J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust
GRANTS AWARDED IN 2020

The J. Kirby Simon Foreign Service Trust is a charitable fund established in the memory of Kirby Simon, a Foreign Service Officer who died in 1995 while serving in Taiwan.  The Trust is committed to expanding the opportunities for community service, professional fulfillment and personal well-being of Foreign Service Officers and Specialists and their families.  The Trust has been funded with contributions from Kirby Simon’s colleagues, friends and relatives and other persons interested in the purposes of the Trust.  The trustees are present or former members of the Foreign Service – State Department community and Kirby Simon’s parents.

The Trust invited proposals for the support of projects initiated and carried out by Foreign Service personnel or members of their families, or by other U. S. Government employees employed at American diplomatic posts abroad. The usual deadline of April 1 was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and moved to September 1 (after giving all applicants who submitted by April 1 the opportunity to revise or withdraw their proposals). We received 38 proposals and funded 24. (We also made one donation to another non-profit organization in honor of an applicant who died shortly before our board meeting.) Grants ranged from $872 to $5,000 for a total of $64,625.

The following pages describe the projects supported by the Trust in 2020, drawing on material provided in the applications.

CABO VERDE – Praia – Spay and neuter feral dogs and cats, $872, proposed by Sheryl DuPuis, office management specialist to the ambassador.
Cabo Verde previously dealt with its feral animal population with inhumane methods. The applicant will work with Bons Amigos, an organization that addresses the street animal population through neutering and educating the public. The project requested “four humane dog traps and four humane cat traps [to] improve the process of capturing feral street dogs and cats both more safely for volunteers and more humanely for the animals.” The applicant noticed that a previous neutering campaign was slowed down by the amount of time needed to capture the animals, so the humane taps provided by this project will allow Bons Amigos to conduct its operations more efficiently.

COLOMBIA – Bogota – Expand a foster animal program, $1,500, proposed by Jacqueline Baudouin, spouse of a USAID foreign service officer.
While Colombia has many pet-lovers, “thousands of non “designer” dogs roam the street and are in need of a home.” The applicant works with Peluditos Con Futuro (“Furballs with a Future”), an animal rescue that “saves abandoned and abused dogs and cats off the street of Bogota, field calls about injured or lost animals from concerned citizens, and take in animals abandoned at their gates.” She started a foster animal program at post, which “greatly benefited our Embassy community and mission morale during a very strict COVID-19 quarantine, during which Bogota residents could only leave the house for essential reasons, such as walking their dogs.” The grant will be used for a vet and supplies fund to increase the scope of the program by lessening the financial burden on families fostering animals. 

COSTA RICA –  San Jose – Assist vulnerable refugees in barrio with medicine and medical supplies, $3,750, proposed by Donald Ridder, spouse of Consul General, and Richard Driscoll, spouse of the Acting Regional Agricultural Counselor.
On the outskirts of San Jose, 35,000 people – primarily refugees from Nicaragua – are crowded in La Carpio barrio. In 2020 the coronavirus pandemic exacerbated the crisis in Nicaragua, leading to even more refugees to pour into La Carpio barrio. The Costa Rican government, however, provides very few social services to undocumented refugees. U.S. volunteers, both individually and through church and civic groups, have long been active providing medical and other social services in La Carpio barrio and the applicants have been assisting one of the longest running social services operations there. With the sharp increase in undocumented refugees in La Carpio barrio, the spike in unemployment among the residents, and the decline in visiting volunteers, the clinic is running dangerously low on medicines and medical supplies. The applicants will use the grant funds to assist the La Carpio Medical Clinic with the purchase of medicines and medical supplies for refugee children and their families and keep this medical clinic in full operation. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC – Santo Domingo – Empower kids through creativity and literacy, $2,150, proposed by Georgina Allen, Project Coordinator, and Monica Brinn, Vice Consul. 
The Ensanche Altagracia neighborhood in Santo Domingo is an underserved community where young girls and boys are vulnerable to sexual exploitation and crime.  The Saturday Activity Club, which provides creative and educational outlets for children in this neighborhood, started in 2018 and received a J. Kirby Simon Grant in 2019. Activities are designed to improve literacy, creativity and positive behavior while giving school-aged children the opportunity to engage with peers and meet positive role models. The Activity Club takes place Saturday mornings for 90 minutes, usually twice monthly. All activities are conducted in Spanish. Most of the students who attend the Club read far below grade level, if they can read at all.  They come with behavioral problems, self-confidence issues, and severely underdeveloped problem-solving and social skills.  However, the volunteers have witnessed dramatic improvements across the board among consistent student participants in the Saturday Activity Club.  The applicants will build on past success by hiring more qualified faculty, enhancing volunteer participation, and expanding the demographic of student participants. 

