Then simply apply eye patterns (Lesson 1). You can divide the boxes 

further if you are having a hard time estimating the correct position. You can then 

use these grid lines to help you maintain proportion and position. 

6. Erase the unnecessary lines. Then outline and darken the important lines and 

details, using a black pen. I just followed the finalized outlines that I made. So, 

make sure that everything is set before you outline it using a pen. 

7. In coloring: You can use any coloring materials of your choice or you can just put 

proper shadings on your drawing. I like using colored pencils for coloring; it’s 

easy to use... And you can avoid color smudges. In coloring don’t leave any 

spaces, make sure that you will fill up the whole image with color. Try to add 

shadings to make it more pleasing for the eyes, to make it more realistic. 

 

Once you become familiar on how to draw the face and where to put the 

features, you can start making your own unique character by trying out a combination of 

different eye nose and hair patterns. 



“How to Draw Manga” 

HowExpert Press 

 

19 
 

LESSON 3 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

HEADS 
 

Drawing manga heads can be really complicated for beginners. I suggest that 

you to try and draw your favorite manga characters. This will give you ideas on how to 

draw heads. Alternatively, you can also use these as simple patterns.  

 

 
Sample Head Patterns 
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Drawing materials used: 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers: 

Practice adding shades or shadows on your drawings. Shadings contribute a lot 

in establishing your character’s angle.   

You can also copy your favorite manga characters, this will also give you idea 

how to draw manga heads (in different angles) and where to put the shadows/shades. 

For face and head pattern: circle or round face patterns are often used for 

drawing chibi (cute little characters) and kids, while the oval shaped patterns are for 

drawing adult manga characters.  
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Step-by-Step Instructions 
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1. Draw a circle or an oval. This will serve as a pattern for the face’s outline. We are 

going to use the same patterns used for drawing manga faces. 

 

Face Outlines 

2. Then, draw a vertical line on the middle of the circle. (Or you can draw a curved 

line down the center. This will depend on the character’s angle.) This vertical line 

will help you identify the center of the face and it will also help you locate where 

to put the nose. 

 

Where to put the Vertical line 

3. Then draw a horizontal line (The pattern will look like a cross. You can draw 

curved lines, but again this will depend on the character’s angle.), then add 

another horizontal line under it. These horizontal lines will help you identify where 

to put the character’s eyes and will also help you determine how big the eyes will 

be. 
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Where to put the Horizontal Lines 

4. The lower part of the vertical line will be the character’s chin. From there you can 

start forming your character’s face outline.  

  

5. To clean the drawing up, erase the unnecessary lines.  Lastly, add some shading 

to make it more realistic. Shadings will help you emphasize your character’s 

posture and angle. 
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LESSON 4 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

HAIR 

 

Hairstyles can contribute a lot in portraying your character’s attitude. This is also 

one of the reasons why manga and anime characters have outrageous hairstyles. 

Drawing manga hair can be quite hard, but you can always start by drawing simpler 

ones.  Here are some samples of simple manga hairstyles that you can start with. 

 

Simple Manga Hairstyles 

Now that you have an idea on how to draw a simple hairstyle. We can move on 

to adding lines and details to your drawing. This will help make the hair look a bit more 

realistic.  
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Drawing materials used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
Try to visualize your hair blowing in the wind. This will give you an idea on how 

you can draw your character’s hair in the direction and angle that you want.  

As you may notice, manga and anime characters always have highlights on their 

hair (especially on the crown part of the head).  

 

Step-by-Step Instructions 
1. First use the pattern for drawing manga faces or heads.  

 

Head/Face Pattern 
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2. Outline the face and then add your character’s eyes and lips. (You can follow the 

patterns for drawing the eyes or you can also apply your own style) 

 

3. Then try to draw a simple outline of the hair.  

 

Simple Hair Outline 

4. Now its time to add lines and other details for the hair. You will have two options 

to make your character’s hair look realistic: Drawing thin and thick lines 

(shadings) give an impression of depth. You can use this for black and white 
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drawings. You can also use this technique along with any coloring materials you 

want.  

5. After adding lines and details. You can now clean up your drawing, erase the 

unnecessary lines. 
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LESSON 5 – HOW TO DRAW THE 

MANGA BODY 

 

Now that you know how do draw the eyes, the face and the hair (manga style), 

let us now focus on how to draw full body manga/anime characters. You need to focus 

on maintaining the body’s proportion. I will provide the simplest pattern for you to follow.  

 

Drawing materials used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 Coloring pencils (you can use any coloring materials) 

 

Tips and pointers 

For beginners, I suggest you start with images of anime/manga characters that 

don’t use perspective distortion or does not give an impression of motion. 

