J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust
GRANTS AWARDED IN 2022

The J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust is a charitable fund established in the memory of Kirby Simon, a Foreign Service Officer who died in 1995 while serving in Taiwan.  The Trust is committed to expanding the opportunities for community service, professional fulfillment and personal well-being of Foreign Service Officers and Specialists and their families.  The Trust has been funded with contributions from Kirby Simon’s colleagues, friends and relatives and other persons interested in the purposes of the Trust.  The trustees are present or former members of the Foreign Service – State Department community and Kirby Simon’s mother.

The Trust invited proposals for the support of projects initiated and carried out by Foreign Service personnel or members of their families, or by other U. S. Government employees employed at American diplomatic posts abroad. We received 38 proposals and funded 20. Grants ranged from $500 to $5,305 for a total of $51,502.

The following pages describe the projects supported by the Trust in 2022, drawing on material provided in the applications. 

ALGERIA (Algiers), Create a community garden in an unused plot of land, $3,909, proposed by Emily Hogue and Cecille Jones, eligible family members of Consular Officers.

Many neighborhoods in Algiers suffer from lack of trash removal and weak policies on littering; as a result, many empty lots are filled with trash and remain so for months or years. The city’s population also suffers from poor nutrition, low dietary diversity, and food insecurity. In particular, many young children do not receive an adequately diverse and nutritious diet. This project seeks to address both of those concerns by working with a local non-profit environmental organization, Association Torba, to reclaim an unused plot of land to construct a community garden, which will provide access to nutritious foods, a small source of household income, and a safe, beautified area.
ANGOLA (Cacuaco), Provide school supplies to 170 children, $1,535, proposed by Lorena Ulloa, eligible family member of Deputy Chief of Mission.
The Associação Felicidade na Dor (FENADOR) is a non-profit association in Cacuaco, a town adjacent to the capital city of Angola. FENADOR has over 150 members—people with disabilities mostly caused by polio, war, and accidents—and they provide education and training to promote the dignity of people with disabilities in Angola. The applicants, who have previously worked with FENADOR to find outlets for the sales of members’ handicrafts, will provide school supplies for first- through sixth-graders who would otherwise have no access to education, due to the lack of public schools and of valid identification for the students. FENADOR’s major impact has been in changing the mindset of their members to believe that they are useful members of society.
BENIN (Cotonou), Sports equipment to support local baseball teams, $1,650, proposed by Brian Covell, eligible family member of Consular Officer.
Baseball came to Benin about a decade ago, spurred by Americans and Beninese immigrants to the U.S. who began teaching local kids in Benin how to play. The applicant, who has experience coaching baseball at the college level in the U.S., was invited by the head coach to join the coaching staff of the Beninese team. The fields where the team practices lack complete fencing, lockable gates, and were not designed for baseball. This project will provide backstops and bases to create more suitable practice fields.
BRAZIL (Rio de Janeiro), Create a dance studio and community garden at a children’s center, $2,443, proposed by Tyra Beaman and Jordan Wilson, Consular Officers, and Giovanni Valdez Jr., Marine Corps Security Guard Detachment.
Lar, Luz e Amor (“Home, Light and Love”), which was founded as an orphanage for some of Rio de Janeiro’s most vulnerable children, now serves as a children’s daycare center. In 2021, the center was days away from closing, as they faced the negative financial impacts of the pandemic, and the death of the center’s founder from COVID. For nearly a year, regular volunteers, including members of the Consulate community, have provided care for the center’s children, cooked meals, and kept the grounds clean. A 2021 donation from the J. Kirby Simon Trust helped to repair the leaky ceilings in two buildings that led to flooding and mold. This year, a group from the Consulate will use a grant to purchase flooring and mirrors to create a dance studio and gardening equipment and seeds to start a fruit and vegetable garden.
ECUADOR (Quito), Physical therapy equipment a to community center, $1,680, proposed by eligible family members Sarah Sonnonstine and Cate Fantozzi.
The Embassy has a longstanding relationship with Fundacíón Jonathan, a community center that provides children, seniors, and persons with disabilities living in extreme poverty with food, medical and dental care, and clothing. Past grants from the Kirby Simon Trust have helped the organization expand its footprint to include a recreational room used to serve meals, two physical therapy centers for adults and children with disabilities, and multiple bedrooms to temporarily house patients at local hospitals and their families. The new facility was named the J. Kirby Simon Community Center in honor of the support of the trust since 2015. The current grant will allow the center to purchase physical therapy equipment to allow therapists to serve persons with severe disabilities.
EL SALVADOR (San Salvador), Beach clean-up supplies $500, proposed by Edith Rudisile, eligible family member of Regional Medical Officer.
While El Salvador has beautiful beaches, they also contain trash, and in particular plastics that can be harmful to wildlife. The applicant has organized volunteer beach clean-up efforts in the past, which have collected 80 bags of trash in less than two hours. This grant will support future volunteer clean-up days by funding supplies such as buckets, gloves, and biodegradable trash bags.
GERMANY (Frankfurt), Activities at refugee center, $3,250, proposed by Jamie Fleischhacker, General Services Officer, and Bethany Edwards, eligible family member.