ECUADOR – Quito – Sports activities for low-income and migrant boys and girls, $3,000, proposed by Fernando Alvarez, spouse of a U.S. Embassy employee who works in Information Resource Management. 
This project offers the children of low-income and migrant families in the Monteserrin neighborhood in Quito a safe place to play sports, learn to care for the environment, and build fellowship and community. The applicant created the project in 2019 with two friends after noticing a parish in the neighborhood, Santa Catalina de Siena, that had a recreational area - a small soccer field and basketball court – that was used as a parking lot. The project started with eight kids and has since grown to an average of 40 participants, ranging in age from 5 to 17, who meet every Saturday. The most important goals are keeping the kids off the streets and educating them on principles of community and civic responsibility, exposing them to a friendly environment, and making them feel that they are part of society.  

ECUADOR – Checa – Increasing mask use to combat COVID-19, $976, proposed by high school students Ann and Daniella Carew, daughters of a USAID foreign service officer currently serving in an unaccompanied posting in South Sudan.  
The applicants currently live in a rural mountain town, 25 miles outside of Quito, population 7,000, and an epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak. A lack of education has affected the way people have responded to the pandemic. In response, the sisters will create gift bags to distribute to roughly 1000 low-income residents, containing one handmade face mask (sewn by the applicants), one bar of soap, and one flyer with information on the importance of mask wearing and handwashing. Posters will also be put up around town. As the applicants noted, “For years we’ve been inspired by the work our dad does, so it would truly be an honor to be given the chance to help others here the same way.”

ECUADOR – Quito – Materials and labor for an enclosed porch at Fundacíón Jonathan, $5,000, proposed by Cate Fantozzi and Linsey Crisler, spouses of foreign service officers. 
In 2009, Catalina Avilés founded Fundacíón Jonathan in honor of her son who was kidnapped and murdered. Fundacíón Jonathan’s mission is to provide children, elderly adults, and handicapped individuals living in extreme poverty with food, medical and dental care, and clothing. The organization, which provides free services to 2,000 families per week, also offers a safe place for children to study and play after school and a welcoming environment for older patrons during the week. The primary goal of this project, proposed by applicants who have volunteered for several years with this organization, is to ensure that Fundacíón Jonathan is equipped with a safe enclosed porch space that can protect against excessive heat, sun, and cold weather. Funding will build on past support provided by the J. Kirby Simon Trust in 2016 (for physical rehabilitation and therapy to over 180 adults and children) and 2017 (to remodel the kitchen to provide three healthy meals a day to 400 children, elderly, and disabled adults). 

EGYPT – Cairo – Instruments of Resilience: Art, music, and poetry classes for refugee youth, $2,500, proposed by Rachel Leslie, Cultural Affairs Officer. 
The Instruments of Resilience project supports art, music, and poetry classes for unaccompanied refugee youth at the Naimo Center in Cairo. Opened in 2019 by St. Andrew’s Refugees Services, the Naimo Center currently supports over 4,000 unaccompanied children and youth (including 157 pregnant girls and young mothers) by providing them food and basic needs, housing, education, and psycho-social services. The applicant organizes weekly classes taught by volunteers in guitar, drawing and painting, and elements of poetry and spoken word for 30 participants in each of three, three-month rotations (a total of 90 beneficiaries per year).  At the end of the first year, an arts celebration and art exhibition will be organized that will reach thousands of attendees and visitors.  The project will encourage unaccompanied refugees in Egypt – many of whom have faced significant trauma – to express their emotions and thoughts through various artistic techniques, and provide them a creative, safe space in which to distance themselves from stressors and build resilience. As the Naimo Center Director explained, “We need things that can provide for basic needs at the Naimo Center, but we also need things that touch our souls.” 