Once you have the idea on how to draw anime characters in full body, you will 

begin to recognize the typical proportion of each body part. It will be easier once 
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estimating the proportions become natural to you. You’ll need a lot of patience in this 

lesson.  
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Step by Step Instructions 

  

 

1. Let’s use circles as a guide or a marker for the joints. For the head use the same 

pattern that we use in lesson 2 (face pattern). I find it easier to draw the shapes 
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of body parts first, then add the shape of the clothing later. This pattern will also 

determine the pose of the character that you’re going to draw. 

2. Draw a vertical line which will serve as your character’s spine. This line will also 

depend on your character’s posture and angle. 

3. Draw three horizontal lines on the vertical line. The longest horizontal line on the 

top will be the character’s shoulder, while the second and the third horizontal 

lines will be the character’s waist. 

4. Connect lines to the circles or draw lines to complete our full body structure. 

 

5. Now that we have our full body structure, it’s time to add shape and curves. 

(While for the hands I just copied it since I am not really good in drawing the 

hands. The hands are usually the hardest part to draw because it has a lot of 

joints) 

6. You can now start drawing the character’s face, clothing, and accessories. If the 

clothing/accessory is big or is overlapping your pattern, that’s fine. Just try make 

it look more realistic. If you can add 3d figures, that will be great. 

7. Outline and darken the important lines and details. Erase the unnecessary lines. 
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8. In coloring: You can use any coloring materials of your choice or you can just put 

proper shadings on your drawing.  

 

Drawing manga characters in full body can be really hard, it will take a lot of time 

and practice. It you are having difficulty with a particular part, you can draw clothing of a 

different shape over it temporarily, but don’t use this as an excuse to cover up stuff you 

can’t draw all the time. 

Practice it again and again whenever you have the opportunity. 
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LESSON 6 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

HANDS 

 

Drawing manga hands is by far the most complicated part in drawing a manga 

character. As you may have noticed, our hands have quite a number of joints and 

segments which can point in different directions at ones. This is what makes drawing 

hands so difficult. In this lesson, I will teach you how to draw manga hands, but we will 

start with the simplest and basic pattern. 

 

Drawing Materials Used 
 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
Practice the simple patterns used in this lesson. Try experimenting on drawing 

different hand forms and angles. This will help you improve your skills.  

Imagine and observe your hands or other manga hands in different position and 

angles; this will give you more idea on how to draw manga hands in different angles. 

You can also draw and copy manga hands, this will also help you in developing 

your own style in drawing manga hands.  
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Step-by-Step Instructions 

 

Hands 
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How To Draw Manga Hands (Palm up and Palm down): 

1. Draw a vertical line. This line will help you identify the center of the hand and it 

will serve as the location of the middle finger as well.  

 

Vertical Line 

2. After drawing a vertical line, draw an oval or an egg shape. Make sure that the 

vertical line that you drew is in the middle. 

 

Oval Pattern 
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3. At the bottom of the oval, draw a circle for the wrist. Then draw a slanted oblong 

beside the circle or the wrist. This will be your guide for the thumb.  

 

Application of wrist and thumb to the hand pattern 

4. Now it’s time to divide the oval into four. In dividing the oval, your guidelines will 

be the lines on your fingers or where the joints are located.  

 

Hand Pattern (Divided) 
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5. After dividing the oval, you need to draw a skeleton (wire frame) with circles as 

joints. This will also help you locate the joints and folds. 

 

Wire frame 

6. Another helpful way to draw manga hands is by imagining the finger segments as 

hollow tubes. These tubes will help you know how thick or wide the fingers will 

be. 
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7. Now that you have the full hand pattern it’s time to smooth out the lines and 

erase all the unnecessary lines. 

8. Don’t forget to draw details such as nails, folds and palm lines. These patterns 

can be used both palm up and palm down.  

 
Palm Up 

 

Palm Down 
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How To Draw Manga Hands (Fists): 

1. Use the same method used for drawing manga hands (palm up and palm down) 

2. You can start by drawing a box or a circle. I prefer using box as a pattern, like on 

the sample image. Drawing a box will make it easier for you to add angles and 

three dimensional effects on your drawing. Then draw a horizontal line that will 

divide the palm and the fingers. After dividing, try to imagine or look at your fist 

and add a three dimensional effect on your drawing.  