Since 2015, the Consulate has supported several local non-governmental organizations with support dozens of refugee families from multiple countries. The Consulate’s involvement has included weekly English lessons for children, bike repair workshops, community bike rides, trips to explore Frankfurt and the surrounding region, and events to celebrate notable holidays like Oktoberfest, Eid-al-Adha, and Persian New Year. Funds from the grant will support a variety of projects, such as creating a garden and play area, a celebration of Earth Day, and a gingerbread house workshop. The Consulate’s Outreach Committee, which supports these endeavors, is 83 members strong.

GUATEMALA (Baja Verapuz region), Build a water well in the village of El Zaral, $4100, proposed by Leah Evans and April Marcus, eligible family members of Public Affairs Officer and USAID employee, and Ana Lucia Matamba, Secretary to USAID Legal Advisor.

Guatemala has the fourth highest rate of chronic malnutrition in the world, with indigenous and rural populations particularly affected. There is limited capacity for public investment and no social safety net. Access to clean water is one of the first things that families in poverty speak of when looking for help for their communities. They often don’t have enough water for cooking, cleaning the house, and self-care. Having a water source within a village frees up time for women to do other things, including start and continue home based businesses. El Zaral is a village of 137 residents without electricity or running water, and women carry water from a well two miles up a steep hill. Local labor and embassy volunteers will clear and dig a well in the village. The applicants are connected to El Zaral through a handyman who works closely with many embassy families. 

LITHUANIA (Vilnius), Provide psychological and emotional support to refugees though art therapy programs, $3180, proposed by Cynthia Kesavan, Office Management Specialist at U.S. Embassy/Belarus Affairs Unit, John Bowermaster, Economic Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy/Belarus Affairs Unit, and Inna Bowermaster, eligible family member. 

The overwhelming and continued repression of political opposition, civil society, and independent media in Belarus by the Lukashenka regime since summer 2020 has forced Belarusian families to flee their homes en masse. More recently, tens of thousands of Ukrainians fleeing Russian aggression in their home country have arrived in Lithuania seeking shelter. The project in Vilnius aims to support refugees from Belarus and Ukraine through a series of art therapy classes.  The classes will be held at the Vilnius-based Belarusian NGO Razam center, which works with Belarusian and Ukrainian refugees.  The Razam center has welcomed refugees, usually mothers and their children, and provided support as they work to rebuild their lives. At the end of the three-month-long art therapy sessions, the art made during the sessions will be exhibited at the Ivan Lutskevich Museum, located within the Razam center’s premises. The project will provide much-needed psychological and emotional support to refugees who are trying to cope with start new lives in a new country.  

MALI (Bamako), Provide literacy and sewing classes for single mothers at Pensons à Demain, $1030, proposed by Melissa Howell and Sarah Morgan, eligible family members of Embassy Regional Security Officer and Regional Medical Officer. 

Mali is one of the poorest countries in the world, and more than half the population lives on less than $1.25 per day. Pensons à Demain (PAD), “Let’s Think About Tomorrow”, is a community-based organization in Bamako created in 2004 to assist at-risk youth, including young, unwed mothers, and improve literacy. Prior funding from the J. Kirby Simon Trust successfully supported 10 unwed mothers in a literacy and sewing program. The young women graduated in February 2022 and are now gainfully employed at tailor shops in Bamako. Renewed funding will expand the support offered during the ten-month literacy and sewing program to 15 young unwed mothers. During the program, the young mothers will be provided healthy meals, a place to stay (if necessary), assistance with post-natal care for their babies, and an internship at a tailor shop. At the end of the program, each woman receives a sewing machine so that she can get a job at a tailor shop and earn a living. 