FIJI – Suva – School walkway, playground equipment, and showers for primary school students, $3,072, proposed by Grace Kelly Malabanan, Acting Management Officer.
The Waiqanake District School is a local community-based school that caters to 198 students from four villages in the Navakavu District, a struggling grassroots community outside the capital Suva. In June 2019, the Government of Fiji reduced the budgetary allocation for education, forcing the school district to forego much needed structural and building improvements to classrooms and other learning facilities. Grant funds will be used to complete the school concrete walkway, build shower cubicles, upgrade a play area, and install a children’s playground to create a safer and accessible learning environment. 

INDONESIA – Jakarta – Support a General Education Development (GED) support program for refugees, $3,905, proposed by Jennifer Siregar and Evan Fowler, foreign service officers.
Indonesia is a transit country for refugees. Although it currently hosts more than 13,500 refugees and asylum seekers, Indonesia provides are few support services for them. Roshan Learning Center is a community-driven and managed education program working among the more than 7,000 asylum seekers and refugees living in the greater Jakarta area.  It provides learning opportunities to children and youth in English and Indonesian, math, and soft skills, as well as English, vocational training, and GED preparation for young adults. A grant from the J. Kirby Simon Trust in 2019 helped Roshan revamp its English learning program by providing appropriate classroom technology and new ESL textbooks for its young adult students. Funding in 2020 will support Roshan’s GED Support Project to provide refugee young adults in Jakarta with the opportunity to prepare for an internationally recognized high-school equivalency diploma from the United States. Representatives from the Embassy volunteer as GED tutors for refugee students at Roshan and seek funding for testing fees, study materials, and remote teaching equipment. 

ISRAEL – Jerusalem – Sports and games program to raise the spirits of Palestinian children undergoing medical treatments in East Jerusalem hospitals, $2500, proposed by Andrew Moore and Jason Smith, Palestinian Affairs Unit of the Political Section.
This project is intended to bring the U.S. government community in Jerusalem together in a show of support for a vulnerable population, Palestinian minors who are patients receiving treatment for serious illness and injuries.  In partnership with the Royal Jerusalem Football Club, the applicants will establish a volunteer program to engage with the children via sports and games.  The funds will be used to purchase the necessary games and sports equipment.  The applicants also will arrange for volunteers from the American community to organize and participate in the activities for the children.

LITHUANIA – Vilnius – Construct a community greenhouse, $1955, proposed by Jean Smith, Office Management Specialist; Rennie Silva, Political Officer; and Giedra Gureviciute, Political/Economic specialist.
This project will support the construction of a community greenhouse at the Missing Persons’ Families Support Center in Vilnius, Lithuania.  Funding the construction of the greenhouse will create a space for individuals who are adversely impacted by poverty, human trafficking, and social exclusion.  These efforts will create opportunities for disadvantaged individuals to expand their employment and life skills, strengthen their self-confidence, and increase their social inclusion.  Volunteers from Embassy Vilnius will assist with the construction of the greenhouse and the future gardening.

MAURITIUS – Port Louis – Purchase refrigerators and freezers for The Missionaries of Charity, $2400, proposed by Francoise Davenport, Office Management Specialist, and Judes DeBaere, Deputy Chief of Mission.
This project will improve their lives of the children and the elderly at the mission by allowing for advanced menu planning for more than 120 people per day. The refrigerators and freezers will significantly decrease food waste, promote organization and offer greater accessibility to a wide variety of food.  The appliances will preserve the quality of the food, provide frozen products such as meat and vegetables and allow the volunteer staff to use their time on other important projects.  The applicants already volunteer at the mission, so they will purchase the appliances and ensure that they are properly installed and maintained.

MEXICIO – Ciudad Juarez – Provide personal protective equipment and hygiene supplies to a shelter assisting at-risk women, $3062, proposed by Kathryn Jones, Consular Officer.
Sin Violencia is a shelter for abused women currently assisting more than 600 victims every year.  Due to the pandemic, when women are admitted to the shelter they have to be quarantined for two weeks.  This presents serious difficulty for the staff because of the amount of personal protective equipment (PPE) and hygiene products they have to use to stay safe. This project will assist with the purchase of this critical equipment.  The applicant, who already volunteers with the shelter, will organize the purchase of the PPE.