3. After dividing the fist, it is time for you to draw a skeleton or the wire frame. 

 

Fist Pattern & Wire Frame 

4. If you want to draw a fist in front view, it will be easier for you to imagine the 

fingers as segmented hollow tubes. It will be easier for you to draw the finger’s 

size and shape. 
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Fist with Hollow Tubes 

5. Moving on, after drawing the wire frame it’s time for you to smooth out the lines 

and erase all the unnecessary lines. 
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LESSON 7 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

CLOTHES 

 

Drawing manga clothes can be slightly complicated for beginners, because you 

need to make your drawing look realistic and you also need to emphasize your 

character’s figure. In this lesson I will teach you how to draw or add basic folds on your 

character’s clothes, which contributes to the shape and life to your drawing.  

 

Here are some examples of basic folds that you can try: 

 

Basic Folds 
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Drawing Materials Used 
 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
It will be better if you try and draw your favorite characters first, this should be 

enough to give you an idea where to locate the folds (if the clothes are pulled up or 

pulled down). After that, you can start visualizing your favorite manga characters or 

even your own clothing. This will also give you more ideas on how to draw folds. 

Folds are located where the clothing is being stretched or pulled (pulled up and 

pulled down). Folds can be usually seen on the sleeves, skirts, and pants.  

Folds will help bring out your character’s gender, attitude, shape and curves.  It 

will also make your drawing look more realistic. Always remember, that the clothes 

should emphasize the character’s figure. 
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Step-by-Step Instruction: 

   
1. Assuming that you are already done drawing the patterns and the body structure, 

you can now start drawing the character’s face, accessories, and clothing. 

2. Clothing without adding folds and lines will make your drawing look plain and 

dull.  We will now start adding folds, to make the clothes look a bit realistic.  

3. Make sure that you use the right folds in the right places. It is important for you to 

know where to put the folds. 

 

Skirt 
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4. Don’t forget the body details. There should be folds on or near the chest, waist, 

arms, and legs. Let the folds will emphasize your character’s shape and curves.  

For numbers 3 and 4, try to visualize your favorite manga character’s clothes. 

This method will give you ideas where to apply the folds and the shades. 

 

Blouse 

5. You can also try adding shades to your drawing. Shades will make your drawing 

livelier and more realistic.  

6. Lastly, erase all the unnecessary lines, then outline your finalized drawing using 

a black pen or any drawing materials that you want.  
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LESSON 8 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

FEMALES 

 

Now that you already know how to draw manga-style bodies (Lesson 5), we will 

now focus more on how to draw manga-style female bodies in this section. Here we are 

going to focus on adding figure and curves to our drawing.  

 

Drawing materials used 
 H pencil (for drafting and patters) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
Try to draw your favorite female manga characters first. You can copy their style 

first, so that you can acquire ideas on how to draw female figures. Once you get used to 

it, you can start drawing female figures using your own style.  
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Step-by-Step Instructions 

 
How To Draw the Body Pattern 

  

How To Complete the Female Manga Figure 
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1. Use the patterns for drawing the manga body (Lesson 5). Draw a straight vertical 

line (Or draw a curved vertical line. This will depend on your character’s angle.)  

2. Next, add 3 horizontal lines. These horizontal lines will help you identify where to 

position the character’s shoulder, waist, and hips. (This is where you will apply 

the shapes and curves.) 

3. Draw circles on your pattern where the joints are located. These circles will serve 

as our markers for the joints.  

4. Connect the lines to the circles or just simply draw lines to complete the body 

structure. 

5. Now that the body structure is complete, proceed adding the shapes and curves. 

In drawing the female figure, you need to bring out your character’s femininity. 

Try to emphasize on the hips, waists, and breasts. (I suggest you to copy your 

favorite manga characters first, so that you will have the idea how to emphasize 

these parts.) 

6. After adding the shapes and curves, you can now draw your character’s face, 

accessories and clothing.  Apply the methods used in Lesson 7 (How To Draw 

Manga Clothes) 

7. Lastly, erase all unnecessary lines. Then start outlining your drawing using a 

black pen or any drawing material that you want.  
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LESSON 9 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

MALES 

 

Drawing male figures can be a bit easier than drawing female figures, because in 

drawing simple male figures you don’t have to worry about adding shapes and curves. 

In this lesson I will teach you how to draw simple manga male figures.  

 

Drawing Materials Used 
 H pencil (for drafting and patters) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers  
A lot of male manga characters have thin or small bodies, which makes drawing 

them a lot easier. You don’t have to worry about drawing muscles and other 

complicated parts. Muscular manga characters will have to be tackled in more 

advanced studies.  

Observing your favorite manga character is a big help as well, because this will 

give you more ideas on how to draw male figures and this will also allow you to create 

your own styles and techniques. 
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Step-by-Step Instructions 

 
How To Draw the Body Pattern 

  

How To Complete the Male Manga Figure 
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1. Use the patterns for drawing the manga body (Lesson 5). First, draw a vertical 

line which will serve as your character’s spine. This line will also depend on your 

character’s posture.  