MEXICO (Mazatlán), Provide stoves and a washer/dryer for Rancho de los niños orphanage, $1965, proposed by Heather Kasemeier, Special Consular Services Specialist.

Rancho de los niños (Ranch of the Children), an orphanage for disabled children located in Mazatlán, Sinaloa, Mexico, is one of only two facilities in the entire state of Sinaloa that offers specialized care, psychological support, physical therapy, education, and permanent housing for disabled children and young adults. The orphanage does not receive any funding from the Mexican government. Rancho de los niños accepts children up to 12 years old and currently provides permanent housing for 13 orphaned children and young adults with disabilities ranging from infantile paralysis to severe autism. In addition, the orphanage provides support to 30 children and adolescents who receive outpatient physical, psychological, and occupational therapy. Rancho de los niños needs everyday appliances to assist with the orphanage’s day to day functions. Funding will purchase three electric stoves, two washing machines, and two clothes dryers.

MEXICO (Tijuana), Provide school and art supplies for Casa Hogar de Immaculata orphanage, $2000, proposed by Ivy Roberts, eligible family member of US Embassy Information Programs Assistant, and Nicholas Bonasera, US Marine Corps Corporal. 

Casa Hogar de Immaculata, an orphanage located in Tijuana, Mexico, is home to 50 children. In the spirit of providing positive childhood experiences, the children have access to extracurricular activities like piano lessons, English lessons, dance classes, and soccer lessons. All the children attend local private schools and can stay at Casa Hogar until they receive their university degree. Providing each child with a private school education and post-secondary support is a significant burden for the orphanage. The U.S. Consulate in Tijuana began organizing groups of volunteers to visit the orphanage in the spring of 2021. Grant funds will be used for back-to-school supplies, arts and crafts activities that volunteers can bring to the orphanage when visiting, and food and supplies for a holiday party. 

MONGOLIA (Ulaanbaatar), Expand capacity and improve facility at Huurhun Zulzaga animal sanctuary and shelter, $4000, proposed by Rob Gudenkauf, Diplomatic Security Special Agent, and Kim Gudenkauf, eligible family member.

Mongolia’s historically nomadic population respects working animals, but has little culture of pet ownership and care. Working animals and abandoned pets roam freely and are not spayed or neutered. Numerous dogs and cats live on the streets and procreate during warmer months, then suffer and potentially freeze to death during the long, harsh winter of the coldest capital city on Earth. Members of the Embassy community have fostered and adopted several stray dogs and cats, but each animal saved is replaced by another. Through connections to local veterinarians and animal welfare groups, they identified a local partner shelter, Huurhun Zulzaga, to focus efforts toward long term change. The facility currently uses only part of its 8-acre lot, and there are not enough dog houses, and the existing houses are made from reclaimed materials insufficient for the harsh Mongolian winter. The applicants, working with American and Mongolian volunteers, will build 100 insulated dog houses, provide and install additional fencing and a system for collecting rainwater, and create an adoption program. 

MOROCCO (Casablanca), Upgrade orphanage kitchen, $3,500, proposed by Trevor Bowen, Marine Detachment Commander, and Kayla Sims, Community Liaison Officer.

The Dar Lamina Orphanage is part of a social welfare organization dedicated to helping children in difficult situations, and providing shelter and meals. Currently, the orphanage is home to 140 children but the current kitchen facilities are inadequate for the orphanage’s growing population. The grant will provide funds for a new gas range stove, cooking equipment and small appliances that are needed to prepare meals. The Consulate community has been involved with the orphanage since 2020 with consulate staff visiting the orphanage regularly.  Community members visit almost weekly to read, play sports and mentor orphanage children.  The applicants will select and purchase items and install the new gas range and continue to remain involved with the orphanage.

SERBIA (Belgrade), Provide school supply kits for orphans, $1500, proposed by Mikell Reed- Carroll and Daniel Carroll, eligible family members.

The Crown Princess Katherine Foundation has been working with orphanages in Serbia and Kosovo for over 20 years, helping provide school supplies for orphaned children. The applicants will purchase school supplies in bulk and the put together school supply kits for distribution by the Crown Princess Katherine Foundation. Each kit will include a backpack, pencil case, pencils, notebooks, sharpener, eraser, calculator, ruler and colored pencil markers or crayons.