MEXICO – Mexico City – Fund the construction of a patio roof for a school on the outskirts of Mexico City in Huixquilucan to create a sheltered eating area, $1300, proposed by Katie Mastin, spouse of a foreign service officer.
Piedra Larga is a small rural school that serves 90 children in kindergarten through fifth grade. Currently, the classrooms in the school are exceedingly tight, so students eat breakfast and lunch on the open dirt area in front of the school. Mexico City’s climate is divided into wet and try seasons.  During the dry season from November to May, the existing eating area is functional, but during the rainy season it is an unusable muddy bog. The construction of a roof over an outdoor patio at this school is part of a larger development plan for the school that will significantly improve the lives of the students who attend the school.  The applicant wants to improve the overall nutrition of the students by building a kitchen, but the first step is to build a eating area.

MEXICO – Monterrey – Introduce underprivileged Mexican children to computers, technology and manufacturing careers, $2500, proposed by Maria Miller, Samantha Elfont, and Shannon Davis, spouses of foreign service officers.
The Hacedores Del Rey project will engage 20 Rancho Del Rey boys and at least 40 boys and girls from other regional children’s homes in computational thinking, computing, and building activities. Rancho boys will meet daily for a total of at least 8 hours each week while the visiting children will meet at least 6 hours a month on Saturdays at the Rancho Makerspace. A major focus of the project is to engage Mexican children in computational thinking activities that emphasize how to solve problems, design products and improve understanding about the power and limitations of computing. The children also will develop knowledge and skills in design and engineering.  Members of the U.S. Consulate in Monterrey, already volunteering with Rancho Del Ray, will be active in running the program.

MEXICO – Guadalajara – Facilitate volunteer involvement to support a shelter for teen mothers and their children, $2000, proposed by Maureen Smith, Non-Immigrant Visa Chief.
Casa Hogar El Refugio is a shelter for girls and teenagers who are victims of family violence, incest or rape, and are pregnant, or have recently given birth. This project will facilitate the building and maintenance of a plant, vegetable, and flower garden at the shelter. It will also provide for building repairs, including adding doors, cabinets, a refrigerator, and a stove and providing much needed household supplies, such as food, water, diapers, and medicine.  Members of the consulate community will carry out these projects.

NAMIBIA – Windhoek – Purchase books for a school library and establish an afterschool reading program. $2,398, proposed by Alice Paal, spouse of a foreign service officer.
The Wake Up! Early Education Centre in Windhoek, Namibia serves economically and racially marginalized children. This project will allow the applicant to purchase English books—both early reading books and picture books—which will serve three purposes.  First, they will be used by an after-school reading club that teaches neighborhood primary students attending government schools how to read.  Second, they will be used by kindergarten students learning to read in the Early Education Centre.  Finally, they will form a small school library, so children enrolled in the Centre can take books home to read with their families.  The applicant already volunteers at the school several days per week, so she will supervise the library project.

SENEGAL – Dakar – refurbish community library, $2,000, proposed by Drew Allen LeBow, son of the senior Regional Security Officer.
The applicant expected to begin his first semester of college in the fall of 2020, but as he noted, “It seems the world had different plans.” Instead, he found a volunteer opportunity working with a Senegalese staff member of the embassy who was working to improve and create a usable library space in an underserved school on the outskirts of Dakar. Now that the school has been weatherproofed, the applicant plans to hire a local carpenter and purchase furnishings. The applicant’s mother received multiple JKSFST grants while [his] family served in Tegucigalpa, Honduras nearly 17 years ago, showing the long-lasting legacy of the grant program. As he put it, “The connections that were built in my family were significant and I hope to foster the same goodwill while creating some similar community connections with this proposal.”

SOUTH AFRICA – Pretoria – motorboat engine for boating club, $2,000, proposed by Jake Goodman, political officer.
The Germiston High School Rowing Club is a small but dedicated group of mostly black children from incredibly tough backgrounds.  Though rowing is viewed as a sport reserved for the privileged few…this struggling club has an extraordinary record of success.  Using donated boats, oars, and other equipment, more than 40 students race against some of the most privileged…clubs in South Africa.  One of their teams recently won the South African national championships in the Under 16 category, and three Germiston rowers have been selected to represent South Africa in international youth competitions. The club suffered two setbacks in 2019: a storm that damaged most of their equipment and the theft of a motor that brings their launch into the water for training. The applicant, a former rower on the U.S. National Team and now an assistant volunteer rowing coach for the club, requested a grant to purchase a new motor to get the members back on the water, where they develop the tenacity, organizational skills, and confidence that will serve them for the rest of their lives.