2. Draw three horizontal lines on the vertical line. The longest horizontal line on the 

top will be the character’s shoulder, while the second and the third horizontal 

lines will be the character’s waist. 

3. Put circles on the parts where the joints are located. These circles will be your 

marker for the joints. 

4. Draw and connect the lines until you complete the body structure. 

5. Now that you have the full body structure, it’s time to add shapes and curves to 

the body. You can also start drawing your character’s face. Male figures are 

broader than female figures. Always remember that male shoulders and necks 

are typically broader.  

6. You can also start drawing your character’s accessories and clothing. In this 

section, you need to apply the appropriate accessory and clothing to your 

character.  Apply the methods used in Lesson 7 (How To Draw Manga Clothes) 

7. After drawing the accessories and clothing, erase the unnecessary lines and 

outline the finalized drawing using a black pen or any drawing material you want.  
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LESSON 10 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

COUPLES 

 

Now that you have the idea on how to draw female and male figures, it’s time to 

apply those methods by drawing your favorite manga couples. This will also give you 

ideas on how to draw manga characters in full figure and in different angles. 

 

Drawing Materials Used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patters) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
Drawing manga couples is just a variation on how we draw manga bodies, with 

the same patterns and same methods used. All you need to do is to show that the 

character’s that you draw are couples or lovers. This can be quite hard, because you 

will have to draw characters in different poses, angles, facial expressions and gestures 

showing their love for each other (such as holding hands, dancing, kissing, and hugging 

each other). 

Most artists apply blush effects on their character’s cheeks, because pinkish 

cheeks will make the character look more in love.  
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Step-by-Step Instruction 
 

     
 

   
How To Draw Manga Couples 
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1. Use the patterns for drawing the manga body (Lesson 5) and then follow the 

steps used for how to draw female and male figures.   

2. Make sure that both characters are well proportioned (depending on the angle).  

3. You also need to draw lines and details to emphasize your character’s gender. 

These lines and details will also make your drawing look a bit realistic.  

4. Most of the time the characters will be touching each other. Since a bit of 

depression will be present on the part of the body that is in contact, try to shade it 

appropriately.  

5. To make your drawing look good, try to draw other important details such as 

shades, folds, thick and thin lines. 

6. Erase all the unnecessary lines, then outline your drawing using a black pen or 

any drawing materials you want. 
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LESSON 11 - HOW TO DRAW MANGA 

CHARACTERS  

 

Drawing manga characters is really hard especially for the beginners, because 

most of the mangas are known for it’s perspective drawings with action lines and etc., 

which makes the images looks more complicated to draw.  

Now that you have the ideas on how to draw manga, it’s time to apply those 

methods and make your own manga characters or you can just simply draw your 

favorite manga characters.  

 

Drawing Materials Used 
 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6b pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and Pointers 
Draw your favorite manga characters. This will help improve your drawing skills 

and also help develop your own technique and style in drawing manga characters.  

A lot of times I don’t really use patterns in drawing my own manga characters. I 

just let my imagination work. I rely more on visualization. I usually start drawing the 

character’s eyes, because it is easy for me. I also know some people prefer starting 
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their drawing from the character’s face or cheeks but most find it helpful to follow 

patterns like these.  

You can actually draw the full body figure first. After that, depending on the angle 

that you want, you can just adjust the shape and size of your character’s body. 

In this lesson, we are going to use a single point perspective, which should be 

enough to give you an idea on how to draw characters in perspective angles. Single 

point perspective is slightly easy to follow and I suggest you to try using this pattern.  

What is single point perspective? Single perspective are parallel lines that meet 

or come together at a single point, forming like a triangle. This is usually used in 

drawing buildings and people.  

 

Step-by-Step Instructions 
1. Draw a triangle. The pointed end of the triangle will be your vanishing point, or 

the farthest distance, while the widest part of the triangle will be the 

closest/nearest. This triangle will be your guide for your character’s shape and 

size. 

 

Triangle 
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2. Now it’s time to apply the pattern that we used for drawing the manga body. 

Draw the pattern on the center of the triangle. 

 

With Pattern 

3. After drawing the pattern, you need to add circles to set the position of the joints.  

 

Locating Joints 
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4. Draw and connect the lines until you complete the body structure. Always 

remember that if you’re using this single perspective pattern, you will need to 

adjust the size of the body parts accordingly. Using the triangle will give you a 

three dimensional angle. The pointed end of the triangle will be the farthest part. 