SIERRA LEONE (Freetown). Promote conservation education, $2000, proposed by Kate Kigudde, Consular Section Chief.

Sierra Leone’s chimpanzee population is dwindling quickly due to deforestation and the bush meat trade caused by increasing village encroachment on natural habitat.  A survey completed in 2019 shows the species is critically endangered in the country. The grant will fund educational outreach from staff members of the Tacugama Chimpanzee sanctuary to meet with local residents and students to discuss issues surrounding bushmeat trafficking and deforestation. Funds will be used for posters, educational materials and support for travel and salaries during this educational outreach.  The applicant has been an active volunteer with the sanctuary and has prior experience with chimpanzee conservation in other countries.  She will be actively involved with the staff in building and participating in the presentations. 

SOUTH SUDAN (Juba), Provide solar powered water tank for orphanage, $5,305, proposed by Michelle Arter, Office Management Specialist.

The Confident Children Out of Conflict orphanage was established in 2007 on land owned by the Episcopal Church to care for Juba street children who had been orphaned or separated from their parents by the conflict created between South Sudanese rebels and Sudanese armed forces. When the 2013 Civil War erupted after South Sudan’s independence in July, 2011, the orphanage grew and now cares for 75 children. Members of the embassy community volunteer regularly at this orphanage. Due to its own pressing requirements for land, the Episcopal Church recently requested that the orphanage relocate to another site, which has required construction of new facilities. The grant will fund a small-scale solar system to electrify an already drilled bore hole on the site, as well as construct a water tower and tank.

UGANDA (Kampala), Provide supplies for Embassy volunteers who are upgrading facilities at a  child cancer center and a refugee center, $2,000, proposed by George Cornick, Community Liaison Officer.

Embassy Kampala encourages active volunteerism among its staff by offering a Volunteer Day as a way to promote community service while also building stronger relationships among American and Ugandan staff. The grant will provide funds for building materials and supplies and other expenses associated with Embassy Uganda’s volunteer day when Embassy community members will help restore facilities at Refuge and Hope (a refugee center) and Bless A Child (a children’s cancer center).  Both organizations have a long history of working with embassy volunteers. At Refuge and Hope, volunteers will work alongside refugees to repair furniture, paint rooms, and create a green space including vegetable garden. At Bless A Child, volunteers will build an outdoor oven, create a children’s library, paint facilities and also create a self-sustaining vegetable and fruit garden.

ZAMBIA (Lusaka), Provide solar pump benefiting orphaned elephants at national park, $4,000, proposed by Stephen Manders, eligible family member of Regional Medical Officer.

The David Shepard Foundation is building a Wildflife Discovery Center at Lusaka National Park to educate Zambians on the importance of wildlife conservation. As part of the center, orphaned elephants cared for by Lalai Elephants Rescue (a project sponsored by Game Rangers International) will be relocated to the park and included in the Discovery Center.  Most Zambians have never seen elephants before and are unaware of the fact that poachers seeking ivory have orphaned large numbers of baby elephants. The center will care for the baby elephants until they reach six years of age and then release them back into national parks.  As elephants require a great deal of water on a daily basis, the grant will provide a solar pump to provide water for the elephants when they are relocated. The applicant, an active volunteer with Game Rangers International, will oversee the installation of the solar pump and provide ongoing training of staff. 

ZIMBABWE (Harare), Provide a desktop computer, printer and accounting software to build organizational and financial management capacity at the Charltan School Trust, $1,455, proposed by  Massell Attaway, eligible family member of Assistant Regional Security Officer; Crystal Briden, eligible family member of Regional Medical Officer; Margaret Hishmeh, eligible family member of Public Diplomacy Officer; and Aja Stefanon, Deputy Economic  Chief.

The Charltan School Trust is a fledgling non-governmental organization that provides education, vocational training, psychosocial and safe house support to pregnant adolescents and teen mothers living on the outskirts of Harare. The trust receives no funding from the Zimbabwean government and relies on donor funds and fundraising activities conducted by volunteers. Embassy community members have been volunteering at the trust and are seeking to build the organizational and financial management capacity of the trust. The grant will provide a computer, printer and accounting software for improved budgeting and transparency in the reception and use of donor funds.