SOUTH SUDAN – Juba – Provide malaria medication and emergency medical care for 120 children at an orphanage, $4,000, proposed by Aster Helen Teclemariam, medical attaché.
The Confident Children out of Conflict (CCC) was founded to care for children who had been orphaned or separated from their parents by the conflict between the “rebels” in southern Sudan and the armed forces of the Sudan government in the north. Many of the 120 children currently living there require hospitalization and medications for emergency care resulting from complications from malaria, trauma and falls. The embassy community has a longstanding relationship with CCC, and the applicant organizes weekly visits so that staff can provide art therapy, play volleyball and other sports, read books to the children, help them with their schoolwork and to improve their English literacy skills, sing songs, and dance. The funds will support medical help for the children.

TURKMENISTAN – Ashgabat – Provide wheelchairs for 35 children, $1,750, proposed by Joseph Boski, political-economic section chief.
Very few of the tens of thousands of disabled persons in Turkmenistan receive any meaningful government assistance and access to medical care in general is fairly limited. The NGO Yenme (“Overcoming”) provides social support to people with disabilities, orphans, low-income citizens, the elderly and other socially vulnerable segments of the population. Each year, Embassy Ashgabat organizes an Angel Tree project with Yenme annually where the staff of the embassy provide Christmas gifts to the children with disabilities. This year, the applicant will use this grant to purchase 35 wheelchairs, which Yenme will distribute to disabled children in both the capital city and the five provinces.  

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES – Abu Dhabi – Purchase wifi access for refugee children, $3,575, proposed by Claire Gardner, spouse of a regional affairs officer.
The UAE currently hosts almost a quarter of a million refugees displaced by the continuing crisis in Syria. However, since the UAE is not a signatory of the UN Refugee Convention, most Syrian refugees have been unable to retain residency visas and are ineligible to access many services, including education. Or they cannot afford to send their children to school, or the children cannot be placed in regular classes because of their previous lack of formal education. The volunteer-run Basmat Amal (“smile of hope”) initiative works to provide education to children in Abu Dhabi who are unable to access formal education. When COVID-19 occurred, volunteers, including the applicant, worked to provide online education instead, but even with donated devices many children lacked reliable internet access. This grant will allow the applicant to purchase a year’s worth of wifi access to allow the children in 11 families to continue with online learning until the school can re-open safely.

ZIMBABWE – Mazowe and Bulawayo – furnish supplies for shelters for trafficking victims, $3,960, proposed by Cara Rose, political/economic officer.
As political instability increases and the economy declines in Zimbabwe, domestic violence rates continue to rise, and the country is a source, transit, and destination country for women and children subjected to human trafficking. The Musasa Project is the first and only organization in the country to focus on violence against women, and it operates two shelters for trafficking victims. Both shelters are in desperate need of paint, lack storage space for food and toiletries, and have worn and broken furniture, including sofas and chairs. The applicant will use this grant to purchase paint and furniture for both shelters, as well as books and toys for the children that live there. 

Special donation to A Family for Every Orphan for $2500
Applicant Micala Siler was the spouse of the Army attache in Ukraine and worked part-time as the Executive Director of the U.S.-based non-profit, A Family for Every Orphan. She applied for a grant for a new stove and cooking pots for The Ark, a center for children who are either waiting to be reunited with families or to be placed in families. Ms. Siler died in a tragic accident in September 2020. In honor of her volunteer service, the Trust donated $2500 to A Family for Every Orphan. In a letter we received from the organization, the new executive director wrote, “Micala shared with me that she had applied for a grant on behalf of The Ark in Ukraine, and I know she would be delighted and honored that your trustees have chosen to support a mission that was so close to her heart. We will be utilizing these memorial funds towards The Ark. Micala volunteered there regularly and especially loved spending time with the kids who were waiting for their forever families.” 