 

Full Body Pattern 

5. Now that your manga character is in the angle that you want, it’s time to draw 

your character’s face, accessories, and clothing. Apply the methods used for 

drawing manga clothes (Lesson 7). 

6. Don’t forget to add some action lines, shadows, and other details to make you 

drawing look more realistic. 

7. Erase all the unnecessary lines, then outline the finalized drawing using a black 

pen or any drawing materials you want.  
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LESSON 12 – HOW TO DRAW 

REALISTIC MANGA CHARACTERS 

 

In this lesson we’re going to focus about realistic manga characters and its 

body’s proportion. 

 

Drawing materials used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 

Tips and pointers 

You can use the same pattern used in lesson 5 (full body pattern) but in this 

lesson you need to focus about the character’s body details and proportion, to make it 

realistic. 
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Step-by-Step Instructions 

 

1. Lightly draw or use the patterns given in lesson 2 to 5. 

2. Follow the same steps in drawing full body pattern (Lesson 5) Use circles as 

markers for the joints. Then connect lines to the circles to complete the pattern. 

3. Now that you have the body’s structure it’s time to add figures and shapes. Just 

try to make it more realistic. 

4. For the character’s face details, it will be a little bit different. Instead of putting a 

small line for the character’s nose and lips, you need to add more details to make 

it realistic, add shape and curves. 

5. Once that you are finished in refining your sketch. Erase the unnecessary lines. 

Outline and darken the important lines and details carefully, using a pen. Then 

don’t forget to add shadows, this will help make your drawing look more realistic. 
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6. In drawing a realistic manga character, you need to focus on every detail of your 

character’s body, from head to toe. Shading is also important; it makes your 

drawing look more realistic… more real. 
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LESSON 13 – HOW TO DRAW CUTE 

MANGA CHARACTERS 

 

Lastly, Let us now focus on how to draw these cute and cuddly anime characters. 

Characters drawn like this are called “chibi”.  

 

Drawing materials used 

 H pencil (for drafting and patterns) 

 6B pencil (for outlining) 

 Eraser 

 Black pen (for outlining) 

 Coloring pencils (you can use any coloring materials) 

 

Tips and pointers 

Drawing a chibi character is a lot easier than drawing a full body anime character 

(Lesson 5 and 11) because you don’t have to focus much about its proportion and other 

details. 

Just try to make it look cute and squishy because that is the point of drawing a 

chibi character. 
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Step-by-Step Instructions 

  

  

1. Let’s start using the face pattern (Lesson 2), but try to make it bigger, since the 

head of chibi characters are always big. Then draw an oblong shaped or oval 

shaped pattern for the body. Try to make it look like a plushie or a stuff toy. 
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2. The character that I copied is wearing a big hat, which is why I drew a curved 

horizontal line at the top of the face pattern. 

3. Now that you have your pattern for making a chibi character, it’s time to add the 

face, clothing and other accessories. For the eyes, try to use our eye patterns 

(Lesson 1). Remember chibi eyes are always big or usually bigger than normal 

anime eyes that you usually draw. 

4. Outline and darken the important lines and details. Erase the unnecessary lines. 

5. In coloring: You can use any coloring materials of your choice or you can just put 

proper shadings on your drawing.  

 

When you say chibi you really need to make it cute. You need to focus on how to 

make it cute and cuddly.  It’s doesn’t really matter if the body is not in proportion. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Now that I’ve given you a few pointers how to draw manga-style characters, all 

you need to do now is to put everything into practice and enhance your skills. 

While it is good practice to copy drawings, it is also important for you to try and 

apply your own style. Just let your imagination and creativity work! You’ll also need to 

be open for comments and suggestions, so that you’ll know what areas you need to 

improve on. 

Making mistakes is part of the learning process. It is also a good idea to join art 

forum sites (such as http://www.deviantart.com), or any organization where you and 

other artists can discuss each other’s work. You’ll gain more knowledge and experience 

this way. 

You also must be patient and optimistic because learning how to draw manga 

well can take months (or even years!) of practice. 

If you really want to improve this skill then practice more, always think that you 

can do it.  The more you practice, the more your skill improves! It’s never too late to go 

on and continue. 

Lastly, the most important thing that you need is to have a fierce passion for 

drawing manga. If you really like what you are doing, practice won’t feel like work and 

you’ll constantly be pushing yourself to produce better results. 

You can really see and feel an artist’s true emotions through his drawings and 

you can also tell if he or she is interested or not by the way the artist drawings his/her 

painting. Passion is what brings color and life to an artist’s drawing. 

So as long as you have a strong passion for drawing manga, then you will 

succeed in drawing amazing manga pictures. 

http://www.deviantart.com/
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